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PRIME Minister Datuk Seri- Dr .|

Mahathir Mohamad said yes
terday radio-and-tetevision Sta-
tions need to play a role to check
any attempt a undermining the
culture and values of the people
through the entry of unhedthy
elements of foreign culture.

He said the entry and influence
of such culture and vaues can
take place subtly through musir,
songs, films and other informa-
tion material. .

While changes of a %hyscal
nature can be prevented by stern
action by the authorities, ele-
ments of mental and cultural co-
lonisation are more difficult to
check, he said when launching
Information and Broadcasting
Week and RTM's new logo in
Kuaa Lumpur.

The launching of the celebra-
tions to mark the 25th anniver-
sary of television broadcast in
the country, a decade of colour
TV and the 42nd anniversary of
radio broadcast and the Infor-
mation Department was telecast
live from Angkapasuri.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir. who
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earlier took the salute from a
parade mounted by staff of agen-
cies under the Information Min-
istry, said the infiltration of un-
healthy values and culture needs
to be checked through strenthen-
ing, spreading and popularising
the nation’s own culture.

In this connection, radio and
TV as well as films have an im-

rtant role in instilling a love
or and pride in the nationd cul-
ture, he added. ) )

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said

radio and TV have a heavy re-
sponsibility to the nation” and
community in that they not only
have to provide hedthy and con-
structive entertainment but also
information that is beneficial.

They should broadcast news,
information and latest know-
ledge to their listeners and
viewers, he added.

The Prime Minister stressed

that they should refrain from
broadcasting anything that goes

againgt the objectives of nationa
policies and development or that
could ruin the morality and dig
nity of the race and nation.

“They should also promote the
spirit of loyaty and love for the
nation,” he added.

He said radio and TV should
help to upgrede cultural values
besides the value of the informa-
tion given.

Radio and TV broadcasts
should be able to summarise and
give an overal picture of the
strength of culture, both old and
new, to build up a cultura resi-
lience that cannot be easily
threatened by foreign cultures,
he said

Culturdl and socid steadfast-
ness fhat can be symbolised in
the life of the Malaysian com-
munitv ¢an aso promote unity of
the people, he added.

“ Solidarity is very important
and rgeeds to be given priority in
al radio and TV programmes,
either in the form of documen-
taries, entertainment or others,”

he sad.
He said this is a heavy task and
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is placed on the shoulders of all
artistes and cultural figures and
the general public, especialy the
younger generation and lovers of
the arts and culture of the nation.

If they themselves do not re-
cognise and love their own cul-
ture, it would be easy for foreign
cultures to gain a foothold In
their lives, he added.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir aso
wanted RTM, as a government
agency that requires huge ex-
penditure, to strive to meet this
on its own. .

He said RTM should increase
its revenue to obtain funds for
changing or increasing its equip-
ment.

Steps to economise and make
more effective use of exigting fa-
cilities should be taken, he said.

Productivity in all fields
should be upgraded through
more efficient work planning
and implementation, he added.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir aso
ur?ed staff of agencies under the
Information Ministry to upgrade
their knowledge to carry out
their tasks better.
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