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JULY 4 ‘~~ERNAMA) “-- PRLME MLNLSTiR OATUK SERL DR MAHATHIR ---__ ___-._. .> 
MOHAMAD SAL5 TODAY IT LS TtiE PDLLCY OF THE 69VERNMENT-~~--.CONT~~~E __.~ __ 
GLVLNG THE PEOPCE INFRASTRUCTURE AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE BEFORE 
THE NEED FOR THE FACLtLTLE? BECOMES PRESSING. 

HE SAID EARLY PR0VISLON OF FACILLTXES WAS NOT A WASTAGE AS 
CLAXMED SY SOME QUARTERS BUT AN LNVESTMENT1 ESPECIALLY IN THE FACE 
OF THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT 0F THE COUNTRY. 

*WE 50 N0T GdANT Tc) SEE ‘THE NEED BECOME REALLY URGENT BEFORE WE 
BEGIN TO PROVIDE THE INFRA9TUCTURE1+ HE SAL5 WHEN OPENLNC THE MIRI 
NEW AIRPORT HERE. 

CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW AIRPORT COSTING AboUT 517 MILLION 
STARTED IN 1982 AND WAS COMPLETE5 IN 1965. THE RUNWAY CAN TAKE LARGE 
ALRCRAFT SUCH AS THE BrfELpiG 737 AND IS USABLE DURING THE NIGHT AS 
WELL. 

THE PRIME MLNLSTER SAL5 ST WAS BETTER THAT THE GQVERNMENT 
SORROWED TO PROVIDE INSTRUCTURE BEFORE THE NEED FOR THE FACILITIES 
BECAME URGENT AtjO THE COST HAD ESCALATED. -- MORE 
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OATUK SERL DA MAHATHLR CITED AS AN EXAMPLE THE KUALA LUMPUR 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AT SrJt3ANG PROJECTED TO HANDLE 4001000 
PASSENGERS SY 1984 BUT THAT YEAR HANDLED ABOUT THREE MILLION. 

HE SAL5 THIS SHOWED THE PROJECTIONS MADE WERE NOT ACCURATE AND 
THE CRLTLCLSMS EARLIER THAT CONSTRUCTION OF THE AIRPORT WAS A WASTE 
WERE PROVEN UNTRUE. 

THESE CRITICS HAD KEPT QUIET WHEN THEY SAW THE AIRPORT EVEN THEN 
WAS STILL UNABLE Tc) COPE WITH THE DEMAND FOR ITS USE AND 515 NOT 
PROPOSE THAT IT BE EXPANDED, 

HE HIT 9UT AT THIS PHENOMENON IN THE COUNTRY1 IN WHICH THE 
GOVERNMENT ESPECIALLY WAS ALWAYS WRONGED AND CRITXCISEO WHENEVER LT 
EMEARKED 0N SOMETHING FOR THE GOOD OF THE PEOPLE AND CDUNTRY. 

HE SAL5 THE GOVERNMENT ‘IOULD CONTINUE TO BUILD AIRPORTS IN THE 
FUTURE T0 MEET THE NEEDS OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND 9F THE HIGHLY 
MOBILE POPULATION TRAVELLLNG FC’R THE PURPOSE OF EITHER TOURISM 0R 
BUSINESS. -- MORE 
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QN MIRI AIRP9RTl OATUK tiEP.1 Or\ MAHATHIR SAID IT WOUl.0 HELP MIRI 
ACCELERATE ITS OEVELOPMENT AND BENEFIT NOT JUST AIR TRAVELLERS BUT 
ALSO THE SERVICES INOUSTRY q 

1 

EARLIER v SARAWAti CHIEF :lINIS'TER OATUK PATINGGI HAJI AeOUL TAIB 
MAHMUO SAIO THE AIRPORT WOI!LO HELP DEVELOP MIRI AS A MELTLNG Pr)T OF 
MANY RACES AN0 GENERATE THr: ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT AMONG RESIOENTS. 

HE SAID EFFORTS SHOWLO ?E MAOE TO PR9VIOE FACLLITIES FOR TOURISM 
AN0 LN THIS CONNECTIONI TH”‘. STATE GOVERNMENT WAS PLANNING THE 
CONSTRUCTIQN 0F AN A1RSTRl” FOR AIR SERVICES TO MULU. 

TRANSPORT MINISTER OATUt; OR LING LIONG SIK SAIO THE AIRPORT 
WOULD PLAY AN IMPORTANT, RO’_E IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE AIR 
TRANSPORTATION AN0 TOURISM LNOUSTRIES AN0 FUNCTION AS THE PULSE Fr)R 
RURAL SERVICES IN THE STAT”_. 

A STUDY BY HIS MINISTRY RECENTLY PROJECTED GROWTH OF THE AIR 
TRAFFIC INDUSTRY AT THE AIt!PORT AT EIGHT PERCENT OVER THE NEXT FEW 
YEARS. 

LN i96Clr THE AIRPtRT HA’!OLEO ONLY 4q91Cl PASSENGERS BUT LAST 
YEAR1 HANOLEO 5019967. -- C’ERNAMA 
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