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KUALA LUMPURs FEB 16 (BERNAMA) -- DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD

SALD TODAY THE PEOPLE WHO TOOK UMNO TO COURT WERE NOT CONCERNED
ABOUT THE INTERESTS OF THE PARTY AND THE POSSIBILITY OF THE PARTY
BEING RULED AN UNLAWFUL SOCIETY BY THE COURT.

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THEY SHOULD HAVE WITHDRAWN THEIR SULIT OR
REFRAINED FROM SUING UMNO IF THEY REALLY HAD UMNO'S INTERESTS IN
MIND.

+IF THEY HAD BEEN CONCERNED UMNO MIGHT BE DECLARED UNLAWFUL.

THEY WOULD HAVE WITHDRAWN THEIR SUILIT OR NOT TAKEN THE PARTY TO COURT
BECAUSE ANYTHING CAN THEN HAPPEN:+ HE TOLD REPORTERS WHEN ANNOUNCING
THE FORMATION OF THE NEW UMNO HERE,

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR WAS ANSWERING TO ALLEGATIONS THAT HE HAD
FAILED TO ACT TO PROTECT UMNO'S INTERESTS BY INVOKING SECTION 70 OF
THE SOCIETIES ACT 1946 WHEN THIS WAS WITHIN HIS POWERS AS THE HOME
MINISTER.

(SECTION 70 OF THE ACT STATES: +THE (HOME) MINISTER MAY AT HIS
DISCRETION IN WRITING EXEMPT ANY SOCIETY REGISTERED UNDER THIS ACT
FROM ALL OR ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT.+

ELEVEN UMNO MEMBERS HAD BQUGHT A DECLARATION FROM THE HIGH COURT
THAT THE LAST APRIL 24 UMNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND ELECTIONS WERE NULL
AND VOID. THE KUALA LUMPUR HIGH COURT, IN DISMISSING THE SULT ON FEB
4r HAD RULED THAT UNDER THE ACTy UMNO WAS AN UNLAWFUL SOCIETY +AT

THAT MATERIAL TIME+ BECAUSE OF THE EXISTENCE OF UNAPPROVED BRANCHES.
~= MORE
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FORMER TRADE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER TENGKU RAZALEIGH HAMZIAH SAID
IN A STATEMENT. LAST NIGHT THAT THE UMNO LEADERSHIP COULD HAVE USED
ITS DISCRETION UNDER SECTION 70 OF THE ACT TO SAVE UMND EVEN BEFORE
THE SUIT WAS BROUGHT TO COURT. +UNFORTUNATELY, THIS WAS NOT DONE.+

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID IT WAS STRANGE THE QUARTERS
CONCERNED HAD NOT THOUGHT ABOUT THIS BEFORE THE COURT MADE THE
"DPECISION. ‘

+SURELY THEY WERE ALS0O AWARE OF THE PROVISION AND SHOULD HAVE
TOLD US THEY WERE WILLING FOR SECTION 70 TO BE APPLIED: AND BY THIS
HAVE THEIR CASE DEFEATED++ HE SAID.

HE SAID EVEN AFTER BEING INFORMED BY THEIR LAWYERS THAT UMNO
MIGHT BE DECLARED UNLAWFUL IF THEY PERSISTED IN PURSUING THE MATTER
OF THE 30 UNAPPROVED BRANCHESy THEY STILL FAILED TO DROP THE CASE.

+NOWs THEY ARE TRYING TO BLAME OTHERS. WHAT WE KNOW IS THAT IF

THE CASE HAD NOT GONE TO COURT.» UMNO WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN RULED
UNLAWFULy+ HE SAID. -- MORE
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+ALL INTERNAL PROBLEMS OF UMNO SHOULD BE RESOLVED BY THE SUPREME
COUNCIL» BUT THEY REMAINED ADAMANT IN TAKING THE CASE TO COURTY
DESPITE BEING TOLD IT COULD LEAD TO UMNO BEING DECLARED UNLAWFUL.+
HE SAID.

+BUT NOW THEY ARE SAYING WE DID NOT USE SECTION 70. I DON'T KNOW
WHAT OTHER ACCUSATIONS WILL BE HURLED AGAINST UMNO BY PEQPLE WHO 0O
NOT WANT TO ACCEPT THE OUTCOME OF THE ELECTIONS AT THE LAST UMNO
GENERAL ASSEMBLY .+

ASKED WHO AMONG THE FORMER BUPREME COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE NOT IN
THE NEW PARTY'S PRO TEM COMMITTEE. DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAILD!
+WE'LL LET YOU KNOW LATER ... YOU CAN GUESS.+

+IF THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO WANT TOo G0 ELSEWHERE: WE CAN'T ASK THEM
TO COME WITH US ... PEOPLE WHO HAMPER THE PARTY ... TRY TO DESTROY
THE PARTY AND EVENTUALLY GOT IT RULED UNLAWFUL ... THESE WE CANNOT
ACCEPT.+

ASKED WHETHER FORMER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DATUK MUSA HITAM WAS
INVOLVED IN SETTING UP THE NEW UMNO PRO TEM COMMITTEE., HE SAID THOSE
INVOLVED WERE SUPREME COUNCIL MEMBERS AND DATUK MUSA WAS NOT A
COUNCIL MEMBER. —- MORE
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ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD ACCEPT AN APPLICATION BY DATUK MUSA TO
JOIN THE NEW PARTYy» DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID! +WE WILL CONSIDER
IT. EVERYONE CAN APPLY.+

ON TENGKU RAZALEIGHy HE SAID HE WAS NOT THE ONLY PERSON TO
DECIDE ON APPLICATIONS FROM PEOPLE SEEKING TO BECOME MEMBERS.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR ALSO SAID HE HAD RECEIVED A LETTER FROM
FORMER PRIME MINISTER TUNKU ABDUL RAHMAN INVITING HIM T BE A MEMBER
OF THE PRO TEM COMMITTEE SEEKING TO REGISTER +UMNO MALAYSIA+. THIS
APPLICATION WAS REJECTED,

HE SAID HE AND THE OTHER PRO TEM COMMITTEE MEMBERS OF THE NEW
UMNO COULD NOT HOLD POSTS IN OTHER PARTIES AND AS SUCH COULD NOT
. ACCEPT THE OFFER. +FURTHERMORE,» THEIR APPLICATION TO HAVE THE PARTY

REGISTERED HAS BEEN REJECTED.+

ON INFORMATION MINISTER DATUK MOHAMED RAHMAT'S APPOINTMENT AS
PRO TEM SECRETARYy HE SAID THIS WAS BECAUSE FORMER UMNO
SECRETARY-GENERAL DATUK SERI SANUSI JUNID WAS ILL AND IN THE UNILTED
ETATES.

. HE SAID DATUK SERI SANUSI LEFT FOR THE US ON FEB 12. -~ BERNAMA
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