
0200 
U E065 AAE 

MAHATHIR-TIMBER CCORRECTED RPTI INSERTING N4ME 9F PLANT XN,PARA 
F9’JR) 

eM 
St 

;J i 

SIl3U~ JULY 4 (BERNAMA) -- DATUK SERI aR_~~~AZH_l_fl.~.HIIHAMB_Q TODAY 
cfl1TrcI~~o SEVERAL GROUPS 1~ Siiii-ZZiP~0 COUNTRIES WHICH ARE 
TRYING TO CAUSE A BOYCOTT OF MALAYSIA TIMBER BY ALLEGING THAT 
FELLING OF TREES IN THIS COUNTRY HAS 4FFECTED THE GLOBAL CLIMATE. 

THE PRIME MINIISTER SAID THESE GROUPS HA0 ADVISED MALAYSLA TO 
PR9TECT AND CONSERVE ITS F0RESTS FOR A BETTER WORLO CLIMATE. 

HE STRESSED THAT EXPORTING OF TIMSER i3Y’MALAYSl.A 010 NOT MEAN IT 
WAS ZNSENSITIVE T9 WORLD CLIMATIC CONOLTfONS. THE COUNTRY HAD ALWAYS 
ADOPTED A RESPONSIBLE 4TTITUDE IN F9REST CONSERVATION, HE SAID. 

+MALAYSIA IS A P99R COUNTRY AND IS JUST DEVELOPING AND LT IS 
IMPORTANT FOR IT T9 EARN A LITTLE REVENUE FROM ITS RICH FOREST 
RESOURCESI+ HE SAID WHEN 9fENING A PLYWOOD PLANT -- PLYWQOD RIMBUNAN 
HIJAU SDN SHO -- AT ENSURAJ. NEAR HERE. 

+IN FACT1 COUNTRIES THAT ARE S9 EAGER TQ PROTECT THE W9RLD 
CLIMATE SHOULD OFFER’6990 I’RICES F’OR OUR TIMBER SO THAT WE NEED TO 
EXPORT LESS TO GET SUFFIC1ENT FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS*+ HE ADDED. 
-- MORE 
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HE SAID IT WAS NOT LOGICAL AND RATIONAL TO EXPECT A P99R COUNTRY 
LIKE MALAYSIA TO HELP RICH COUNTRIES SAFEGUARD THEIR CLIMATE. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID 1T WAS NOT NECESSARY FOR MALAYSIA TO 
HELP RICH COUNTRIES PROTECT THEIR CLIMATE AS L9GGING iN THE COUNTRY 
WAS NOT UNDERTAKEN INDISCRZtlINATELY. 

+THAT IS WHY WE DO NOT ENCOURfi’i,E SLASH AND BURN CULTIVATION AS 
THIS ,WILL SPOIL OUR FORESTSI+ HE C;AID. 

UNFORTUNATELY 1 THESE GR9uPS WERE NOT AWARE QF THIS AND DID NOT 
.KNOW OR DELLBERATELY DID NOT AAN:T Tb. KNOW AB9UT MALAYSLA’S 
INITIATIVES7 ANDI INSTEADI ttADE ‘tOC61NG AN 1.SSUE TO DISCREOIT 

MALAYSIA. 
THE PRIME MINISTER URGED THE’bE9pLE TO SE WARY OF THE CAMPAIGNS 

eY THESE GROUPS BECAUSE THEIR ACTJV~TIES WERE DETRIMENTAL T9 THE 
NATIONAL ECONOMY. -- MORE . 
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DATUK SERI OR MAHATHfR AI-SO ASKED TIMBER CcJMPANIES TO GIVE MORE 
EMPHASIS T9 PROCESSING OF TIMBER FOR VALUE-ADDED SENEFST TO ENHANCE 
THE COUNTRY’S FOREIGN EXCHAYGE EARNINGS. 

HE SAID MALAYSIA1 AS 9NE OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST TIMBER 
EXPORTERS, SHOULD VENTURE IpIT MORE EXPORT-ORIENTED WOOD-BASED 
INDUSTRLESv BUCH AS pRODUCII4G PRODUCTS HAVING A DISTINCTIVE MALAYSIA 
STYLE. -- BERNAMA 
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