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KUALA LUMPURI DEC B”i5ERNAMA) -1 DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
SAID TODAY EFFORTS T0WARDS GTRIKINC A RACIAL SALANCE, IN  THE ECONOMIC
SECTOR OF THE COUNTRY SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT WITH 5INCERSTY  AND
HONESTY TO QUICKEN THE PROCES.S OF INTER-RACIAL  UNDERSTANDING.

UNDERSTANDING AND UNITY AMONG THE RACES WERE VITAL BECAUEE  A
PLURAL SOCIETY L IKE MALAYSIA’S CCULD  N0T ESCAPE FROM THE REALXTXES
OF L IFE IN THIS COUNTRY1  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D .

+IF THE RACES IN THE COUNTRY ARE NOT A5LE T,O HAVE UNDERSTANDING
AND  RAPPORT WITH 0NE ANOTHER, OUR T I M E  W I L L  BE TAtiEN U P  W I T H
BUARRELLING  AMONG OURSELVES WHILE THE OUTSIDE WORLD CONTZNUES Ti)’
PROGRESS AT A RAPID PACE AND LEAVE US FAR BEHINDr.* HE SAID WHEN

?
OPENLNC A NESGHBOURLINESS  WORKCAMP  AT THE KANCHING  R E C R E A T I O N A L
FOREST7 TEMPLER’S PARK NEAR HERE.

. THE F IVE-DAY WQRKCAMP  9RGANISED BY THE NATIONAL,UNXTY  D E P A R T M E N T
IS ATTENDED BY 2130 YOUNG PEOPLE FROM RUKUNTETANGGA  SECTORS IN THE. \\
FEDERAL TERRITORY 0F KUALA LUMPUR.

DATUK SERI DA MAHATHIR SALD THE EMERGENCE OF A NATION WAS
FOUNDE,D  AND DEVEL9PED  ON CERTAIN ELEMENTS AND FOR TtiIS COUNTRY,  FOUR
E L E M E N T S  F0RMED THE BASIS. --  MURE
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THE FIRST AND MOST CRUCIAL WAS THE CONSENSUS REACHED AMONG THE
RACES JUST BEFORE NATIONAL INDEPENDENCEvaFOLLOWED  BY AN ENLIGHTENED
UMOERSTANDING  OF T H E  C O U N T R Y ’S  H I S T O R I C A L  BACKGROUNDI  THE COL0NIAL
RECOGNITION OF THE CIVXLISATION AND CULTURE OF THOSE TIMESI AND
LASTLY THE MASTERY AND USE QF BAHASA  MALAYSIA AS THE COUNTRY’S

c)FFXCIAL  LANGUAGE WITHOUT SUPPRESSING THE USE c>F OTHER LANGUAGES.
DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR IS CONFIDENT THE COUNTRY WILL ADVANCE

MORE RAPIDLY IF THE PEOPLE OF ALL RACES Mr)BILISED  AND COMBINED ALL
THE RESOURCES AT THESR DISPOSAL F0R THIS PURPOSE.

TOWARDS THIS END, THE FIRST STEP WAS GETTING TO KNOW QNE ANOTHER
EETTERv NOT JUST FOR SOCIABILITY BUT TO LEARN 0NE A N O T H E R ’S  C U S T O M S
AND TA50OS  SO THAT THE SENSITIVSTXES  OF EACH RACE WERE COMPREHENDED.

+FCLLOWING  THIS v WE SHOULD CONSCIOUSLY AVOID SAYING 9R DOING
SOMETHING THAT CAN HURT THE FEELINGS OF OUR FRIENDS 9F A DIFFERENT
RACE AND RELIGIONr+ HE ADDED.

HE SAID BECAUSE EACH COMMUNITY HAD XT6 OWN WEAKNESSESI THERE
MUST BE SINCERE AND HONEST COOPERATI,ON AMONG THEM TO OVERCOME THE
PROBLEMS 9 NOT A +TC?KEN  G E S T U R E  W H I C H  I S  NOT THE WAY.+ --  MORE
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THE GROUP WEAK IN THE AREA OF CU,LTURE  SHOULD BE GUIDED BY THE
WEAK 1Fi (CC’MMUNITY THAT EMPHAS.ISED CULTURAL TRADITIONS WHILE THOSE

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY SHOULD EE HELPED BY THOSE M0RE SUCCESSFUL IN
THESE F IELDS.

+ALL  QUARTERS SHOULD COLLECTIVELY UNDERTAKE THE TASK. WINDOW‘
DRESSING OR TOKEN GESTURE IN BRINCINC~.ABOUT  A BALANCE SHOULD BE
TOTALLY ELIMINATED. ‘

.

+PRACTICES  SUCH AS THE ALI-BABA  TYPE OF BUSLNESS WHERE AL1
SLEEPS AND BABA WORKS WILL NOT HELP FOSTER~INTER-COMMUNAL
RELATIONSI+  HE ADDED.

AS LCJNC AS THIS PRACTICE EXISTED* ALI WOULD  NEVER GAIN B U S I N E S S
‘SKILLS AND WOULD HAVE TO DEPEND 0N BABA FOREVER. A RACIAL BALANCE I N
THE BUSINESB SECTOR WOULD NEVER BE ACHIEVED AND RACIAL SUSPICIONS
WOULD REMAIN..

H E  ,SAID TH E  TRUE. EL E M E N TS  QF TH E  CONCEPT O F  N A T I ON A L  urdrrY HAD
NOT BEEN PROPERLY GRASPED BY MANY PEOPLEI LEADING TO THE EMERGENCE
0F VARIOUS PERCEPTIONS BY DIFFERENT GROUPS IN SOCIETY HAVING THEIR
O W N  P E R S P E C T I V E  0F THE MATTER. -- MORE
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OATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR  WANTS THIS  D IVERGENCE RECTIFIED3
E S P E C I A L L Y  AMOMG Tt#Z YOUNGI  A N D  I S  PRQtJD  THE* NATIONAL  UEdITY
DEPARTMENT IS TAKING THE INITIATIVE THR0UGH fTS WORIICAMP  PROGRAMME.

ELABORATING QN THE BASIC ELEMENTS THAT WENT INTO THE FORMATION
0F ~dATLONHc)OD  F6R TtlE C O U N T R Y  9 HE SAID BEFORE THE COLONIALISTS
ARRLVEDI  TtlE CQUNTRY  ALREAOY HAD A CIVlLISATIQN AND CULTURE THROUGH
A  S Y S T E M A T I C  FQRM OF ADMXNISTRATI0~d.

WHEN THE F0REtGNEHS CAME TO STAY, THEY FOUND IT NECESSARY TO
A D J U S T  T H E M S E L V E S  t’\rdD THEIR WAY OF LIFE TO C0NFOP.M WIT’H  THE SOCIAL
STRUCT’JRE  T H A T  ALREA@Y E X I S T E D .

THE CQLOMIAl._f!iTS  v IN ACKNOWLEDGXFIC  Tti1S FACT9  HAD RESFECTED THE
Cu5ToFls 7 TAB!)0Sr  RELIGION AND I~dSTITUTION 0F MONARCHY OF THE PEOPLE
ArdD wdsHtwdED Tt.lEF;E ELEHENTS  I N  TH E  F E D ER AL  CONSTITUTION,  bltixH WAS
FORMULATED bt.1:Tt.i THE ASS1STAl’dC.E  A N D  A D V I C E  0F THE COL.ONIALISTS.

IN THE C0FdSENSUF;  REACHED AMONG THE RACES BEFORE MERDEKAr SEVERAL
MATTERS RELATING TO THESE FACTORS WERE DISCUsSED AND AGREED UPON
THROUGH h SFXRIT QF COMPROMXSE  AtdD M U T U A L  R E S F E C T  AMONG  T H E  L E A D E R S
0F ALL THE RACES AT ‘THAT TIMEr HE ADDED,

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE YOUNG GENERATION 0F TODAY GOIrdG
‘T’HR~iUGH T H E  PROCEsJb>cp QF SOCIALISATLON  FQUNDED O N  T H E S E  BASIC V A L U E S

SHOVLI! PASS 0Ed 1tlF.I.R  E N L I G H T E N M E N T  TF)  T H E I R  C H I L D R E N  AS A CQNTXNUING
t{ERITAGE  IN ENSURIMG THE COUNTRY REMAINED PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS.
- -  BERFdhMA
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