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KUALA LUMPUR  9 DEC ;j;_ ‘CBERNAMA) -- DATUK SER_I .DR _MAHATHIR~ M O H A M A D_._._ ._

SAID TODAY THE GOVERNMENT IS  AMENCING  THE PRINTING PRESSES AND ’
P U B L I C A T I O N S  A C T  1984  SOLELY T0 FULFIL  I T S  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  0F
ENSURING NOTHING THAT CAN JEOPARDISE NATIONAL STABILITY AND
OEVELOPMENT  IS ALLOWED TO SPREAD IN MULTIRACIAL MALAYSIA.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID FOR THIS PURPOSES  THE GOVERNMENT
INTENDED TO MAKE THE PROVISIONS IN THE ACT CLEAR-CUT BY HAVIrdG
L E G I SL A T I O N  THAT c0uL5 rdw BE  SUBJECTEO To IN T E R P R E T A T I O N  8~ A N Y O NE
SO THAT THE OBJECTIVES OF THE ACT 1dERE A C H I E V E D .

HE SAI5 IT WAS ESSEEITIAL FOR  THE POWERS OF THE EXECUTIVE IN  THE
ACT TO BE MADE CLEAR IN EJRITTEN LAW.

+THE AMENDMENT BECOMES EVEN M0RE NECESSARY IN VIEW 0F THE
TEFdDENCY  AMONG CERTAIN CIRCLES TO RESORT TO THE UNWRITTEN LAW TO
OP,STRUCT  THE FUrdCTIONS 0F THE GOVERNMENTI+ H E  S A I D  W H E N  T A B L I N G  T H E
BILL TO AMEND THE ACT IN THE DEWAN  RAKYAT.

5ATUfC SERI 5R MAHATHIR SAID THE ACT GdAS BEING *ME&ED  B E C A U S E
THE GOVERNMENT ‘I WHICH REPRESENTS THE PEOPLEI FELT IT WOULD  BE VERY
DANGEROUS IF THE INTENTIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATION WERE
MISINTERPRETED THROUGH EXERCISE 0F THE DISCRETIONARY FUNCTIONS OF
0rdLY TWO QR THREE PEOPLE.

+NQ MATTER tiOW bJISE THEY MAY BE 7 AS HUM4N BjZINGS  THEY HAVE
E M O T I O N S  T H A T  C A N  I N F L U E N C E  T H E I R  T H I N K I N G  ANOI STANDI+  HE SAID. --
MORE
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DATUK SERI 5R MAHRTHIR SAIR IT WAS DIFFICULT FOR THE GOVERNMENT
TO ACCEPT UNbJRITTEN  LAWS BECAUSE IT MIGHT rdOT  KNOW  WHAT IT COWL5 D0
AND CfHhT  IT COULD NOT.

+-THE  GOVERNMENT IS PLACE5 IN A CQNFUSING P051TiON IN SUCH A
SITUATION 0F AMRIGIIITY. ANYONE CAN CHALLENGE THE GOVERNMENT AN5
BLOCK ACTIONS WHICH THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS LEGITIMATEy+ HE SAI5.

HE STRESSED THAT THE GOVERNMENT ADMINISTERED AND ACTEO  THROUGH
PIRITTErd  L E G A L  PROVISX0NS. THIS ENSURE5 IT WOULD NOT ACT ARBITRARILY
OR OVERSTEP ITS AUTHORITY.

WRITTEN LAWS CLEARLY SPELLE5  0UT WHAT WAS POSSIBLE AN5 WHAT WAS
No T 1) IN 0THER WORDS THE GOVERNMENT? LIKE THE PEOPLEr  W0YLD BE
SUBJECT TO THE LAW.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID WITH THE AMENDMENTS TO THE ACT?
PUBLISHERS AN5 1MPC)RTERS  OF PRINTED MATERFALs  b,‘OULD BE MORE CLEAR AS
T O  W HA T  W A S  ~005  FOR  T H E  rdATI0rd  AN5 BE  AeLE T O  R EG U L AT E  T H E M S E L VE S .
- -  MORE
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DATUK SERI OR MAHATHXR SAID LEGISLATION SUCH AS THE ACT ALSO
, EXISTED IN OTHER COUNTRIES, INCLUDING COUNTRIES WHERE SEVERAL

INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINES WERE PUBLISHED.
HE SAID FREEDQM c)F THE PRESS WAS NOT  ABS0LUTE.  NEWSPAPERS

EVERYWHERE WERE SUBJECT TO CONTROL, IF NOT BY THE GOVERNMENT THEN BY
THEIR OWN EDITORS AND STAFF* ADVERTISERS AS NELL AS THE NEWSPAPER
ONNERS.

EACH HAD THEIR OWN STAND AND INTERESTS. FREEDOM 0F THE PRESS WAS
ACTUALLY SUCH FREEDOM  AS ALL0NED  6Y THE CONTROLL ING GROUP7 HE ADDED.

IF ANY AMONG THE GROUP WAS N0T RESPONSIBLE 0R WISHED T0
PROPAGATE AN UNHEALTHY VIEN 9 SOCIETY WOULD BECOME THE VICTIM, HE
S A I D .

+THE GOVERNMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT UNHEALTHY
ELEMENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO ‘SPREAD IN 0UR MULTIRACIAL SOCIETYI+ HE
ADDED. - -  MORE
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AS SUCH- WHEN L9OKING AT THE AMENDMENTS T0 THE ACtr THE FACTOR
THAT SHOULD BE GIVEN SERIOUS ATTENTION WAS THE NEED Tc)  SAFEGUARD
flATIONAL STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT IN A MULTIRASIAL CONTEXT.

+IF IN PROTECTING THIS INTEREST WE HAVE TO REGULATE A LITTLE THE
FREEDOM OF A GROUP THAT THREATENS OUR STABILITYI THEN WE SHOULD GO
AHEAD AND IMPOSE THE REGULATIONI+  HE SAID.

ON THE AMENDMENT GIVING THE MINISTER C0NCERNED ABSOLUTE P0WERS
IN THE RENEWAL? R E V O C A T I O N  0R SUSPENSION OF PUBLICATION LICENCESI  HE
SAID THE MINISTER’S DECISIONS WERE GRANTED IMMUNITY FROM COIJRT
QUESTIONING EECAUSE  0t4 MANY OCCASIONS THE INFORMATION HE HAD
RECEIVED IF MADE PUBLIC COULD HAVE ADVERSE EFFECTS ON NATIONAL
SECURITY AND INTERESTS.

IF THE CASES WERE HEARD IN OPEN COURTI  THE COURTS NOULO BECOME A
P O L I T I C A L  ARENA7 H E  S A I D .

+IF THE MINISTER ABUSES THE POWERS GIVEN7 THE PEOPLE CAN DECIDE
ON THE ACTION TO BE TAKEN AGAINST HIM THROUGH THE DEMOCRATIC
PROCESSES PRACTISED IN  THIS COUNTRYI+  HE ADDED. -- MORE
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ON THE PROVISION MAKING IT AN OFFENCE  TO PUBLISH FALSE NEWS WITH
M A L I C I O U S  INTENT7 DATVK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID THERE HAD BEEN’
NUMEROUS INSTANCES LATELY 0F UNTRUE REPORTS APPEARING IN NEWSPAPERS
AND MAGAZINES PUELISHED BOTH LOCALLY AND 9VERSEAS.

+LT SEEMS THE NEWSPAPERS ANO MAGAZINES CONCERNED ARE NOT
BOTHERED BY THE IMPLICATIONS THEIR FALSE REPORTS MAY HAVE FOR THE
QUARTER 0R GROUP THAT HAD  BECOME THEIR VICTIM OR THE ADVERSE EFFECTS
0N THE SECURITY AND ECONOMY OF THE COUNTRYv+  HE SAID..

HE SAID THIS PROVISION WAS INCORPORATED IN THE 8ILL Tr) E N C O U R A G E
THE PRESS TO BE MORE RESPONSIBLE. -- BERNAMA
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