
Renew commitment, 
NST 7 OC 19B8 pbriy members told Y’; 

HUALTLUMPUR, Wed. - 
Umno Baru uresident Datuk 
Seri WMahathir Mohamag 
called on all parts members to 
renew their-commitment to 
protect and consolidate the par- 
tv as the custodian of the 
&untry’s future. 

He also called on them to ful. 
fll their obligations and dis. 
charge their sacred responsibi- 
lities to the party and nation in 
the best possible manner. 

Dr Mahathir made this call in 
a message to delegates of the 
Umno General Assembly which 
begins at the Putra‘World 
Trade Centre on Friday. His 
message is included in the par- 
ty’s annual report. 

The assembly starts with a 
joint opening of the Youth and 
Wanita sections by deputy 
president, Encfk Ghafar Baba. 

Dr Mahathir said: “Umno will 
continue to fulfil its duties and 
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hind the party in the common 
pursuit of national harmony 
and prosperity. 

He said every member has a 
duty to protect the party from 
destructive elements. Thls 1s 
important if members want the 
party to continue with its ef- 
forts to unite the rakyat as the 
nation marches towards pro. 
gress and a better life. 

Dr Mahathir said: “God wtll- 
ing, our hopes of seefng an in- 
dustrial Malaysia can be ream 
lised. But for this, it is essential 
that we remain strongly united 
so th&t the party can be deve- 
loped into an effective machin. 
ery and be an important cata- 
lyst to development and 
national prosperity.” 

He satd the general assembly 
will eo down as an imuortant 
devehpment in the pariy’s hls- 
tory because delegates will dls- 
cuss and decide ‘6n the party 
constitution. Some 96 proposals 
on amendments to the constitu- 
tion will be discussed at the as- 
sembly. 

He said the constitution has to 
move with the times and reflect 
current needs besides meeting 
the required emphasfs. 

responsibilities as a protector 
of the Malays, a legacy left be- 
hind by previous generations. 
Umno inherits this task of pro- 
tecting Islamic and Malay so- 
vereignty and dignity.” 

He said the next few years 
will be filled with varied chal- 
lenges and tests to the party. 
Mindful of this, Dr Mahathir 
called on all Malays to rally be- 
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