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KUALA LUMPUR » DEC 3 (BERNAMA) -- DATUKGERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
SAID TODAY THE GOVERNMENT IS AMENDING THE PRINTING PRESSES AND
PUBLICATIONS ACT 1284 SOLELY TOFULFIL ITS RESPONSIBILITY OF
ENSURING NOTHING THAT CAN JEOPARDISE NATIONAL STABILITY AND
DEVELOPMENT IS ALLOWED TO SPREAD IN MULTIRACIAL MALAYSIA.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID FOR THIS PURPOSEy THE GOVERNMENT
INTENDED TO MAKE THE PROVISIONS I[N THE ACT CLEAR-CUT BY HAVING
LEGIsLATION THAT COULD MOT Be SUBJECTEDTO INTERPRETATION BY ANYONE
50 THAT THE OBJECTIVES OF THE ACT WERE ACHIEVED.

HE SAID IT WAS ESSENTIALFOR THE POWERS OF THE EXECUTIVE IN THE
ACT TO BE MADE CLEAR IN WRITTENLAW.

+THE AMENDMENT BECOMES EVEN MORE NECESSARY IN VIEW OF THE
TEMDENCY AMONG CERTAIN CIRCLES TO RESORT TO THE UNWRITTEN LAW TO
OBSTRUCT THE FUNCTIONSOF THE GOVERMMENT++ HE SAID WHEN TABLING THE
BILL TO AMEND THE ACT IN THE DEWAN RAKYAT.

DATUKSERIDR MAHATHIR SAID THE ACT WAS BEING ?\‘HENDED BECAUSE
THE GOVERNMENT «+ WHICH REPRESENTS THE PEOQPLEy FELT IT WOQULD BE VERY
DANGEROUS | F THE INTENTIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATION WERE
MISINTERPRETED THROUGH EXERCISE 0Ff THE DISCRETIONARY FUNCTIONS OF
ONLY TWO 0OR THREE PEOPLE.

+NO MATTER HOWWISE THEY MAY BE v AS HUMAN BEINGS THEY HAVE
EMOTIONS THAT CAN INFLUENCE THEIR THINKING AND~STANDy+ HE SAID. --
MORE
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DATUK SERI DR MAHRTHIR SaAID | T WAS Dl FFl CULT FOR THE GOVERNMENT
TO ACCEPT UMWRITTEN LAWS BECAUSE IT MIGHT MOTHKNOW WHAT | T COULD DO
AND WHAT | T couLDd NOT.

+THE GOVERNMENT IS PLACES5 IN A CONFUSING POSITION IN SUCH A
S| TUATI ON 0F AMBIGUITY. ANYONE CAN CHALLENGE THE GOVERNMENT AN5
BLOCK ACTIONS WHICH THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS LEGITIMATE »+ HE SAID.

HE STRESSED THAT THE GOVERNMENT ADMINISTERED AND ACTED THROUGH
WRITTEN LEGAL PROVISIONS., THIS ENSURE5 IT WOULD NOT ACT ARBITRARILY
OR OVERSTEP ITS AUTHORITY.

WRITTEN LAWS CLEARLY SPELLEDOUT WHAT WAS POSSIBLE AND WHAT WAS
MOT. IN OTHER WORDS THE GOVERNMENT? LIKE THE PEOPLEyWOULD BE
SUBJECT T THE LAW.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID WITH THE AMENDMENTS TO THE ACT»
PUBLISHERS AN5 IMPQORTERS OF PRINTED MATERIALS WOULD BE MORE CLEAR AS
TO WHAT wAs GOODFOR THE MATIONAMD BE ABLE To REGULATE THEMSEL VEs.
-- MORE
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHXR SAID LEGISLATION SUCH AS THE ACT ALSO
EXISTED IN OTHER COUNTRIES, | NCLUDI NG COUNTRI ES WHERE SEVERAL
INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINES WERE PUBLISHED.

HE SAID FREEDQM OF THE PRESS WAS M3TABSOLUTE. NEWSPAPERS
EVERYWHERE WERE SUBJECT TO CONTROL, IF NOT BY THE GOVERNMENT THEN BY
THEIR OAN EDI TORS AND STAFFsy ADVERTISERS AS NELL AS THE NEWSPAPER
OWNERS.

EACH HAD THEIR OWN STAND AND INTERESTS. FREEDOM OF THE PRESS WAS
ACTUALLY SUCH FREEDOM AS ALLOWEDBY THE CONTROLLING GROUPs HE ADDED.

IF ANY AMONG THE GROUP WAS NOT RESPONSIBLE R WISHED TO
PROPAGATE AN UNHEALTHY VYI1EWs SOCIETY WOULD BECOME THE VICTIM, HE
SAID.

+THE GOVERNMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT UNHEALTHY
ELEMENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED T9 ‘SPREAD IN ©OUR MULTIRACIAL SOCIETYy+ HE
ADDED. - - MORE
1 RLTMET O3 42 87

D722
U E8531 REPEAT AAE
PARLIAMENT-MAHATHIR 4 KUALA LUMPUR @'®e'w’

AS SUCH» WHEN LOOKING AT THE AMENDMENTS T0O THE ACT,» THE FACTOR
THAT SHOULD BE GIVEN SERIOUS ATTENTION WAS THE NEED TO SAFEGUARD
MATIONAL STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT IN A MULTIRACIAL CONTEXT.

+IF IN PROTECTING THIS INTEREST WE HAVE TO REGULATE A LITTLE THE
FREEDOM OF A GROUP THAT THREATENS OUR STABILITYs THEN WE SHOULD GO
AHEAD AND IMPOSE THE REGULATIOMsy+ HE SAID.

ON THE AMENDMENT GIVING THE MINISTER CONCERNED ABSOLUTE POWERS
IN THE RENEWAL? REVOCATION QR SUSPENSION OF PUBLICATION LICENCESy HE
SAID THE MINISTER'S DECI SI ONS WERE GRANTED IMMUNITY FROM COURT
QUESTIONING BECAUSEON MANY OCCASIONS THE INFORMATION HE HAD
RECEIVED IF MADE PUBLIC cCOULD HAVE ADVERSE EFFECTS ON NATIONAL
SECURITY AND INTERESTS. .

IF THE CASES WERE HEARD IN OPEN COURT: THE COURTS WoULD BECOME A
POLITICAL AREMA+ HE SAID.

+IF THE MINISTER ABUSES THE POWERS GIVENs THE PEOPLE CAN DECIDE
ON THE ACTION TO BE TAKEN AGAINST HIM THROUGH THE DEMOCRATIC
PROCESSES PRACTISED IN THIS COUNMTRYs»+ HE ADDED. -- MORE
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ON THE PROVISION MAKING IT AN OFFENCE TO PUBLISH FALSE NEWS WITH
MALICIOUS INTENTs DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THERE HAD BEEN’
NUMEROUS INSTANCES LATELY OF UNTRUE REPORTS APPEARING IN NEWSPAPERS
AND MAGAZINES PUBLISHED BOTH LOCALLY AND OVERSEAS.

+I1T SEEMS THE NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES CONCERNED ARE NOT
BOTHERED BY THE IMPLICATIONS THEIR FALSE REPORTS MAY HAVE FOR THE
QUARTER OR GROUP THAT HAD BECOME THEIR VICTIM OR THE ADVERSE EFFECTS
ON THE SECURITY AND ECONOMY OF THE COUNTRY.+ HE SAID..

HE SAID THIS PROVISION WAS INCORPORATED IN THE BILLTO ENCOURAGE
THE PRESS TO BE MORE RESPONSIBLE. -- BERNAMA
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