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AFTER 2045 HRS TODAY? JAM 21) I 

KU&LA LUMPUR 1 JAN 21 (BERNAMA) -- \,._ DATUK SERI OR MAHATHLR MOHAMAD 1 

TONIGHT URGED MALAYSIANS TO TAKE THE BOLD STEP iIF MASTERING FOREIGN 
1 

LANGUAGES TO ENHANCE THEIR KNOtiLEDGE. 
HE SAID A PERSON WISHING -TO ACQUIRE KNOWLEDGE COUL’D NOT AFFORD 

“t-(1 HAVE A NARROW NATIONALISTIC SPIRIT. I 
LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE WOULD NOT IMPAIR ONE’S NATIONALISTIC 

SPIRIT PROVIDED ONE DID NOT NEGLECT ‘ONE’S OWN LANGUAGE? HE ADOED. 
+ GI M A T I s IMPORTANT IS THAT THE PERSON BECOMES A KNOWLEDGEABLE 

I 

CITLZEN, AN XGbiORANT. CITIZEN IS NOT NECESSARILY A LOYAL CITIZEN. 
LIKEbdISE 9 A CITIZEN CONVERSANT IN MORE THAN ONE LANGUAGE NEED NOT - 

NECESSARILY BE A DISLOYAL ONE?+ HE SAID. 
LAUrdCHING THE 1‘%3B YEAR OF THE. READER OVEfi RADIO AND TV 

I 
/ 

MALAYSIA, HE SAID FdO ONE SHOULD ~HESTIATE Tc> MASTER A FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE IN ‘THE INTERESTS OF. PURSUING KNOWLEDGE BECAUSE THE ABILITY ; 

TO READ BOOKS WRITTEN INsOTHER LANGUAGES WQULD BRING IMMENSE 
BENEFITS. 

,’ 

IF THE KNOWLEDGE ACQUIRED IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE WAS OISSEMIMATEQ 
IN +OUR OWN LANGUAGE; THEN OUR LANGUAGE WILL BECOME EVEN STRONGER 

1 

AND MORE EFFECTIVEI+ HE ADDED. -- MORE 1 
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MAHATHXR-BOOK 2 KUALA LUMPUR 

HE REGRETTED THE ‘ATTITUD’E OF 
READ ONLY TEXTBOQKS ANO GAVE UP 
STUDIES.. 

THE MALAYSIAN SOCIETY’S LACK 

CEMBARG) , ! 

THOSE STUDENTS IN THE COUNTRY WHO 
READING UPON COMPLETI9N OF THiIR 

OF INTEREST IN READING HAD 
COMPELLED THE GOVERNMENT TO MAKE IT COMPULSORY FOR TEACHER TRAINEE 

L CANDI@ATES -rO* HAVE’ READ AT LEAST THREE BOOKS APART FROM THEXR 
TEX TBOOKs i, 

+IN FACT IN MALAYSIA9 WHICH HAS ABUNDANT‘ READING MATERIALS? WE 
SHOULD STIPULATE THAT ONLY THOSE CJH6 HAVE READ A LOT OF BOOKS SHOULD 
BE SELECTED FOR P0STSv-t THE PRIME MINISTER SAID. 

HE SAID TEACHERS SHOULD PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN CREATING AN 
1MTEREST SN READING RMi)NG STUOENTS BY GIVING RECOGNITION TO THOSE ‘. 
USING BOOKS AS A SOURCE OF REFERENCE IN THEIR ESSAYS OR EDUCATION 
ACTIVITIES. 

TEACHERS THEMSELVES SHQULO REAO MORE T9 UPGRAOE THEIR 
PROFESSIoNAL COMPETENCY AND EARN THE RESPECT OF THEIR STUDENTS. -- 
MORE I 
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THE-PRIME MINISTER SAID THE,READING ‘INTEREST SHOULD %E NURTUREi) 
’ 

WHILE STILL AT SCHOOL AND STUDENTS SHOULD IN FACT HRVE GONE THROUGH 
ONCE ALL THEIR TEXTBOOKS WlTHXN THE FIRST MONTH OF GETTING THEM. 

IN FACTI ALL STUDENTS SHOULD %ORRQW IbftS FROM THE LIERARY TO 
READ AT HOMEr AND LEISURE PERIODS SHOULD BE DEVOTED TO READING f3OOKS 
IN THE LLBRRRY. 

HE SUGGESTED THE NATIONRL B&K DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL OF MALAYSSA 
(MKBICM) PUBLISH 4 C4TALOCUE OF NE&d 8(3Of(S EACH YEAR TO KEEP THE 
PUELLC INFORMED ON SUITA%LE READING MATERIALS AVAILABLE. 

THE CATALOGUE ~COtJtD &E DfSTRKf3UTED FREE OR AT A REASONABLE FEE 
TO THE PWXIC AS A GUTDE. 

THIS WOULD SAVE READERS THE INCONVENIENCE UF GOING FROM SHOP TO 
SHOP TQ LQQf< FOR BOOKS IN WHICH THEY WERE lNTERESTED. THE PROELEM 
kiJR5 COMPOUNDED EY %OOKSHOPS EEING MAINLY LQCATED XN THE URBAN AREAS? 
HE ADDED. -- MORE 
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID IT WOULD OE BETTER IF BOOKS OF 
GENERAL INTEREST BE PUBLISHED IN-A CHEAPER FORM BUCH AS PAPERf3ACKS 
SO MORE PEOPLE COULD AFFORD THEM. 

THE GOVERNMENT WAS PREPARED TO 
CONSIDER HELfjING ANY EFFORT ‘TO 

TRANSLATE ARTICLES BY WORLD-RENOWNED WRITERS INTO BAHASA MALAYSIA. 
+I HOPE THE PEOPLE HILL MAKE BOOKS THEIR DAILY CQMPANION BECAUSE 

8Oc)tCS ARE THE %RIOGE TO KNOWLEDGE LINKING US WITH O;JI;NVIRONMENTI 
COUNT-RY AND THE .OUTSIDE bdORLDv+ THE PRIME MINISTER a 

. -- 8ERNAMA 
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