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SUMMIT- MAHATHIR
FROM ZAINOOP SIJLAIMAN
MANILA7 DEC ,I4 CBERNAMA) -- ASEAN MEMBER CQUNTRIES SHOClLD REMOVEI

ALL +UMNEcESSARY BARRIERS+ IN THEIR PURSUIT OF ECQNOMIC COOPERATION
TO TURN THE REGION INTO A POWER HOIJSE OF ECONOtiIC AND SOCIAL
ADVANCEMENT7 PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID
TODAY.

+WE MUST HAVE THE POLITICAL WILL?+ HE TOLD HIS COVNTERPARTS AT
THE OPENING '1F THE THIRD SUMMIT OF ASEAN HEADS OF GOVERNMENT HERE.

+FQR AS LQNG As WE ARE CLEAR ABO?IT THOSE OBJECTIVES, OUR WILL
SHOIJLD NOT WANE?+ HE ADDED.

DATUt< SERI OR MAHATHIRV WHO IS ATTENDING THE S?IMMIT FOR THE
FIRST TIMEI SAID ASEAN HAD COMBINED POTENTIAL OF MOPE THAN 250
MILLION PEOPLE WHOSE CREATIVITY AND INNOVATIVE ABILITY WERE
CONSIDERAbLE.

+THE ASEAN COVNTRIES HAVE THE NATURAL PESOURCES AND PRODUCTIVE
CAPACITY TO VENTURE INTO MANY AREAS OF ECONQMIC ACTIVITY IN ORDER TO
REALISE THE PEGION's FULL POTENTIAL AND TRrJLY TURN ASEAN INTO A

I . ,GROIJTH CENTRE FQP THE F?IT?IREv+ HE SAID.
. NOTING THAT THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGES REING FACED RY ASEAN WERE

ENORMOIJS, DATIJK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID ASEAN HAD REEN HIGHLY
DEPENDENT or4 THE ~IORLD MARKET FOR THE SALE OF PRIHARY COMMODITIES
AND A LIMITED RAr4GE OF MANUFACTURED GOODS.

HE SAID THAT SINCE THE 1970'3 THERE HAD REEN A RELATIVELY SMALL
THOUGH STEADY Ir4CRmsE Ir4 INTRA-ASEAN  TRADE;, +THE PR~?LONGED IMeALANCEs Ir4 WOPLD TR ADE AND ING.EWX'
PR~TECTIOWST TRENDS WHICH ARE eEcoMIr4G PERVASIVE IN TH E
INTERNAT.IOMAL  TRADING ENVIRONMENT DO NOT BODE b4ELL FQR ASEAN*+ HE
SAID. -- MORE
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DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID THE COMMODITY PRODUCIN'i CO?lNTRIES IN
ASEAN HAD SUFFERED THE ILL-EFFECTS OF POOR DEMAND? LQW RETURNStAND
INCREASING PROTECTION,ISM IN THE AREA OF COMMODITIES.

+WE FACE DAr4GEROVS TRENDS IN THE DEVELOPED CO?1rITRIES  IF4 THE FORM
OF SUEZSIDISED AGRICIJLTURAL EXPORTST CONCESSIONAL SALES AND SMEAR
CAMPAIGNS TO DISCREDIT O?lR PROD~JCTSI+ HE SAID.

SAYING THAT ASEAN SHOIJLD INCREASE ITS EFFORTS IN SAFEG~JARDING
ITS L'?NG-TERM INTERESTS IN THE AREA OF COMMODITIES~ THE PRIME
MINISTER STRESSED THE URGENT NEED FOR ASEAN TO GIVE SPECIAL EMPHASIS
TO THE COMMODITY ISSUES.

HE S?lGGESTED THE REVIEWING AND RESTRUCTtJRING OF THE ASEAN ;
MACHINERY TO ACCOMMODATE THE COMMODITY SECTOR. / ’

DATrJt( SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID ASEAN? AS A RESPECTED REGIONAL
ORGANISATION~ SHOULD BE CAPARLE OF CONTRIBUTING TOWARDS FLNDING SOME
OF THE sOL!JTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC WOES THROU'iH THE
INTENSIFICATION OF ECONOMIC COOPERATI(?N  AMONG MEMBER COUNTRIES,
DIALOGUES WITH DIALOG?IE PARTNERS AND THROrJGH ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN
RELEVANT Ir4TERNAT LONAL FORA.

. c +ASEAN COUNTRIES CAN COLLECTIVELY VENTURE INTO VARIOUS AREAS I N
ORDER TO HELP THEMSELVES AS WELL AS TO CONTRIBUTE TOIJnRDS  A MORE
STABLE AND MANAGEABLE WORLD ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 9 + HE SAID.

INCREASED C(?(?PERATION AM?ONG THE COUNTRIES IN THE Sl?UTH COULD
PROVIDE NEW OPPORTVNITIES  FOR ASEAN? HE ADDED. -- MORE
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HITTING 9tJT AT THE CRITICSI DATUK SEP.1 OR MAHATHXR SAID THAT

WHILE CERTAIN SPECIFIC PR9GRAMMES OF AsEAN C99PERATI')N  MIGHT HAVE
RUN INTO SOME PR9BLEMSr ASEAN HAS StJCCEEoEo IN MANY AREAS.

ASEAN FtJNCTI9NAL. COOPERATIONI WHICH ENC9MPAsSEo A WIDE RANGE 9F
ISSUES AND ACTIVITIES1  HAD INDEED ENHANCED THE ASE4r.l IDENTITYI HE
SAID.

+ASEAN SHOULD ALWAYS BE WILLING T6 IMPROVE9 ACCEPT NEW IDEAS AND
BEGIN FRESH INITIATIVES T9 RAISE THE LEVEL 9F COOPEPATION  NOT ONLY
AMONG THE MEMBER COUNTRIES BUT ALSO BETWEEN ASEAN AND THE REST OF
T H E  WORLDI+ HE SAID.

THE CtJRRENT  SUMMIT GAVE THE HEADS 9F GOVERNMENT AN OPPORTUNITY
I TO A S S E S S  A S E A N ’S  A C H I E V E M E N T S  A N D  Ll?Ot<  INTO NEW INIT IATIVES THAT

’ HAD BEEN CAREFtJLLY WORKED  9UT 9VER THE LAST FEW MONTHS,  HE S A I D .
+ I AM CONFIDENT THAT ALL OF tJS SHARE THE VIEW THAT ASEAN

i ECON9MfC CO9PERATION NEEDS TO BE INTENSIFIEDI+ HE SAIDI CALLING HIS '
9N c9uNTERPARTs FR O M  T H E  OTHER  F IVE M E M B ER  NATIONS TO RR9vIoE THE

* NECESSARY DIRECTI9N FOR THE FUTURE.
A C C O R D I N G  T O  OATClK  SERI OR MAHATHIRl  9NE AREA U(AT  C O U L D  B E

SERIOtJSLY CONSIDERED WAS THE ENCOURAGEMENT 9F WIOE PARTICIPATION OF
THE PRIVATE SECT9R IN THE ACTIVITIES Of ASEAN. -- M9RE
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9N POLITICAL ISStJES, OATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID THAT AMONG
MANY CHANGES THE COUNTRIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA FACED I.N THE L4ST
DECADE WAS THE PR(?Lt?NGEO  VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION c3F KAMPUCHEA.

THE

THERE HAD ALSO BEEN A NEW CORRELATION IN THE STRATEGY INTEREST ’
AND MILITARY PRESENCE OF THE SUPERPOWERS IN THE REGION.

+THESE HAVE PRESENTED AN UNFAVO'JRABLE SITUATIr)N FOR PEACE AND
S T A B I LIT Y IN T H E  REGIONS+ HE SAID.

9N THE KAMPUCHEAN PROBLEM? HE SAID EFFORTS T9 FIND A SOLUTION
SHOULD NOT AIM ONLY AT ENSURING TOTAL VIETNAMESE WITHDRAWAL AND THE
RESTORATION 9F THE INDEPENDENT T NEUTRAL AND NON-ALIGNED STATUS OF >
KAMPtJCHEA 9 BUT ALSO AT ENDING ONCE AND FOR ALL THE RIVALRY AMc?NG
MAJOR PONERS IN THE REGION SO THAT OURABLE  PEACE9 UNDERSTANDING AND
COOPERATION COULD  PREVAIL.

+LET SOUTHEAST ASIA BE F(>R S9UTHEAST  ASIANS AND LET THE PEOPLE
9F THIS REGION GET ON WITH THE JOB 9N MAINTAINING PEACE AND
STABILITY FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR OWN OEVELOPMENT AND PROGRESSI+  HE
SAID.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT IN THE LIGHT OF THESE CHANGES9  IT
WA5 IMPERATIVE THAT FVRTHER EFFORTS BE MADE Tc)EFFECT  THE EARLY
R E A L I S S A T I O N  9F THE ZONE OF PEACE,  FREEOr)M AND NEtJTRALITY  r.ZOPFAN)

., IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.
STRESSING THAT MALAYSIA PLACED GREAT IMPORTANCE 9N ZOPFANI  HE

SAIO IT RECOGNISED THE ROLES 9F THE MAJOR POWERS7 THEIR LEGITIMATE
INTERESTS AND POSITIVE CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE REGION. -- MORE
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DATUK SERI OR M P H A T H I R  SAID ASEAN HAD PeEEN QrJITE  S U C C E S S F U L  I N
FACING THE SECURITY CHALLENGES POSED BY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE REGION.

+OlJR FAITH IN THE IMPORTANCE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL
PROGRESS AS THE FOUNDATION FOR PEACE AND SECURITY HAS PAID OFFv+ HE
S A I D .

+CONSEQUENTLY  WE REJECT THE POSSIBILITY OF ASEAN EVOLVING INTO A
REGIONAL COLLECTIVE SECURITY ARRANGEMENT OR MILITARY ALLIANCE.

+WE ARE ARLE TO DO THIS BECAUSE WE BELIEF ThT TO WIN FRIENDS
O N E  SHOULC NOT CREATE ENEMIES r+ HE AODEO.

DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR  ALSO SPOKE ON THE PROBLEM OF ORUG A B U S E
AND ILLICIT TRAFFICKING WHICH WAS AFFECTING THE NATIONAL SECURITY OF
MEMEER COUNTRIES.

CALLING FOR GREATER AND CONCERTED EFFORTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL
. COMMUNITY TO ERADICATE THE PROBLEMr HE SAL0 ASEAN’S RESOLVE ON THIS

MATTER H(iD BEEN AN EXAMPLE TO ALL COUNTRIES COUNTERING +THIS
. TERRIBLE SCOURGE.+

+WE MUST REMAIN STEADFAST IN THE FIGHT AGAINST&THE DRUG MENACEI+
H E  S A I D .

‘3N T H E  I N D O C H I N E S E  REFllGEE PROf3LEM  F A C E D  B Y  ASEAN COCJNTRIES  F9R
’ OVER A DECADEI THE PRIME MINISTER SAID EFFORTS SHOULD CONTINUE TO

FIND A DURABLE AND  EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONI IN PARTIr,ULAR  BY SOLVING IT
AT SOURCE. s

V IETNAM AND LiOS SHOULD COOPERATE IN  THIS  REGARD?  HE ADDED. --
BERNAMA
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