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“aiXie?ed 
was too early to give a detailed assessment of 
the Government’s privatisation efforts. 

However, he Mded, there were indications 
that the mime &neof nrtvatisation were be- 
ing achidved. 2; “, * : 

“These include the minimising of the Go- 
vernment’s financta~ constriafnts and the im- 
provement in productivity,” he said in reply to 
Senator Datuk KS. Nijhar. 

Dr .Mahathir said the prograqme had suc- 
ceeded, on the whole, in reducina the Govern- 
ment’s wage obligations. 

And, based on reports received by the Gov- 
ernment, the productivity of workers in priva- 
Used agencies was “exceptionally en- 
couraging,” he added. 

He said the Government was considering 
prtvattsation in several fields, including tran- 
sport, health, education, energy, posts and 
construction. 

“Several specific.proje& identtfted f&$3- 
vatisation include the Malavan Railtiav. the 
National Electricity Board-and the P&ang 
Port Authority. 

‘In addition to that, the Government is now 
conducting studies on a Privatisation Master 
Plan.” 

Replying to Senator C. Krishnan, the Prime 
Minister said some.workers initiallv refused 
to accept prtvatisation because they were 
worried that their jobs might be affected. 

“The Kontena Nasional section of Port 
Klang is the best example where the staff ini- 
tially rejected privatisation but not long after- 
wards asked the Government to prtvatise all 
port activities,” he said. 

He said,the Government was confident that 
privatisation .would be a prime mover 
towards economic growth. 
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