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MHAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID fODAY THE GOVERNMENT'S ASPIRATION IS TO FORGE
& MALAYSIAN NATION THAT IS UNIQUE QITHOUT ELIMINATING THE DIFFERENT
ELEMENTS AND CULTURES OF THE RACES THAT HAVE MADE MALAYSIA THEIR
HOMELAND. )

BY RETAIMING THEIR ORIGINAL RACIAL IDENTITY,» THE PEOPLE COULD
STILL FORM A& MEANINGFUL MALAYSIAN NATIONy HE SALD WHEM LAUMCHING. A
SOCIAL UNITY PROGRAMME HERE. ‘
' "HE SALD MALAYSIA WAS NOT THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD HAVING
CITIZENS OF DIFFERENT RACES BUT WHO ANSNER TO A COMMON NATLONAL
IDENTITY.

AS TIME GOES BYy MORE COUNTRIEG WILL HAVE PEOPLE OF OILIFFERENT
ETHMIC DESCEMT, ACCORDING TO HIM.

+THE UNITED STATES: AUSTRALIAy INDIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES ALS0
HAVE A PLURAL SOCILETY BUT WE RECOGNISE THEM AS AMERICANS.
AUSTRALIANS AMD INDIANS BECAUSE OF CERTAIN CHARACTERISTICS IN THE++
HE SAID. —-- MORE .
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+ALTHOUGH WE ARE MORE LIBERAL THAN THEM. WE CAM STILL DEVELOP
CHARACTERISTICS THAT CAN BE IDENTIFIED AS BEING UNIQUE TO THE
MALAYSIAN MATIOM.+ THE PRIME MINISTER BAID.

HE SAID DURING THE MALACCA SULTANATE: PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT RACES
MINGLED HITH ONE ANOTHER ANMD INTER-MARRIAGES WERE COMMON, GIVING
RISE TO THE CHINESE BABA» MALACCA PORTUGUESE AND CHETTY COMMUNITIES,

HE 841D WHILE RETAINING THEIR RACIAL LOENTITIESy THE PEOPLE OF
MELAKA SUCCEEDED IN PROJECTING AN LDENTITY UNIQUE TO THAT STATE.

IN PULAU PINANG TOOr THIE PROCESS QCCURRED DURING THE BRIT!BH
ERA WITH IMTER-RACIAL MARRIAGES OFTEN TAKING PLACE AMONG MUSLIMB OF
THE DIFFEREMT RACES AND AT TIMES BETHEEN MUSLIMS AND NON-MUSLIMS.

+IT RESULTED IN COMMUNITIES LIKE ARAB PERANMAKAM: MELAYU
PERANAKANY MELAYU SIAMy SAM SAMy ACEH, MANDAILINGs RAWAy BUGLIS AND
BANJAR. THERE WERE ALSO OTHER COMMUNITIES FROM INDONESIA WHO
ACCEPTED MALAY CUSTOMS AND WERE RECOGNISED AS MALAYS, WHILE THE
BABAY PORTUGUESE AND CHETTY COMMUNITIES DID MOT LOSE THEILR
JDENTITIES. -- MORE
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DATUK SERL DR MAHATHIR SAID THAT UNFORTUMATELY: SINCE
INDEPENDEMCE EFFORTS WERE MADE TO INTENSIFY RACIALISH TO THE EXTENT:
THAT CULTURAL TRADLTIONS WITH A MALAYSIAN CHARACTERISTIC AMONG THE
NON-MALAYS WERE LOST. \ , ,

"HE BAID THIS TREND WAS VERY REGRETTABLE BECAUSE THE CULTURE OF
THE MALACCA SULTANATE ERA SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE A 6000 MODEL FOR THE
INTEGRATLION OF THE RACES IN MALAYSIA.

IN EFFORTS TO ENHANCE SOCIAL UMITY, CULTURAL ELEMENTS BASED ON
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MALACCA SULTANATE SHOULD BE REVIVED TO HELP
BRING THE VARIOUS RACES CLOSER TOGETHER S0 THEIR DIFFERENCES WOULD
BE MIMIMISED. ) '

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SALD NO OME COULD DEMY THAT COMMUMICATION
BETHEEN THE VARIOUS RACES WAE NOW EASIER BECAUSE MANY PEOPLE WERE
FLUENT IM THE MATIONAL LANGUAGE, PARTICULARLY THE YOUTH.

+HE HOPE AFTER ONE MORE GENERATIOMy THE MATIOMAL LANGUAGE WILL
BECOME THE MEDIUM 0OF COMMUMICATION THAT I8 TRULY EFFECTIVE AND
SUPREME IN THE COUNTRY.+ -- MORE
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+BUT WE HAVE NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO CHECKAiﬁiTSgglgt iﬁgLizg:Ggg
CING THE:
THE OLDER GENERATLON FROM INFLUEN N ge Lo
‘ HEIR RACIAL IDENTITYy+ .
ENERATION OWING TO FEAR OF LOSING T ACLS
! ¢ THEY ALWAYS EMPHASISE ON THE DIFFERENggz OF THE RACES.DIRECTLY
ERAT . A
AMD INDIRECTLY AMOMG THE YOUNGER GEMN
HE SALD THE GOVERNMENMT HAD NO INTENTION OF EL[“INAT&:?TQEE SfCE
IN THIS COUNTRY AMD THEY WERE FREE, TO RETAILNM THELIR L0E
THEIR LANGUAGEy RELIGION AND CULTURE. _
+HOWEVERY WHEN INDEPENDENCE Hﬁa :;Tgésté 2gun?gycngﬁzggcg[A¢
AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT THE OFFLCIAL NA ] .
OGR NATIONALITY AS MALAYSIANS AND OUR LANGUAGE AS BAHASA MALAYELA.
SAILD. :
i ALL THESE WERE BASED OM THE MAME OF THE ORIGLNAL AggangaﬁR;TY
INHABITANTS OF THIS COUNTRY, THE HALAYSf HE SAILD. - .
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SALD THAT UNFORTUNATELY: SINCE
INCEPENDENCEY EFFORTS WERE MADE TO INTENSIFY RACIALISM TO THE EXTENT:
THAT CULTURAL TRADITIONS WITH A MALAYSIAN CHARACTERISTIC AMONG THE
NON-MALAYS . HERE LOSBT. \ , ,

"HE SAID THIS TREND WHAS VERY REGRETTABLE BECAUSE THE CULTURE OF
THE MALACCA SULTANATE ERA SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE A 6000 MODEL FOR THE
INTEGRATION OF THE RACES IN MALAYSIA.

IN EFFORTS TO ENHAMCE SOCIAL UNLITY, CULTURAL ELEMENTS B8ASED ON
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MALACCA SULTANATE SHOULD BE REVIVED TO HELV
BRING THE VARIOUS RACES CLOSER TOGETHER S0 THEIR OIFFERENCES WOULD
BE MINIMISED. ) '

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAILD NO OME COULD DENY THAT COMMUNICATION
BETWEEN THE VARIOUS RACES HAGS NOW EAGIER BECAUSE MANY PEOPLE WERE
FLUENT IM THE NATLONAL LANGUAGE: PARTICULARLY THE YOUTH.

+WE HOPE AFTER ONE MORE GENERATION, THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE WILL
BECOME THE MEDIUM OF COMMUNICATION THAT I8 TRULY EFFECTIVE AND
SUPREME IN THE COUMTRY.+ -- MORE
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+BUT WE HAVE NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO CHECK g?%ngg[gt iiéLégg:sgg
CING THE A
THE OLDER GENERATION FROM INFLUEN N B 10
‘ HELR RACIAL IDENTITY.+ .
ENERATION OWING TO FEAR OF LOSING T ACLY
! ¢ THEY ALWAYS EMPHASLISE ON THE DIFFERENgga OF THE RACES.DIRECTLY
ERAT . A
AMD INDIRECTLY AMONMG THE YOUMGER GEN
HE SALD THE GOVERNMENT HAD NO INTENTLON OF EL[NINAT;:?T?:; ngE
IN THIS COUNTRY AND THEY WERE FREE, TO RETAINM THELIR IDE
THELIR LANGUAGE., RELIGIOM AMND CULTURE. _ .
+HOWEVER, WHEN INDEPENDENCE HAS :ETQéNEZé §§U:¢3YC22EH:2ACSIA‘
A :
AGREEMENT T ACCEPT THE OFFLCIAL M .
OGR NATIONALLTY AS MALAYSIANS AND OUR LANGUAGE AS BAHAGA MALAYBLA
£ SAILD. :
" ALL THESE WERE BASED ONM THE NAME OF THE ORIGINAL AggangaﬁR;TY
INHABITAMTS OF THIS COUNTRY» THE HﬁLAYSj HE SAILD. .
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