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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - -
The Prime Minister tonight
called for a study of the reli-
gious, social and economic im-
plications of Malaysians per-
forming the haj more than
once.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad sa id  the  P i lgr ims
Fund and Management Board
(Tabung Haji) and other rele-
vant bodies should conduct
such a study.

He said this studyshould not
be l imited to the religious
aspects but should also cover
the effects on the pilgrims
themselves, on society, the na&
tional economy, and on the se-
curity situation in Saudi Ara-
bia.

“As we all know, Prophet
M u h a m m a d  h i m s e l f  p e r -
formed the hai onlv once in his
lifetime. ” ”

“We go to Mecca for:a  se-
cond time if we are able to and
if we think the first pilgrimage
did not go that well.”

Dr Mahathir was speaking
at a ceremony in recognition
of the contributions of past Ta-
bung Haji staff at Bangunan
Tabung Haji here.

He  sa id  those  who  per -
formed the haj more than once
could be advised that helping
the poor, paying for religious
projects and similar efforts
were also noble.

“I hope this study will be
comprehensive and in-depth
to avoid misunderstanding.

“If any misunderstanding
arises, there will arise allega-
tions that would finally bring

about negative viewspoints.
This suggestion should be
viewed with an open mind.”

The Prime Minister said if
the habit of performing the  pil-
grimage more than once was
rampant, it should be stressed
to Muslims that there  were
other noble works to be done
with excess income.

He  sa id  h is  sug-gestion
should not be interpreted as an
encouragement to spend cx
cess income on worldly things
but rather on matters encour-
aged by Islam.

Resides, he said, if such a
study was to be conducted, the
views of other Islamic institu-
tions should be sf>ught  so that
there would be conformity in
any guide drawn up as a re-

*suit. *

Personal sairings
Dr Mahathir lamented that

only 1.2 million out of the se-
ven million Muslims in Malay-
sia had savings with Tabung
Haji. More Muslims should
open accounts, he said.

He also expressed disap-
pointment with the level oi
personal savings with Tabung
Haji. The average amount per
person is between $400 dnd
$500.

He called for measures to
encourage Muslims to save
more with Tabung Haji and
reach an average of at least
$1,000 per person.

He said the rise of Islam in
this day and age should also
cover the fields of economy,
education and politics.

He said he was glad to notc-
that non-Muslims were among
the invited guests of tonight’s
ceremony .  This  was  on ly
proper as Tabung Haji also
used the services of non-Mus-
lims in its efforts to achieve its
objective, he said.

“This also sets a good cxam-
ple because recently there are
certain quarters saying that
co -operat ing  and  l earn ing
f r o m  n o n - M u s l i m s  w a s
against Islam,” he said.

“Such statements art:  ilot
based on the true teachings of
Islam and w-ill  weaken Mus-
lims themselves.

“Muslims will not go any-
where if we only depend on the
knowledge and experiences
gained among ourselves.”
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