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, SAID TDDAY THE ATTEMPTS BY CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS AND PQLITICAL
PARTIES TO CAUSE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS IN THE COUNTRY FOR
THEIR OWN  POLITICAL MCTIVES HAVE FORCED THE GOVERNMENT TO TIGHTEN
THE LAWS.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THESE GRCUPS WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS STILL"
+POLITICALLY  IMMATURE* HAD NOT  APPRECIATED THE GOVERNMENT’S LIBERAL L
ATTITUDE AND COULD ONLY BE CONTROLLED BY STRINGENT LAWS.

+WHAT  IS  IMPORTANT T0 THEM IS  THEIR PARTY AND THE POLIT ICS OF
‘THEIR PARTY. THEY WILL E?E VERY HAPPY IF MttLAYSIA GETS AN IMAGE OF
EEING UNSTAELE A N D  U N A T T R A C T I V E  TO INVESTORSI+ HE SAID W H E N  T A B L I N G  _--’
THE POLICE (AMENDMENT) BILL IN THE DEWAN  RAKYAT.

THE BILL SEEKS TO AMEND THE POLICE ACT 1967 BY TXGHTENING  T H E
PROVISIONS TO ENABLE THE POLICE TO DEAL MORE EFFECTIVELY WITH PUBLIC
ASSFMEZLIES  9 MEETINGS PIN0 PROCESSIONS.

DATUK SEA1 OR MAHATHIRv WHO IS ALSO HOME MINISTERI  SAID AS FAR
AS THESE GROUPS WERE CONCERNEDI THE PEOPLE COULD ‘GO ON SUFFERING

P FROM LACK OF JOBS JUST AS LONG AS THEY WERE ABLE Tr) MAKE ALLEGATIONS
, THAT THIS COUNTRY WAS UNDEMOCRATIC, UNSTABLE AND UNAt3LE TO ATTRACT -

FOREIGN INVESTORS. ir

TI!EY HOPED THROUGH SUCH MEANS TO TARNISH THE IMAGE OF THE
G O V E R N M E N T  TO SERVE THE P9LITICAL  INTEREST OF THEIR PARTIES.

THEY WERE THE ONES WHO SPREAD FALSE STORIES ABr)UT, HOW BAD THINGS
WERE IN MALAYSIA. THEY TOLD LIES BECAUSE THEY WANTED TO GET SYMPATHY
Fr)R THEIR PARTY’S CAUSEl  HE SAID. -- M0RE .’
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TO THESE GROUPS9 THE FACT THAT THEIR ACTIONS COULD THREATEN
NATIoNAL  DEVELOPMENT ‘AND THE PEOPLE WAS ,OF NO CONSEQUENCE, HE SAID.

THEY WERE, ALWAYS LOOKING OUT FOR LOOPHOLES IN THE LAWS IN 9RDER TO
CREATE MISCHIEF AND THE GOVERNMENT COULD NOT TAKE LEGAL ACTION
AGAINST THEM.

+THEY KNOW IF THEY FORCE THE GOVERNMENT TO COME DOWN HARD ON
THEMI THE ACTION CAN BE TURNED INTO A POLZTICAL ISSUE. AS SUCHI THEY
PURPOSELY PLAY ABOUT WITH THE LAW TO FORCE THE GOVERNMENT TO
INTRODUCE TOUGHER LAWSI+  HE ADDED. \

THEY WOULD THEN CONDEMN AND QUESTXON THE GOVERNMENT FOR
ENFORCING SUCH HARD LAWS AS WELL AS ACCUSE THE GOVERNMENT OF BEING
UNDEMOCRATIC AND NOT LIBERhL WHEN THEY HAD BEEN DELLRERATELY
PROVOKING THE GOVERNMENT INTO TAKING STRONGER ACTION.

+THE GOVERNMENT IS THEN FACED WITH A DILEMMA. IF THE LAWS ARE
NOT BEEFED UPI THEY WILL DO ALL KINDS OF THINGS TO CREATE TROUBLE
CtND TENSION IN THIS COUNTRY.+

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE GOVERNMENTI  HOWEVERt WOULD NOT SHKRK
ITS RESPOtdSIBILIT.IES AND WOULD CONTINUE TO DO ITS BEST IN THE FACE
OF WHATEVER LIES AND SLANDER THAT WERE SPREAD.

+Tr) THOSE INDIV IDUALS WHO DO NOT VALUE THE LI6ERAL ATTITUDE OF
THE GOVERNMENT 9 WE DO NOT NEED TO BE LIBERAL. BEING LIBERAL TO S U C H
PEOPLE WILL  BE LIKE CASTING PEARLS BEFORE SWINE,+. HE SAID. -- M O R E
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onTUt< SERI DR MAtiATWIR  HIT 0UT AT THE D A P  F O R  A L W A Y S  A C C U S I N G
Tt{E GOVERNMENT 0F BEING UNDEMOCRATIC AN0 CLAIMING THE SOUNDING OF
T H E  DEATH KNELL FOR DEMOCRACY EACH T IME THE &VERNMENT  ORAFTED p
LAW.

+IF ‘I T  I S  T R U E  T H E  V A R I O U S  L A W S  P A S S E D  B Y  T H I S  HOUS’i H A V E  E A ’C H
BEEN A DEATH  KNELL FOR DEMOCRACY 9
DEHoCRACY  C A N  D I E

t I W A N T  T,o KNOW),  HOW, IS IT THPT
SO  M A N Y  TIMES,+ H E  S A I D . t

I
ttE SAID DEM0CRACY WAS NOT THE PRIMARY CONSIDERATION F O R  F O R E I G N

INVESTQRsr WHAT GIAS MORE IMPORTANT TO THEM WAS POLITIC,AL STABIL$TY
AND A Sl-RONG G0VERNHENT  C A P A B L E  0F E N F O R C I N G  T H E  L A W .  ITtiE LARGEGT
F O R E I G N  I N V E S T M E N T S  .IN TttE EAST WERE IN +LESS DEtlOCRAT~IC+  Cr)UNTRIES
WHICH t-toWEvER  tin0 STRONG  G O V E R N ME N T S  A B LE  To MAINTAIN :INTERNAL  j
P O L I T I C A L  S T A B I L I T Y . I

; +NO 0NE W0ULD  W A N T  T O  I N V E S T  I N  A  C0UNTRY T H A T  I S  ViERY I
OEMOCRATZC  t3UT WIIERE DEMONSTRATIONS ARE A DAILY EVENT ‘AND A ;
GOVERNMENT COLLAPSES EVERY TWO  M0NTHS .+

&
I

TtlE HOTZVE 0F I N V E S T O R S  1 HE SA.ID I W A S  T O  HAKE PROFI’TS AND NO+ T O
CtiAtiPION UEHOCRACY  I N  C O U N T R I E S  WtiERE T H E Y  CH0SE T O  I N V E S T .  9N T H E
0T tlER HAND, TR0UBLE RESULTING FROt’j ABUSE 0F DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS WOULD
N O T  A T T R A C T  THEH. - -  M O R E ( /
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mTut(  SERI on mvvm-m snm B E C A U SE  THE GOVERNMENT  ‘w n s
REsPormBLE  FOR  TtiE D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D  WE L L B E I N G  OF’THE  PEOPLE, AN D  TQ
ENSURE STABILITYI THE FREEDOM THAT HAD BEEN ABUSED BY !A SMALL. NUMBER
OF FRUSTRATED POLITICIANS HAD TO RE CURBED.

tiE t1OPED  1 tin1 W I T H  T H E  A M E N D M E N T  T0 THE POLICE ACTvi ASSEHBLIESr
MEETINGS AND PRUCESSIONS WOULD BE C0NDUCTEO IN A H O R E  RESPONSIRLE

.

. .

PUBLIC ORDER.
_IN  A MULTIRACIAL SOCIETY, H E  SAID, A S S E M B L I E S ,  MEETiINGS  AND )

P R O C E S S I O N S  CQULC)  BECoME  P R E J U D I C I A L  TQ S E C U R I T Y  A N D  r;u8LIC  9RDFR 16 3
TttEY WERE AIMO AT CHALLENGING 0R THREATENING 0THERS. -1: BERNAMAI
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