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KUALA  LUMPUR y DEC 1I’kERNAMA) - -  OATUK  SERI OR M A H A T H I R  MOHAMAO
TODAY CAL.LEO  ON MALAYSIANS TO ACCEPT BAHASA  MALAYSIA AS THE SYMBOL
OF NATIONAL PRESTIGE AND MAKE IT AN EFFECTIVE LANGUAGE OF
COMTlUN  I CAT IObd AMONG THE VARIOUS COMMUNITIES IN THE ,COUNTRY.

THE PRIME MIMISTER SAID THE PEOPLE SHOULD ALTER THEIR ATTITUDE
OF PEGARDIPdG  AND USING SAHASA  MALAYSIA FOR ONLY SIMPLE DEALINGS OR
WHEN THEY HAD TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE GOVERNMENT.

LOVE FOR THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE SHOULD BE NURTURED AND ENRICHED
BY PRACTISING  IT BECAUSE CONSTANT PRACTICE WOULD INSTIL CONFIDENCE
TO MAINTAIN THE LOVE FOR THE LANGUAGE3  HE SAID WHEN LAUNCHING THE
+L(?VE E!AHASA MALAYSIA MOVEMENT+ HERE.

+WITHOUT  PRACTISING IT  9 IT WILL SE OIFFICULT FOR t.JS T O  C O N V I N C E
OURSELVES AND OTHERS THAT WE LOVE THE NATIONAL LANGUAGEI+ HE SAID.

r Ird LI NE WITH THIS- DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR URGED EVERYONE9

* PARTICULARLY THE PRIVATE SECTORI TO MAKE GREATER USE OF EAHASA
MALAYSIA BOTH IN SPEECH AND WRITING IN THEIR DEALINGS WITH THE REST
OF mxfsmr4 S O C I E T Y  A N D  N O T  J U S T  Ird O F F IC I A L  COZRESPONDENCE  W I T H

THE GOVERMMENT. -- MORE
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tiE SAID IN REBUILDING OR NURTURING THE PEOPLE’S LOVE FOR THE
FdATIOi’IAL  LANGUAGEv  O U T S I D E  F A C T O R S  - - OPPORTUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT --
SHOULD ALSO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT.

LAFIGUAGE  P L A N N I N G  B O D I E S  S U C H  A S  T H E  OEWAN  BAHASA  DAN PUSTAKA
StiOULD PL$Y A RIGGER AND MORE EFFECTIVE ROLE AND STEP UP THEIR
EFFORTS TO WIDEN AND MONITOR THE USE OF THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE, APART
FROM Tt{E EFFORTS OF VOLIJNTARY  AFdD LANGUAGE AND LITERARY
ORGAf4ISATIONS.

T O  F U R TH ER  S T R EN G T HE N  T H E  U S E  0~ efvinsn fm_wxn 14 OFFICIAL
Dmmm nrm To F UL LY  IMPLEMENT THE rdATIoNAL  t._nmunGE  w_IcYI HE

STRESSED TtiAT A REVLEW MUST SE CONDUCTED OF THE LEGAL PROVISIONS A N D
REGULA’TIONS  PERTAINING TO THE USE OF LANGUAGE WITtiOUl- IMPINGING ON
TttE UrdDERSTANDING  ACtiIEVED AMONG THE VARIOUS COMMUNITES  W H E N
INDEPEFIDENCE  G4AS ATTAIrdED.

tiE SAID A STUDY WAS ALSO NECESSARY TO FURTHER EXTEND THE USE OF
P,Atl(\SA MALAYSIA RFdD  NOTE ITS ACHIEVEMENTS AND TO IDEI4TIFY  THE MAIN
PRORI-EMS IN ITS IMPLEMENTATION AS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE IN T H E
PUELIC Ar4D P R I V A T E  S E C T O R S , INCLUDING THE PROFESSIONS SUCH AS LAW ' '
AND PIEUICINE.

E V E M  THOUGt!  Tt(E LEVEL OF USE OF BAHASA M A L A Y S I A  A S  T H E  O F F I C I A L
LANGrJAGE  IN THE PUBLIC  SECTOR WAS ALMOST COMPREHENSIVEI  BUT THE
QUALITY HAD YET TO REACH AN EXEMPLARY LEVEL WORTHY OF EMULATION BY
OTttER  U S E R  SECTORSI  H E  S A I D .  - -  M O R E
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+T1iIs MATTER SHO?ILD  RECEIVE URGENT ATTENTION BECArJSE SPELLING
GUIDANCEI TERMINOLOGY AND  GRAMMAR HAVE E?EEN STRENGTIlENED AND NO
L0NGER P O S E  A  EIG PROBLEM F O R  GOVERNMENT O F F I C E R S  T(j H A N D L E . +

OATUl( SEA1 OR MAHATHIR  A L S O SAX0 THE NEED TO LEARN AND USE
VARIOUS LANGUAGES T0 ENABLE MALAYSIANS COMMUN I CATE GS ;TH (3NE ANOTHER
WOULD LESSEN IN TIME P,ECAUsE THE PRESENT YOUNGER GENERATION WAS
ALREADY FLUENT IN f3AHRSA  MALAYSIA.

A S  SVCtiT H E  SAIDI T H I S  W O U L D  NOT JEOPARDISE COMMIJNICATION
P,ElblEEN  (3NE GRO?IP  AND ANOTHER BECAUSE ALL GROUPS ALREADY HAD
HASTERED  THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE 1 MEANING THAT WITH C)NE  LANGUAGE THE
PEOPLE WERE ABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH EVERY(3NE ELSE IN THE COUNTRY.

t!E DID NOT OENY THE IMPORTANCE OF AND NEED FOR THE ENGLISH
LANGVAGE  IN MANY ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS AN0 PRIV4TE SECTOR FjUSINESS~
PAPTICVLARLY  W I T H  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  COMPANIES7 BUT HE Q!IESTIONEO  T H E

i TENL’ENCY TO USE THE LANGURGE,WIDELY Tc3  THE NEGLECT OF THE NATIONAL
LAFIGUAGE.

* Ttiis M I G H T  eE  D U E  T O  LACK 0~  C O N F I D E N C E  I N  TH E  CAPACITY 0F T H E

N A T I O N A L  LANGrJAGEv  HE SAID AND ADDED THAT THIS ATT%TUDE SHOULD EE
DLSCARDEO BEcAVSE eAtiAsA  M A L A YS IA  W A S  N O T  LACI(ING IN AN Y  w a y  TC) t3E
APPLIED IN COMMUNICATION MATTERS.  - -  MC’RE
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DA-TUK  SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD UNDERTAKEN
VARIOIJS EFF(?RTS Tc3 F U L F I L L  T H E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  AND THE SPIRIT  c3F T H E
CONSTITUTION AND iHE NATIONAL LANGUAGE ACT TO BUILD? EXPAND AND >
~JPHOLD  eAHAsA MA L A Y S I A  IN ~~EEfwG W I T H  I TS S TA T U S  A N D  R OL E .

+NOW  A F T E R  3 0  Y E A R S  9F INDEPENDENCEI WE SHt3ULD  NO LONGER BE
Q U E S T I O N I N G  T H E  P O S I T I O N  A N D  S T A T U S  c3F BAHASA  MALAYSIAI FRt3M  T H E
LEGAL ASPECT OR THE POSITION OF THE LANGUAGES c3F (ITtiER COMMUNITIES
IN THIS T,O’JNTRY BECAUSE EVERYTHING IS SO CLEAR AND St!OULD NQT f?-E
MADE AN ISSUE.

+IN THIS CONTEXT1 LANGUAGE W.ILL NO LONGER BE ALLOWED TO BE
TURNED INTO A POLITICAL ISSUE9 MORE SO A RACIAL ISSUE WHICH CAN
ummrmE twm4~t_ ST A B I LIT Y  AN0  U N I T Y  B E C AU S E  TH E  P O SIT IO N  A N D
STATUS OF EVERY LANGUAGE IN THIS COUNTRY HAD BEEN CONSENiED  T0
JOINTLY .+

HE SAID PEOPLE WHOSE MOTHER TONG?IE IS BAHASA  MELAYU ALSO HAD c\
SFECIAL  R O L E  I N  EFF~ZRTS  ~13 EXPANO T H E  NATI~~NAL t_fwiunciE  - -  BY U SI N G

THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE WELL AND AVOIDING DIALECTS WHErI  SPEAKIMG,
INCL.UOING  WITH NON-MALAYS.

HE BELIEVED THAT THROUGH THIS9 THE NON-MACAYS’ COMMAND c)F THE
NATIONAL LANGUAGE  WOULD REACH THE OPTIMUM LEVEL IN ONE MORE
G E N E R A T I O N .  - -  BERNAMA
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