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KUALA LUMPURI AUG I c.BERNAMAI -.- PRLtlE HXNLSTER DATU&_!iii4I..X~ 
MAHATHIR MOHAHAD SAID +ODAY THE 6OVERNIl6Nt’S ASf’iRmN 16 TO kOR6:E 
A-MA-LAGIAN NATSON THAT IS UNIQUE ilLTHOUT ECIHINATIN6 tl-tE DIFFERENT 
ELEMENTS AND CULTURES OF THE RACES ?HAT HAVE tIADE MALAYSIA THCifR 

HOMELAND. 
.BY RETAINING THEIR ORIGINAL RACIAL IDENTfTY, THE PEOPLE CbUi’D 

.St-ILL FORM A MEANINGFUL MALAYSIAN~~NATSQN~ HE SAfD WHEN LAUNCHIN6.A 
SOCIAL UNITY PROGRAMHE HERE. 

HE SAID MALAYSIA UAS NOT THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE NORLD HAVXNJG 
CITIZENS OF DIFFERENT RACES BUT UHQ fiNSUER TO A COMMON NATIONAL 

IDENTITY. 
AS TIME GOES E!YI MORE -COUN~RIEfi ULLL HAVE PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT 

ETidNLC DESCENT1 ACCORDiN TO HLM. 
+THE UNITED STATESI AUSTRACLAI LNDfA AND DTHER’ COUNTRSES ALSO 

‘; 
HAVE A FLURAL SOCIETY BUT WE RECOGNfSE THEH AS AHERICANSr 
AUSTRALIANS AND LNDIANS BECAUSE OF CERTAIN CHARACTERISTICS IN THEllr+, 
HE SAID. -- MORE * 
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+ALTHwGH uE ARE MORE LIBERAL THAN THEM, UE CAN STILL 0~v~Lw 
CilARACTERISTTCS THAT CAN SE iDENTfFLE0 AS BEIN UNIQUE TO THE ’ 
MALAYSIAN NATSON,+ THE PRIME MiNTSTER SAID. 

HE SAID DURING THE MALACCA SULTANATE? PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT FACES 
MINGLED WITH ONE ANOTHER AND 1NTER;MARRIABES UERE COtIMDNv 6fVIN6 
RISE TO THE CtiLNESE EASA, .MALACCA PORTUGUESE AND CHETTY COMMUNXTfES. 

HE SAID WHILE RETAINING THEE-R RACIAL IOENTITIESI THE QEOPLE QF 
MELAKA SUCCEEDED IN PROJECTING AN IDENTITY UNIQUE TO THAT STATE. 

IN PULAU f’LNAN6 TOOr THIS PROCESS OCCURRED OURfNG THE SRITfSH 
ERA WITH INTER-RACLAL MARRIA6ES OFTEN‘TAKSN6 PLACE AMON MUSiItl6 c)F 
THE DIFFERENT RACES AND AT TfMES SETNEEN MUSLIHS AND NON-MUSLItlS. : 

+IT RESULTEO IN COMMUNITLES LIKE ARAB PERANAKAN, HELAYU 
‘PERANAKANl MELAYU SSAMI SAM SAtl, ACEH, MANDAfLIN6r RAWA, BUQtS AND 
BANJAR. THERE WERE ALSO OiHER C9fiMUNXTLES FROM INDONESIA WHO 
ACCEPTED MALAY CUSTOMS AND WERE RECOGNISED AS MALAYS* UHLLE THE 
RASA 9 PORTUGUESE AND CHETTY COMt4UbTiES DID NOT LOSE THELR 
,iDENTITIES. -- MORE 
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OATUK SERt OR MAHATHIR SAiD THAT UNFORTUNATELY1 SINCE 
LNDEPENDENCE~ EFF9RtS UERE MAOE tc) INTENSfFV RACIALISM TO THE kXtENT~ 
THAT CULTURAL TRADLTLONS WLTH A MALAYSIAN CHARACTERLBTLC A?lQNG THE ; 
NON-MALAVS . WERE LQST. 

‘HE SAKO THIS TREND WAS VERY RE6RETTABLE SECAUSE tHE CULTURE OF 
l-HE MALACCA SULTANATE ERA SHOULD HAVE SEEN IlADE A 6000 MODEL FOR THE 
KNTE6RAtiON 0F THE RACES IN MALAYSIA. 

IN EFFORTS TO ENHANCE SOCIAL UNLTVI CULTURAL ELEMENtS BASED ON 
CHARACtERLSTLCS OF THE MALACCA SULTANAtE SHOULD SE REVIVED TO hELEJ 
BRING THE VARIOUS RACES CLOSER TOfiETHER SO THEIR DIFFERENCES WOULD 
S’E MLNLtlLSED. 

OATUK SERI. OR MAHATHLR SAID NO ONE COULD DENY THAT CQtlMUNfCATLUN 
-SETWEEN THE VARIOUS RACES WAS NOW EASLER SECAUSE MANY PEOPLE WERE 
F&UENt fN THE NATIONAt LAN6UAGEv PARtLCULARLV THE YOUTH. 

+WE HOPE AFTER ONE MORE CENERATtONr THE NATIONAL CAN6UACiE WLLL 
SECOME THE MEDIUM OF COMMUNICATION THAT LS TRULY EFFECTfVE AND 
SUPREME IN THE COUNTRY.* -- MORE 
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+8UT WE HAVE NOT VET SEEN ASLE t0 CHECK THE RACIAL FEELLNSS OF 

THE OLDER GENERATION FROM LNFLUENCLNG THE,ATTiTUDE c)F THE YOUNBER 
CENERATLON 0USNG TO FEAR QF Lc)SLNS THELR,R+CLAL LDENtLtVI+ HE BALD. 

THEY ALU#+VS EMPHASLSE 0N THE OLFFERENCES Oiz THE RACES.OLREC7’CY 1 

AND LNDLRECTLY AMONG THE YOUNGER GENERATION. 
HE SAL0 THE GOVERNMENT HAD NQ LNTENTL0N OF ELLMiNATLNG ANY RACE 

LN THIS COUNTRY AND THEY WERE FREE, TO RETALN THEKR LDENTLTLES -- 
THEIR LANGUAGE7 RELL610N AND CULTURE. 

+HOWEVER 9 WHEN LNOEPENDENCE WAS ATTAINED? WE HAD CQME TO AN’ 

AGREEMENT t0 ACCEPT THE OFFICIAL HAtiE 0F THE COUNTRY AS MALAYSIA+ 
OUR NATIONALITY AS MALAYSIANS AND OUR LANGUAGE AS BAHASA MALAVSLAI+ 
HE SAID. 

ALC THESE WERE BASED ON THE NAME 0F THE QRLSLNAL AND MA.lORITV 
LNHABITANTS 0F THIS COUNTRY1 THE MALAYSr HE SALO. --*SERNAMA 
l.837t’lST 01 08 88 5 




	Mahathir - Identity (Bernama 01/08/1988)

