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LIKENED THE UNRESOLVED PHIL IPPINE CLAIM TO SABAH TO +A BONE STUCK IN
THE THROAT+.

. NEVERTHELESS 9 THE RELATIONS BETWEEN MALAYSIA AND THE PHILIPPINES
WERE STILL NORMAL? THE PRIME MINISTER SAID.

+OUR TIES REMAIN NORMAL. BUT THERE IS S(>METHING  NAGGING US+1 HE
SAID? A N D  QUOTED  A  M A L A Y  P R O V E R B  *SEPERTI  TULANG TERLEKAT  DI
RENGKONG 7 DITELAN SAKII’ 7 D I B U A N G  TAK B(‘)LEH+ C L I T E R A L L Y  3 LIKE A EONE
STUCK I N  T H E  THROAT7 PAINFUL TO SWALLOW ANr) DIFFICULT. TO REMOVE) 9
REFERRING TO THE CLAIM.

THE PRLME MINISTER WAS RESPONDING TO A QUESTION FROM MALAYSIAN
JOURMALI.STS  ABQ’JT  THE D E L A Y  I N  T H E  PRUCESS T(3 D R O P  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E
wari To s&em ey LE G I S L AT O R S  H ER E .

A BILL’TO ENABLE THE PHIL IPPINES Tc3  O F F I C I A L L Y  A B A N D O N  T H E
25-YEAR-OLD  CLAIM IS NOW BEFORE THE SENATE.

tiOCJEVERr  A SETTLEMENT OF THE PROPRIETARY RIGHTS OF THE HEIRS 0F
THE SULU SULTANATE Is BEING SOUGHT AS A PRE-CONDITI(3N  FOR THE

DROPPING OF THE CLAIM.  - -  MORE
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THE PHIL IPPINE CONGRESS HAD EARLIER APPROVED A SIMILAR .BILLv  BUT
WITHOUT ANY CONDITIONS ATTACHEDI AT THE ‘BEHEST OF PRESIDENT CORAZON
AQUINO.

THE Mi3VE HAD RAISED HOPES AMONG MANY CIRCLES ?HAT THE PROCESS c)F
RELIMBUISHING T H E  C L A I M  COULO  EE C O M P L E T E D  f3Y T H E  T I M E  T H E  T H I R D
ASEAN SVMMIT 7 WHICH OFFICIALLY CLOSED T0DAYv WAS HELD.

DATUK SEP.1 DR MAHATHIRv HERE FOR THE CONFERENCE WITH THE QTHER
ASEAN HEADS r3F GOVERNMENT 1 SAID HE PERSONALLY FELT IT WOULD H A V E
BEEN BETTER IF THE MATTER HAD DEVELOPED THAT WAY.

H E  SAID H E  H A D  M E T  W I T H  P R E S I D E N T  ABUINO  AND HAD R E C E I V E D  AN
EXF’Lf+N&TION  FROM SENATE PRESIDENT JOVITO  SALONGA WHO MET HIM AT HIS
H(3TEL.

P R E S  I DEb.lT  ABU IN<3 t
INDEFENDENT  BODY N O T
CONGRESS. -- MORE
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BOUND BY DECISIONS MADE BY THE PRESIDENT OR,
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+IN V.IEW OF THISr  WE Tc)LD  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  T H A T  W E  UNGERSTOOD  T H E .
PROCESS AND ARE PREPARED T(3 WAIT F13R WHATEVER DECISION THE SENATE 4 ,.
MIGHT ARRIVE AT IN ACCOROANCE  WITH THE LAWS HERE SO THAT THE SABAH
PROBLEM CAN BE RES(‘,LVEDr+  HE SAID.

DATUK  SER.1 OR MAHATHIR REITERATE0 MALAYSIA’S STAND THAT .THE
PROPRIETARY RIGHTS OF THE SULU SULTANATE HEIRS WERE SEPARATE FROM
THE CLAIM TO SABAH.

+IN (3UR VIEIJ? THc,  PHILIPPINES CAN DROP ITS CLAIM TO SABAH WHILE /
,WE WILL NEGOTIATE WITH THE HEIRS OF THE SULU SULTANATE LATER++ HE
S A I D .

ASKED WHETHER THE DIFFERENCE OF OPINION BETWEEN PUAN AQUINC) AND
coNGREss 0~ ONE HAND AND  TH E  S E N A T E  0N TH E  O T H E R  H A D  BE E N

STAGE-MANAGED 3 AS WAS WIDELY BELIEVED,  DATUK SERI
HE HAD N{? IDEA WHAT ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE.

+WHAT  I tCr4QG4 I S  - T H E R E  I s  A  D I V E R G E N C E  O F  V I E W S
AQUINO AND CONGRESS i)N ONE  SIDE AND THE SENATE ON
S A I D . - -  MORE
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BETWEEN PUAN
THE OTHER I+ HE
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/ 0N T H E  SUMMITr DATUIK  SERl OR MAHATHIR SAID HE WAS SATISFIED WITH
THE 0UTCOME.

HE SAID THE CONFERENCE WAS CONCLUDED IN A SHORT  TIME AS THE
ttEADS  OF GOVERPdMENT  ACCEPTED IN FULL THE RECOMMENDATIONS EY THE
S E N I O R  OFFICIALS At’dD MINISTERS.

DATUK ‘SERI OR MAHATHIRq  W H O  A T T E N D E D  T H E  S U M M I T  F.0R  THE FIRST
TiME AS PRIME MINXSTER,  SAID IT  HAD GIVEN HIM AN OPPORTUNITY TO GET
T O  KNOW  THE OTHER  ASEAN  L E A D E R S  SETTER1 ESPECIALLY PUAN ABUINi) WHOM
HE MET FOR THE F IRST T IME.

HE SAID THE POST-SUMMIT INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS HELD 5Y THE SIX
ASEAN HEADS 0F GOVERNMENT HAD ENABLED THE LEADERS OF BRUNEI
DARUSSALAM? IND0NESIAv MALAYSIA1  T H A I L A N D  A N D  SINGAP0RE TO GET A
FIRSTHAND VIEW OF THE CURRENT SECURITY AND PO!_lTICAL  SITUATION IN
T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S .

A T  THEsMEETING,  H E  SAIDI P U A N  AQUINO HAD SRISFED THE QTHER
LEADERS ON HHAT WAS HAPPENING HERE. HE DID NOT ELABORATE.i 0N T H E  P R O G R E S S  A C H I E V E D  BY ASEANI DATUK SERI OR M A H A T H S R  S A I D

_ . THE 20-YEAR-OLD  REGIONAL GROUPING HAD ATTAINED MUCH IN  THE POLIT ICAL
FIELD ALTHOUGH THERE WAS STILL MUCH Tc)  BE DONE IN %CON0MIC MATTERS.

--  MORE
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THIS WAS UNDERSTANDABLE AS ASEAN WAS FORMED NOT FOR EC0NOMIC
R E A S O N S  BUT FOR POLIT ICAL REASONS1 HE SAiD.

+IN ECOt’dOMIC  TERMS v WE HAVE COMPETING ECON0MIES  AND AS SUCH THE
PROGRESS OF COOPERATION IN THIS FIELD HAS SEEN LESS,+ HE ADDED.

TdEVERTHELESS 1 HE’SALO,  HE SAW A SINCERE POLITICAL DETERMINATION
DISPLAYED AT THE SUMMIT TO FURTHER UPGRADE ECONOMIC COOPERATION.

IT WAS’LEFT TO THE OFFICIALS AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR IN EACH
COtJNTRY TO IMPLEMENT THE AGREEMENTS THAT HAD SEiN REACHED, HE SAIDI
ADDING THAT THIS PROCESS WOULD TAKE TItIE.

ON T H E  US%‘2 B I L L I O N  CM%5 BILLION) 0FFERED  EY J A P A N  TQ F U N D  ASEAN
PRLVATE SECTOR PRO.!ECTSI DATUK SEA1 OR M A H A T H I R  S A I D  I T  W A S  U P  T O
THE PRIVATE SECTOR OF EACH COUNTRY TQ TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS CHEAP
SOURCE 0F FUNDS TO UNDERTAKE NEW PROJECTS OR TO EXPAND THEIR
A C T I V I T I E S .

tJNLIt(E 0THER  EARLIER F INANCIAL ASSISTANCE EXTENDED BY JAPAN
WHICH WAS ONLY FOR INFRASTRUCTURAL PROJECTSI T H I S  W A S  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E
SUCH FACIL IT IES WERE BEING DIRECTED SPECIF ICALLY AT THE PRIVATE
SECTORI H E  S A I D .  - -  S E R N A M A
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