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I MANILA7 D E C  15. r.BERNAMA) - -  A N  AODITIONAL  ASEAN COMMXTTEE - -  (3N
COMMODITIES - - PROPOSED BY MALAYSIA TO TACKLE PROBLEMS FACED EY THE
R E G I O N ’s  COMMQDITY  P R O D U C E R S  I S  EEING WORt(ED OUT EY 0FFICIALS OF THE
SIX MEMBER COUNTRIES.

PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR M0HAMAD W.HO TOLD THIS TO
MALAYSIAN JOURMALISTS HERE TODAY SAID THE COMMITTEE WAS  ESPECIALLY

’ NEEDED NOW GIVEN THE C0MMc)N  THREAT OF THE ANTI-PALtl OIL CAMPAIGN IN ,
THE UNITED STATES.

ASEAN HAS ALREADY A T9TAL  OF 15 C O M M I T T E E S  C O V E R I N G  V A R I O U S
MATTERS 9 INCLUDING FIVE ON EC0Ni)MIC MATTERS.

DAT’JK SERI DR MAHATHLRI  WHO  i-CAD ATTENDED THE JUST-CONCLUDED
T H I R D  ASEAN SUMMIT7 SAID THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST PALM OIL WAS DIRECTED
NOT ONLY AT MALAYSIA, THE WORLD’S BIGGEST PALM OIL PRODUCER, BUT
ALSO I N D O N E S I A .

+IT W I L L  DO US A  LOT OF G O O D  I F  W E  C A N  C00PERATE  W I T H  E A C H  0THER
AND P R E S E N T  A  U N I T E D  FRONT?+ HE SAID.  - -  MORE
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IN THE CASE 0F TIN- HE SAID? ASEAN  PRODUCERS LIKE’MALAYSIA,
INDOFIESIA AND THAILAND HAD BEEN ABLE Tc)  COQPERATE T H R O U G H  T H E I R
NEMC~ERSHIP  I N  T H E  A S S O C I A T I O N  OF TIN-PR0DUCING  C0UNTRIES CATPC).

+THE RESCiLT O F  T H I S  COOPERATIQN I S  T H A T  T I N  C A N  NO% B E  SOLDI+ H E
SAIDI ALLUDING T0 TttE GRADUAL RECOVERY OF TIN PRICES FOLLOWING THE
C O L L A P S E  0F THE INTERNATIONAL TIN MARt(ET  IN THE LAST FEW YEARS.

DRTUK  SERI OR MAHATHIR AL50  SAID THE REASON WHY THE GROUPING’S
POLITICAL RESULTS +OUTPERFORMED+  ITS ECONOMIC RESULTS WAS BECAUSE
ASEbb WAS FORMED AS A POLITICAL FORUM.

HE SAID THAT UNLIKE THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY r.EECj  1 ASEAN
b4hS F O R M E D  N6T EECAUSE  OF A  PLANNED P0LITICAL  DESIRE TO COQPERATE
ECONOMICALLY .

+THE EC0NOMIC  IDEAS ONLY CAME LATER. I AM AFRAID THAT A LOT OF
PEO~LEI  btHEl’4 T H E Y  TALK  0F ASEAN? HAVE THE EEC IN MIND.  S IMPLY
SECAUSE  THE EEC COOPERATES ECONOMICALLY DOES NOT MEAN THAT WE WILL
CO0PERATE  ALONG THE SAME LINESI+ HE SAIDI AND ADDED THAT ASEAN
CO’JNTRIEPJ  HA0 COMPETIFIG  E C O N O M I E S .

O?lT  HE SAID THAT ASEAN H E A D S OF GOVERNMENT AT THEIR SUMMIT HAD
SHOWN CLEAR POLITICAL COMMITMENT TO MOVE INTRA-REGIONAL ECONOMIC
COOPERATION FORWARD AN0 IT WAS N0W UP TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR AND
0FFIcIALs xr4 TH E  C OU N T R I E S  ~(3 T RA N SL AT E  T H E I R  R E S O L V E. -- SERNAMA
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