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KVA‘; LUMPURI JULY 28{ SRERNAMA) -- PRLME MLNLSTER OATUK SERL OR \ 

MAHATHLR Mr)HAMAO SAL0 TODAY MALAYSIA SHOW0 NW THINK SERIOUSLY OF A 
6ENERAL HEALTH LNSURANCE SCHEME TO SUPPLEMENT AN0 EVENTUALLY REPLACE 
THE 6OVERNMENT MEOLCAL SERVICES. 

+uLTHOUT OENYLNG THE NEEOY ACCESS TO 6000 HEALTHCARE IT 18 
NECESSARY THAT Sr)ME CONTRIBUTORY HEALTH SCHEME SHOULD BE, INSTSTfTEO 
FQR THOSE WHO CAN AFFORD iT’r+ HE SALO. 

HE SAfO THE RISING COST OF MEOICAC CARE WAS c)F CONCERN TO ALL1 
ESPECIALLY THE GOVERNMGNTi WHICH PRESENTLY MALNTALNEO A 
NON-CONTRIBUTORY COMPREHENSIVE MEOLCAL SERVICE. 

THIS HA0 BEEN BROUGHT ArTc)UT TO A LARGE EXTENT BY THE HL6y COST 
OF HIGH-TECH MEOICAL~EQUiPtlENTS USE0 IN OIACiNOSIS AN0 TREATMENT AN0 
THE LNCREASlNG SOPHISTiCATE MANAGEMENT OF PATIENTS1 HE SAL0 AT THE 
OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE 3RO LNTERNATLONAL COMBINED SCLENTLFLC 
MEETXNG AT THE HILTON HOTEL HERE. 

THE FOUR-DAY MEETING.QRGANISEO E3Y THE CbLLE6ES OF GENERAL 
PRACTgTIONERS1 PHYSLCLANS AN0 SWRGEQNS QF MALAYSIA BE6AN ON TUESOAY 
AN0 IS ATTENOEO eY ABoUt 2fIf.l LOCAL AN0 FOREIGN MEOfCAL SPECIACISTS 
IN SURGERY? GENERAL PRACTICS AN0 MEOLCINE. -- MORE 
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OATUK SERI OR MAHATHLR SAX0 THE PRESENT SERVICE UAS COLONIAL ' 
INHERITEOI OESI6NEO c)RIfiLNALLY Tr) F’ROVIOE FREE HEALTHCARE FOR 
EKPATRSATE OFfICERS. 

+uHEN MEDICINE cosrs ia SEN A BT)TTLE~ THE EXTENSION oF THIS FREE 
SERVLCE Tr) ALL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES AN0 THEN TO THE 6ENERAL PUBLLC 
UAS NoT CONSIOEREO MUCH QF A BUROEN ON THE 6OVERNMENT. 

+BUT TQOAY WHEN ONE CAPSULE MAY COST 83 AN0 AN OPERATION 
THOUSANOS c>F RLNGCIT1 THE PIUROEN HAS SECUciE QUITE UNBEARABLEI+ HE 
6410. 

HE SAIO THAT THROUGH AN INSURANCE SCHEMEI VAST SUMS OF MONEY 
CQULO BE ACCUMULATE0 TO MAINTAIN FACLLIiIES AN0 PROVLOE HEALTHCARE 
FQR VAST NUMBER c)f CONTRIBUTORS. 

SUCH FUNOS COULO EASILY KEE+ UP ULTH THE SW~SiLCi4TL0N AN0 
'I. 

COSTS OF MQOERN MEOICiNE AM0 COULO ALSO CONTRLBU‘Ti TQUAROS THE’ TCiTAL' 
NATiONAL SAVING1 A FACTOR r)F 6REAT IMPORTANCE LN ECONWlLC 
OEVELOPMENTI AN0 THE CREATION OF A BETTER BUALLTY QF LIFE FOi ALL1 . 
HE ADDED. -- MORE I 
i232wT 28 ~7 aa .’ 
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HE STRESSEO THAT A NOtd49NTRLSUTOkY MEOLCAL SERVLCE EVEN BY THE 
RLCHEGT GOVERNMENTS COULO NOT MEET THE. OEMANOS OF OQCTORS FOR THE. 
VERY LATEST EQUif’MENTS. REGAROtXSS OF COST? LNOEFLNLTELY. 

+UE ARE AUARE THAT THEY ARE’Ot%Y THLNKLN6 OF THELR PATIENTS BUT 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE OTHER PRLORLTLES AS WELLI+ HE SALO. 

ON CONTINUING MEOLCAL EOUCATLON? HE SAL0 THE GOV,ERNMENT HA0 
ALWAYS PLACE0 GREAT EMPHASXS LN LT UHEREBY HQSPLTALS HA0 BEEN 
ENCOURGEO TO ORGANLSE EOUCATLONAC PROGRAMME FOR THEIR STAFF. 

DOCTORS HA0 ALSO SEEN SPONSOREO Tr) ATTENO CONFERENCES9 SEMINARS 
AN0 SPECLACLSEO COURSES CONOUCTEO LOCALLY ANO ASROAO TQ LflPROVE 
THELR KNr)UCEOCE AN0 SKLLLS. 

APPROACHEO SY REPORTERS CATER, OATUK SERL OR MAHATHLRv WHO WAS 

ACCOMPANLEO BY HLS ULFE OATUK SERL OATLN PAOUKA OR SLTL HASMAHl SAL0 
LT WAS up’ To THE PRLVA~Y. SECTOR TO FOLLOW UP ON THE SU~GESTLQN FOR 
TH1E: HEALTH INSURANCE SCHEME. -- MORE 
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Tc) A QUESTION, HE SAL0 THE GOVERNMENT WOUlO STILL RUN HOSPLTALS 
TO PROVLOE FREE HEACTHCARE FOR THE COWER LNCOPIE GROUP +BUT WE CANNOT 
BE RUNNING HOSPLTACS FOR PEOPLE WHO CAN AFFQRO TO PAY.+ 

OATUK SERL OR MAHATHLR ALSO SAL0 THE GOVERNMENT OLD NOT LMPOSE 
ANY QUOTA ON THE SETTING UP OF PRIVATE HOSPLTAlS OR CLINICS BUT 
THEIR NEEO WULO OEPENO ON THE SUPPCY AN0 OEMANO SLTUATLQN. 

THE MEETLNG WHICH WAS STARTER IN iclao PROVL~EO A UNLQUE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR MALAYSIAN MEOLCAL SPECIALISTS TO MEET AN0 INTERACT 
ULTH THEIR COLLEAGUES FROM ASROAO. 

AMONG THE PARTICIPANTS ARE PRESLOENT OF THE ROYAL? COLLEGE OF 
SURGEONS LRELANO OR OESMONO KNEAFSEYI PRESIDENT OF THE ROYAL NEW 
ZEALAND COLLEGE c)F GENERAL PRACTITLONERS OR BARRY GRLMMQNO AN0 THE 
VLCE-PRESLOENT r)F THE COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTLTLQNERS OF SfN6APORE 
OR KOH ENG KHENG. -- SERNAMA 
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