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KirALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Umno that ex- 
ists today is the same Umno in spirit, struggle, 
constitution and membership as the one 
formed at the Istana Besar in Johore Baru on 
May 11,1946, party president Datuk Seri_Dr Ma: 
hathir Mohamad said today. 

“It is the same party which has been representing the 
Malays since 1946, the pafly which stood against the Ma- 
layan Union, which fought for Independence, which 
worked to fill and give physical meaning to Independence 
and provided the rights of a free society. 

“Umno is the party which worked to ensure the Malays and 
the Bumiputeras had a place in Malaya and subsequently 
Malaysia. Umno, which was the backbone of the Alliance, and 
now of Barisan Nasional.” added Dr Mahathir. 

“The ruling which made 
Umno unlawful was merely 
technical, as was its deregistra- 
tion. Hence its re-registration 
was also technical. Umno as an 
instrument to promote the in- 
terests of the Malays has never 
been dead,” he said to applause 
from the 6,000 delegates, ob- 
servers and well-wishers at the 
party’s general assembly at the 
Putra World Trade Centre. 

Dr Mahathir’s one-hour-40- 
minute address was greeted by 
repeated applause ana shouts df 
approval. He refuted allega- 
tibhs from the party’s splinter 
group that Umno and the Gov- 
ernment under his leadership 
was undemocratic. 

Setting the pace for delibera- 
tions in the next two days, Dr 
Mahathir said amendments to 
the party constitution were 
made because they were essen- 
tial and to reflect the current de- 
velopment and era. 

He said amendments have al- 
ways been made to the constitu- 
tion and were aimed at improv- 
ing party administrative 
machinery and, in some in- 
stances, consolidating the posi- 
tion and authority of the presi- 
dent. 

This evolution started in the 
very early days of Umno when 
it was led by the late Datuk Onn 
Jaafar and later Tunku Abdul 
Rnhman Plltra 

He recalled that previous 
Prime Ministers, in particular 
the Tunku, had acted sternly 
against their owwonents and had 
not hesitated &-use the Internal 
Security Act (ISA) to curb such 
opposition. It was unfortunate 
that the Tunku himself had cho- 
sen to accuse the present Gov- 
ernment of being undemocratic, 
he said. 

He drew the audience’s atten- 
tion to the fact that his adminis- 
tration had approved more 
printing permits for new- 
spapers and magazines. includ- 
ing-to those whiFh were clearly 
critical of his Government. 
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Dr Mahathir said such permits 
would only be revoked if the new- 
spapers instigated racial dishar- 
mony as was demonstrated in Oc- 
tober last year. 

He recalled the incident when co- 
pies of the weekly Mingguan Wurta, 
published in Singapore, were taken 
out of the train and set on fire at the 
Johore Baru railway station at the 
instructions of the Umno president 
in the early days of the party just 
because it published reports critical 
of Umno. 

present?.” Dr Mahathir asked. The 
crowd responded with applause. 

The party president also stressed 
that “no one is above the law” as he 
dealt at length with the rule of law in 
national administration. He then 
gave his perception of possible 
threats to continued national deve- 
lopment, the New Economic Policy 
and elaborated on current pro- 
grammes aimed at eradicating PO- 
vcrty and improving the living stan- 
dards of the people. 

He said: “If there are accusations 
that the Government is undemocra- 
tic, the reason is because a small 
group of former members of Umno 
are frustrated and are trying to un- 
dermine the Government’s image. 

“They hope ‘that their actions 
would attract the support of foreign* 
media in their effort to wrest control 
of the party and the Government. 

“It is they who are undemocratic. 
It is they who rejected the decision 
of the majority. When they were in 
power they, acted cruelly, sacking 
those whom they didn’t like, and be- 
ing tough on those who opposed 
them. In States where they had con- 
trol, those who opposed them were 
not chosen to stand in elections. 

“Who actually is undemocratic - 
the previous Governments or the 

He also spoke of modern techno- 
lqgical inventions and their rele- 
vance to the country’s industriali- 
sation programmes, pleading with 
the country’s citizens to learn from 
history some of the pitfalls which 
had brought -earlier civilisations 
and societies to their knees. 

In conclusion, Dr Mahathir said: 
“Today, we have reached a dan- 
gerous phase. The Malays have 
not achieved the aims for which 
they struggled. But others are now 
taking the opportunity to fish in 
the troubled waters of Malay dis- 
unity. 

“The Umno leadership now does 
not want disunity to persist. Umno 

does not want the Malays to be 
weak. Umno does not wish the Ma- 
lays to be exploited. Umno wants 
the Malays to unite. 

“We believe, in fact we are con- 
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vinced, unity and political 
strength of the Malays are impor- 
tant for national stability and pro- 
gress. The fate of the non-Malays 
are also tied to the political 
strength of the Malays. If we are 
responsible towards the nation and 
all its inhabitants, all efforts must 
be made towards further strength- 
ening the political power of the 
Malays. 

“It follows that Umno readily ac- 
cepts whoever wishes to be an 
Umno member, whether he or she 

. is a former Umno member or not. 
Umno is ready to negotiate with 
anyone for the sake of unifying the 
Malays. Umno is ready to accept 
PSRM, Pas or DAP members and 
others from the Malay community 
as long as they apply and are will- 
ing to abide by the policies and the 
struggles of Umno. 

“All who enter Umno shall have 
the same rights according to Um- 
no’s constitution. But these rights 
must be accompanied by feelings 
of deep responsibility. The only 
thing we ask, and appeal for, is to 
put a stop to the disunity in the Ma- 
lay community today. 

“The Malays have not escaped 
danger. We have not achieved sa- 
tisfactory progress. We still face a 
mighty struggle to make the Ma- 
lays a respected race in this 
world.” 
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