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I MAHATHIR-COCONUTS
BM
LANGKAWIv  OEC 26- (BERNAMA) - -  PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI D R

M A H A T H I R  MOHAMAD TOOAY CALLED ON THE RELEVANT QUARTERS T9 INTENSIFY
R E S E A R C H  9N THE USES OF THE C9CONUT TO HELP B99ST THE INCOME OF
C O C O N U T  F A R M E R S .

T H E  TRAOITlONAL  USE OF THE C9CONUT AND I T S  P A R T S  WAS‘NO  L9NGER
SUITABLE NOWI HE SAID WHEN LAUNCHING THE INTERNATIONAL C9CONUT
FESTIVAL HERE.

HE SAID THE COC9NUT INDUSTRY C9ULD  BE SUSTAINED THROUGH MODERN
AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AS HE BELIEVED A PROFITABLE HANDICRAFT
INDUSTRY COULO BE DEVELOPED WITH THE USE 9F COCONUT PARTS.

O A T U K  SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID THAT IF .PACKED GINGER COULO BE SOLD
AT A LONDON  SUPERMARftET  A T  S E V E R A L  T I M E S  T H E  LQCAL P R I C E ,  H E
BELIEVED THE SAME COULD BE D9NE FOR COCONUTS.

HE PRAISE0 AGRICULTURE MINISTER DATUK SERI SANUSI JUNID’FOR
IN T R OD UC IN G  T H E  +DRxNf(  YOUNG COCONUT  W A T ER +  C AM PA IG N  WHICH HAO ’
f4ELPEO T9 B99ST  THE PRICES 9F C O C O N U T S .  - -  M O R E \
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HE SAID THAT IN IT IALLY THE PEOPLE9  I N C L U D I N G  H
LAUGHED AT THE CAMPAIGN BUT IT HAD PRQVED  T9 BE S SO MUCH
SO THAT THERE WAS N9W A PROBLEM IN GETTING YOUNG rCOCONUTS.

THE SUCCESS OF THE CAMPAIGN HAD RAISED THE PRICE 9F COCONUTS AND
AS A  RESULT THE G9VERNMENT  NEED NOT HAVE T9 GIVE SUBSIDIES T9 .
COC9NUT FARMERS ANYMORE?  HE ADDED.

HE HQPED THAT THE TWQ-DAY COCONUT FESTIVAL9  WHICH INCLUDES A
SEMLNAR AND C9C9NUT  TREE CLIMBING C9MPETITI9N~  WOULD HELP TO PROMOTE
MALAYSIA OVERSEAS.

THE COCONUT TREE CLIMBING COMPETITION HAS DRAWN 30 PARTICIPANTS
FROM THAILANDI THE PHILXPPINESr  INDONESIAI SRI LANKA9 HAWAII*
MALDIVESI FIJLI PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND MALAYSLA.

PRESENT WERE THE PRIME MINISTER'S WIFEI DATUK SERI DATIN PADUKA
DR SITI HASMAH ALI AND DATUK SERI SANUSI .  - -  BERNAMA
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