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MAHATHIR-HOUSE 
BM 
JOHOR BAHARU, JAN 22-(BERNAMA) -- IOATUK SERI DR MAH(\THIR M9HAIIAD _ 

SAID T9DAY THE PROPERTY OWNERSHIP’DEMOCRRCY CURRENTLY PRACTISED IF.! 
THE C9UNTRY WILL CONTINUE9 .“Fr)R IT IS XMPOSSIELE T9 HAVE A tI9US” 
OWNERSHIP DEMOCRACY UNDER WHICH THE AIM IS FOR EVERY CITIZEN T(! 9ldfl 
A HOUSE. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID -THE EXISTING SYSTEM,’ WHICH ALL9Ws A 
CITIZEN TO 9WN PROPERTY? BE IT IN THE FORM Of= SHARESI SAVINGS 9R 
HOUSEI WAS MORE L9GICAL. 

SPEAKING AT THE PRESENTATION OF PRIZES TO WINNERS OF A LOW--COST 
H9USING OESIGN COMPETITION HERE? HE REJECTED SUGGESTIONS TH4T A 
HOUSE ‘OWNERSHIP DEMOCRACY SE INTRODUCEO. 

+THI-s <SUGGESTION) DIFFERS FROM WHAT WE ARE PRACTISING -.-- 
9WNERSHJ.P OF PROPERTY WHICH CAN SE IN THE FORM 9F HOUSES BUT F!n’T 
NECESSARILY SO?-+ HE SAID. 

+E3UT WHEN WE SAY WE WANT TO SEE EVERY CITIZEN IN THIS COUNTAY 
9WN A HOUSEI WE ARE ENTERING THE REALM OF THE UNREASONAPLE 4ND ONE 
WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE.+ -- MORE 
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MAHATHIR-HOUSE 2 JOH9R BAHARU Q’P’P’ 

DATuK SERI OR MAHATHZR SAID THERE WAS NO COUNTRY WHERE EVERY 
CITIZEN OWNED A HOUSE. 

+THERE ARE THOSE wH9 OWN A HOUSE? THERE ARE THBSE WHO 9WN MOfiE 
THAN ONEI AND THERE THOSE WHO 9WN NONE &UT WHO STILL HAVE A PLACE TO 
LIVE IN* SY RENTING OR OTHER MEANS?+ HE SAID. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE NEEDED TO ELAB9RATE ON THE PROPERTY 
OWNERSHIP DEMOCRACY AS THERE WERE STILL PEOPLE WHO MISUNDERSTOOD -fttE 
NATI9NAL H9USING POLICY. 

HE SAID THAT UNDER THE PRESENT PRACTICEI IT DID NOT 

NOT 9WNING A H9USE DID NOT MEAN A PERSON W9ULD HAVE NO 
AS HE COULD RENT. 

+IF WE SAY 9UR P9LICY IS TO SEE EVERY CITIZEN OWN A 
SUCH A POLICY CANNOT BE IMPLEMENTED,* HE SAID. -- MORE 
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID IF THIS REALITY WAS ACCEPTED? TItF.N 
IT WOULD NOT BE SO DIFFICULT 70 RESOLVE THE PRESENT HOUSXNG QUF’STL0ra 
WHERE EVERYBODY WANTED TO BUY A HOUSE OESPITE HAVING TO BQRROW MONEY 
TO DO SO. 

HE ALSO TALKED ASOUT THE NEED FOR THE PEC)PLEv ESPECIALLY 
URBAN-DWELLERSI TO C0PE WITH CHANGES IN THE TOWNS? INCLUOING SUCtt 
PROBLEMS’AS CoNGESTIoN AND RISING LAND PRICES. 

IN VIEW OF THISI HE SAIDr IT WAS UNLItiELY PEC’PLE LIVING IN ‘TtlE 
URBAN AREAS COULD RETAIN THE WAY OF LIFE IN THE HAMPUNGS WHERE 
HOUSES AND CDMPOUNDS WERE SPACIOUS. 

THEY MUST BE ‘PREPARED Tt) ADJUST,TO A DIFFERENT KIN0 OF LIFESTYLE 
Tr) LIVING IN TERRACE HOUSES AND HIGH-RISE FLATS. 

0N LOW-COST HOUSES, DATUtC SERI DA MAHATHIR HOPED DEVELOPERS AN0 
STATE GOVERNMENTS WOULD KEEP PRICES DOWN EY BUILDING ON LAND THAT 
WAS. NOT TOO EXPENSIVE AN0 AT THE SAME TIME REGULATE OTHER FACTORS 
WHICH MIGHT PUSH UP COSTS. 

HE LATER PRESENTED CASH PRIZES TO FIVE WINNERS 0F EACH F3UI.LDXt-4C; 

CATEGORY. 
AMONG THOSE PRESENT WERE HIS WIFEI DATUK SERI DATIN PADUKA DR 

SITI HASMAH ALI3 MENTERI BESAR HAJI MUHYIDDIN YASSINv INFORMATXON 
MINISTER OATUK MOHAMED RAHMATr DEPUTY HOUSING AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
MINISTER SENATOR HAJI HUSSEIN AHMAD AN0 OEPUTY PUBLIC ENTERPRISES 
MINISTER HAJI DAUD TAHA. -- BERNAMA 
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