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M0HAMAQ SAID TODAY THAT FREEOOM AND ocR~~--%- THE COUNTRY SHOULD 
--%KE INTO CONSIOERATION THE INTEREST OF THE PEOPLE WHO MAICE UP THE. 

> SILENT MAJORITY. 
THIS SHOULD eE ENSURE0 SO THAT THEIR INTEREST WAS NOT THREATENEO 

BY GROUPS OR BODIES WHICH MAKE UP THE ACTIVIST MINQRLTY. 
+WE PRACTISE FREEDOM WHICH BRING BENEFITS FOR ALL THE PEOPLE AND _ 

THEREFORE9 THE FREEOOM PRACTISEO BY AN INOLVIOUAC OR SMALL GROUP 
SHouLo NOT THREATEN Tk PR~SPERLTY OF THE PEOPLE?* HE sAs0. 

MALAYSIA COULD NOT ACCEPT FREEDOM THAT WAS PRACtISEO BY SEVERAL 
0EVELr)PEO COUNTRIES AS THE PEOPLE MIGHT BECOME VICTIMS OF 
+LRRESpONSIsLE ACTIONS+ 0F THESE COUNTRIES WHICH WERE TAKEN IN THE 
NAME OF FREEDOMI+ OATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAIO WHEN OPENING THE 3STH 
MCA ANNUAL GENERAL’ASSEMBLY AT OEWAN SAN CHOON HERE. 

+THE PEOPLE ACCEPT THE CONCEPT OF DEMOCRACY WITH PROPER 
BOUNDARIES SO TflAT THE INTEREST OF THE MAJORITY I6 PROTECTEO WfTHOUT 
IGNORING THE VIEWS AN0 OPINIONS c)F THE MINORITY GROUPS WHICH 
STRICTLY ADHERED TT) DEMOCRATIC PRINcIPLES~+ HE SAID. -- MORE 
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OATUK SERI OR MAHATHIRl WHO IS BARISAN NASIONAL (eN) CHPIRMANl 
SAL0 THAT IN A MULTI-RACIAL SOCIETY LIKE MALAYSIA, MANY SENSITIVE 
MATTERS HAD TO eE OVERCOME VERY OIPLOMATICALLY AND SINCERELY SO THAT 
THEY WERE NOT EXPLOIT’EO TO CREATE PROBLEMS. 

IT WAS eftCAUSE OF THIS THAT THE EN PREFERRED TO OSSCUSS 
SENSITIVE MATTERS eEHINO CLOSED OOORS AN0 IN AN ORDERLY MANNER TO 
REACH AN AGREEMENT WHICH WOULO NOT FAVOUR ANY ONE SIDE AN0 WA8 
ACCEPTABLE TO BY THE MAJ9RLTY. 

THE MAJORITY SYSTEM COULD NOT BE USE0 BECAUSE REPRiSENTATLVES LN 
THE eN ARE NOT eASE0 ON THE PERCENTAGE OF THEIR REPRESENTATION OF 
THE PEOPLE I HE SAIOq STRESSING THAT THE PRACTICE OF OIPLOMACY AND 
CONSENSUS HAO eEEN USED SUCCEESSFULLY TO HANDLE SENSITIVE MATTEdS. 

+IF WE ARE PATIENT AND WORK TOWARDS A COMf’RQMISEr WE CAN FINALLY 
ARRIVE AT A MATURED OECISION. WE SHOU(T0 CONTINUE US;NG WAYS AND 
CHANNELS WHICH WE HAVE CREATED TO OYERCOME MAT$ERS FOR THE INTEREST 
OF THE PEOPLE AND THE COUNTRY*+ HE SAID. 

ON THE NATION’S ECONOMYI OATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR’SAIO OVER THE 
LAST TWO YEARS1 THE ECONOMIC SITUATION WAS ENCOURAGING. -- MORE 
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HE URGED EVERYONE TO ENSURE THAT 
TO RECOVER AN0 SAIO THEY SHOULO NOT 
OIRECTCY 0R INOIRECTLY THREATEN THE 

THE NATLON’S ECONOMY CONTINUE0 
CARRY OUT ACTIONS WHICH COULO 
ECONOMY. 

OATUK SERI. OR MAHATHIR SAIO AT PRESENT9 THE PRICES OF 
COMMODITIES AN0 EXPORTSI PARTfCULARlY ELECTRONICS PARTS AN0 
TEKTfCESv HA0 INCREASE0 AN0 THAT MANUFACTURED GOOOS WERE THE BIGGEST 
EXPORTS LAST YEAR. 

HOWEVER v SOME GROUPS CLAIMEO THAT THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY RESUCTEO 
Nr)T SECAUSE OF GO00 GOVERNMENT PLANNING BUT SOLELY BECAUSE OF 
GREATER OEMANO FOR COMMOOITSES OVERSEAS, HE SAIO. 

OATUK SERI. OR MAHATHIR SAIO THAT MANY COUNTRIES OS0 NOT SENEFIT 
FROM THE INCREASE IN hMk3OITY PRICES BECAUSE THE SITUATION IN THESE 
C&NTRIEiZ 010 NOT ALLOW THIS. 

+BECAUSE WE MANAGE0 OUR Pr)LiTICAL AN0 ECONOMIC MATTER’S 
CAREFULLYI WERE THRIFT IN OUR SPENOING AN0 ENHANCE0 OUR 
PROOUCTLVITY, WE ARE Nc)W ASLE TQ ENJOY THE FRUITS OF THE ECC)NOMfC 
REC0VERYv+ HE SAID.’ 

+AT QNE TiME DURING THE GLOBAL RECESSLI)Nv OEMANO FOR MALAYSIA’S 
GOr)OS 0Rc)PPEO SUT OUR ECONOMfC SI.TUATIr)N WAS NOT AS BAO AS THAT OF 
SOME COUNTRIES WHICH HA0 SPENT LAVISHLY WHEN THEY WERE OOING WELL?+ 
HE SAfO. ‘*- .- 

HE SAIO THAT WITH EFFZCLENT FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT, MALAYSIA HA0 
ALSO MAt’dAGEO TO REPAY J.TS OESTS AHEAO 0F SCHEOUCE. -- BERNAMA 
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