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KUALA%JMPUR,  Fri. -
The Prime Minister today
blamed irresponsible politi-
cians for forcing the GOV-
ernment to enact tougher
laws.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad  said these politicians
kaat if they could force
the Government to take tough
measures against them, the
act itself would become a poli-
tical issue.

tely abuse existing laws to
force the Government to enact
tougher ones. They then con-
demned the Government and
questioned the need for these
laws, he added.

“They would say the Gov-
ernment is undemocratic, but
they were responsible for
pushing the Government.”

Dr Mahathir said this in his
speech when tabling amend-
ments to the Police Act 1967
for a second reading in the De-
wan Rakyat.

He saG this was the second
time he had tabled an amend-
ment Bill which the Gov-
ernment could not be proud of.

Yesterday, he ,tabled for se-
cond reading a Bill to amend
the Printing Presses and Pub-
lications Act 1984.

l-lr~ anid  thw would delibera-

“It is not just the Gov-
ernment; but Malaysians gen-
erally cannot be proud of these
amendments.

“I say this because it shows
that there are individuals and
groups in our society who

.
.

irrkponsible.
have not reached ‘political
maturitv’.

“Theydo not know the limits
and do not appreciate the Go-
vernment’s liberal attitude.
Those who are mature do not
need tough laws to check
them.

“They will not do things that
are detrimental to society.
They will be responsible and
will not do anything that will
affect the stability and deve-
lopment of the country.”

Referring to this “politically

immature” group, he said they
were always on the lookout for
loopholes in the law to do
harm as the Government can-
not touch them.

As the fines imposed for of-
fences related to illegal as-
semblies were light, they were
willing to break the law and
then pay the fines, without
feeling any shame, he added.

“That their actions affect po-
litical stability and the econ-
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omy does not stop them. They
are only concerned about their
party and the politics of their
party.

“They would love to give the
impression that Malaysia is
unstable and not conducive to
investors.

“They would rather see peo-
ple unemployed... to claim that
Malaysia is undemocratic, un-
stable and cannot attract in-
vestors.

“They hope to tarnish the
image of the Government in
the interest of their political
party.”

The Prime Minister said
this group had always been
giving foreigners misleading
information that the situation
in the country was bad. They
would lie in the hope of gain-
ing sympathy from foreigners
for their party’s struggle.

“That this affects national
development is not a problem
to them. If they are branded as
disloyal to the country, they
get very angry. But what else
can they be called?”

He spoke of a dilemma fac-
ing the Government. If the
laws were not tightened, this
group would do anything to
spark off chaos and cause ten-

sion in the country. However,
if the Government strength-
ened the law, it would be con-
demned as being undemocra-
tic.

“But the Government will
not run away from its resvon-
sibility,” he stressed. “The
Government need not be li-
beral to those who do not ap-
preciate the Governments li-
beral stand.

“Being liberal to them is like
offering a flower to a monkey.
The monkey would rather tear
the flower apart than appre-
ciate its beauty.”

He said the DAP would
claim that the country is no
more democratic with the in-
troduction of these amend-
ments to the Act.

“They will say the death
knell has been sounded for de-.
mocracy. They will say that
investors will not come here
anymore.”

Dr Mahathir said foreign  in-
vestors did not take into ac-
count whether democracy was
alive in the countries where
they invested.

What mattered most to
them was political stability
and a strong Government ca-
pable of enforcing law and
order, he said.

“If we sincerely study (the
situation), we will find coun-
tries in the East with the lar-
gest number of foreign invest-

ments are those that are not
too democratic, but whose Go-
vernments are strong with po-
litical stability. .

“No one wants to invest in a
country that is so democratic
to the extent that demonstra-
tions occur every day and the
Government falls every two
months.

“Investors do not invest to
see democracy in countries.
They come because they want
to make profits. A chaotic si-
tuation caused by the abuse of
democratic rights will not at-
tract them. .

“The Government. which is
responsible for development
and the well-being of the veo-
ple, must ensu e-stability so
that frustrated5oliticians do
not abuse the freedom we have
for their own interests.

He said it was for this pur-
pose that the amendments
were proposed so that the po-
lice could act swiftly to ensure
public ord@ and national se-
curity.

With thee  amendments, he
added, there would be more ef-
fective control of assemblies.
gatherings and processions.

“With such control. we hove
assemblies, gatherings aid
processions in future would be
held in a responsible manner
and according to reasonable li-
mits for the preservation of se-
curity and public order.”
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