Malaysians,must read,

NST 22 JAN 1988

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. —
Malaysians must read — and
master other languages if
necessary — to enrich their
knowledge, the Prime Minister
said tonight.

They should not be restricted
by a narrow nationalistic spirit
in the interest of gaining more
knowledge. Learning a foreign
language would not necessarily
impair a person’s nationalistic
spirit if he did not neglect his
own language.

“What is imrportant is that the
person becomes a knowledgea-
ble citizen. Ignorant people are

not necessarily loyal citizens.
By the same token, a person
who can speak more than one
language is not necessarily dis-
loyal to the country,” he said
when launching the Year of the
Reader over radio and telivi-
sion.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad said Malaysidng “must
take advantage of the “goldei:
opportunity” of the -%sence of
restrictions on reaii.yg and ac-
quiring knowl<d«¢ from all

_ lypes of books.

“Those that were once forbid-
den are now allowed and open to
whosoever is interested.”

Dr Mahathir hoped that Ma-
laysians would regard books as
their “life partners” because
books are “the bridge of know-
ledge tnat links us to our sur-
roundiiigs and the world”.

“Through books and reading
we cati mould a culture and tra-
ditivn that can be the foundation
of our strength,” he said.

Dr Mahathir noted that a ma-
jority of students in the country
only read their textbooks.

He said the situation was such
that the Government had to sti-
pulate a condition that only
those who read at least three

books other than their textbooks

says Mahathir

would qualify as trainee
teachers.

“It is indeed sad as we have to
give rewards to ensure that we
read. In Malaysia, where there
is a wealth of reading mater-
ials, it should be the case that
those who read a lot qualify for
certain posts,” he said.

Noting that reading mater-
ials in the country are not easi-
1y available to the public, par-
ticularly in the rural areas, Dr
Mahathir suggested that the
National Book Development
Council (MKBK) or the Book
Publishers’ Association pro-
duce a catalogue of new books

every year to make reading -
materials available to the pub- -
lic. !

He said the catalogue should |
be distributed free or sold at
an affordable price. :

Dr Mahathir also spoke on
the need for teachers to play
an instrumental role in incul-
cating the reading habit in stu-
dents.

He suggested that students
who read a lot be commended
as they were using books as a
source of knowledge in their
academic pursuits.
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Dr Mahathir said teachers
who read a lot would be respect-
ed by their students for their
wealth of knowledge.

This would make easier the
transfer of knowledge from
teacher to student.

Dr Mahathir also suggested

that newspapers reserve a spe-
cial column for book reviews.

He said the people would
benefit greatly from academic
articles published by new-
spapers.

He also suggested that more
books for general consump-
tion be published in paperback
so that a greater number of
people could afford them.

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment would support efforts
to translate books written by

well-known foreign writers.
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