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MAHATHlR MOHAMAD ~TODAY TOOf< TO TASK CERTAIN PEOPLE WHO QUESTIONED 
i-HE COMPOSITLON OF THE TRIeUNAl SET UP TO HEAR CHARGES ACAiNST 
SUSPENDED LORD PRESXDENT TUN MOHAMED SALLEH AeAS. 

HE SAID THE ACTIONS OF THESE PEOPLE COULD TARNISH THE IMAGE Oi 
THE JUDICIARY bdHEN +Tf-lEY ARE THE ONES SAYING THE ,lMAGE OF THE 
JUDICIARY SHOULD SE PROTECTED+. 

THE IMPORTANT THING IS TO DETEfiMINE WHETHER THE JUDICIARY IN THE 
COUNTRY IS QUALIFIED OR NOTI HE T(3LD REPORTERS AFTER CHAIRING A 
BARISAN NASIONAL r:BN) SUPREME COUNCIL MEETLEdG AT THE PUTRA WORLD 
TRADE CENTRE HERE. 

+SOME PEOPLE ARE DIVIDING THE JUDICIARY ENTO PEOPLE CLOSE TO 
THIS OR-CLOSE TO THAT? AND SAYLPdG THIS ONE LS NOT BUALLFIED AND THAT 
ONE IS QUALIFIED. SO J&IGtiS ARE SEING CATEGORISED As GOOD AND‘eADo’*~ 
HE SAID. 

HE WAS RESPONDING TO &UESTIDNS (ABOUT CERTAIN PEOPLE BEING NOf. 
HAPPY WITH THE COMPOSITSON OF THE TRISUNAL CHAIfIED BY THE CHIEF. 
JUSTICE OF MALAYA TAN SRI ABDUL HAMXD OMAR. -- MORE 
1720MST 18 04 88 

5726 
R E486 RAE 

MAHATHIR-TRIBUNAL 3 KUALA LUMPVR 

+WHO HAS NO CONFLICT OF INTEREETS?, bdHEN THERE IS NO ONE ABOVE1 
THE ONE eELold WILL MOVE.UP~+ SAID DATutt SERI 5R MAWATHIR WHO fs SN 
CHAIRMAN. 

ASKED WHETHER THE MEMBERSHIP Of- THE TRIBUNAL MIGHT BE CHANGEDI 
HE SAID: +‘YOU CANNOT SATISFY PEOPLE .+ 

HE SAID THERE WAS NO SUCH THIN(; AS PEOPLE CHOOSING THEIR OWN 
JUDGES. ’ 

APART FROM TAN SRI. HAMID, FIVE OTHER PEOPLE APPOINTED TO THE 

TRIeUNAL eY THE YANG DI-PERTUAN AGONG ARE THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF 
eORNE0 9 TAN SRI LEE HUN HOEI TH E CHIEF JUSTICE OF SRI LANKA1 ‘K.N.P. 
RANASINGHE v SENIOR .JUDGE OF THE S!.NGRPORE SUPREME COURTI T.S. . 

SfNNATHURAYl RETIRED FEDERAL couRi JUDGE TAN SRI AeouL AzIz z~iN 
AND RETIRED HI& COURT JUDGE TAN I’RF ZAHZR ISMAIL. 

THE TRIBUNAL WAS SET UP LN ACC(!RDRNCE WITH ARTICLE 223 (3) AND 
c/t) OF THE FEDERAL CONsTI.TVTKON TI, J.N’JESTXGATE API5 RECOMMEND TO HIS 
MAJESTY WHETHER TUN MOHAMED SALLEt StfOUL.5 OE REMOVED AS THE LORD 
PRESIDENT. 

DATUK SERI Of? MAHATHIR SAID HE !-IA5 SRLEFED THE MEE<TLNG ON THE 
SETTING UP OF TljE TRIRUNAC. ---eERI Ailh 
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MEANWHILE? THE MALAYSIAN BAR COUNCIL TODAY PASSED SIK 
RESOLUTIONSI ONE OF WfiICH CALLED FOR THE SETTING UP OF A STANDING 
COMMITTEE TO HELP TUN SALLEH AND HIS LEGAL AOVISERS IN FACING THE 
TRIBUNAL. 

. 

THE RESOLUTIONS WERE PASSED AFTER A THREE-HOUR EXTRAORDINARY 
GENERAL MEETING (:EGM) ATTENDED BY 791 MEMEERS OF THE BAR HERE. 

BAR COUNCIL VICE-CHAIRMAN S. THEIVANTHIRAN SAID THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE? TO eE SET UP SOON? COMPRISING REPRESENTATIVES FROM 13 
STATES IN MALAYSIA? WOULD MONITOR AND COMPILE ALL RELEVANT 
INFORMATION I NEWS AND LEGISLATION PERTAINING TO +THE RECENT EROSION 
OF THE INOEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY+r 

THE’XAR CALLED ON THE GOVERNMENT TO REPEAL THE AMENDMENTS TO THE 
FEDERAL CONSTITUTION ANO TO REAFFIRM ITS COMMITMENT TO THE RULE 9F 
LAW AND THE CARDINAL PRINCIPLE OF INOEPENOENCE OF THE JUDICIARY 

IT ALSO AGREED TO INSTRUCT COU’I’I6ELr WITH LEAVE 9F THE TRIEUN~~ 
IF NECESSARYv TO H9LD A WATCHING BRIEF ON BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL AN6 
RENDER SUCH ASSISTANCE AS THE TRIC?UNAf_ MAY REQUIRE. -- BERNAMA 
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