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PARLIAMENT-SOCIETIES 
BM 88 & 
KUALA LUMPURT MARCH 18 CBERNAMA) -- THE SOCIETIES ACT 1966‘-HAS 

To BE AMENDED BECAUSE SEVERAL OF ITS PROVISIONS ARE No LONGER SUITED 
TO CHANGING CONDITIONS AND DIFFICULT TO P?IT INTO PRACTICE BY A BIG 
OR6ANISATIONv ESPECIALLY IN KEEPING WATCH ON THE ACTIVITIES OF 
MEMBERS AND ENSURING THEY ADHERED TO THE LAWI PRIME MINISTER DATUK 
SERI DA MAW MOHAMAD SAID TONIGHT. 

TABLING THE SOCIETIES (AMENDMENT) BILL IN THE DEWAN RAKYAT, HE 
SAID IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE AND IMPRACTICABLE FOR THE HEADOFFICE OF ANY 
ORGANISATION HAVING THOUSANDS OF BRANCHES AND MILLIONS 9F MEMBERS To 
SUPERVISE ALL THE ACTIVITIES OF THE BRANCHES AND MEMBERS ALL THE 
TIME. 

HE SAID SECTION 12 (3) OF THE PRESENT ACT RENDERED THE WH9LE 
SOCIETY UNLAWFUL INCLUDING BRANCHES WHICH HAD BEEN L,AWFULLY SET UP 
EVEN IF ONLY JUST A FEW BRANCHES HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED WITHOUT THE 
APPROVAL OF THE REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES. 

W.ITHOUT CLOSE SUPERVISIONI THERE WAS A BIG POSSIBILITY OF 
OFFENCES BEING COMMITTED AT BRANCH LEVEL AND SUCH SRANCHES WERE 
LIKELY To BE DECLARED UNLAWFUL. -- MORE 
2196MST lJ3 Cl3 88 
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THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE AMENDMENT WOULD RENDER UNLAWFUL ONLY 
THE BRANCH OF A REGISTERED SOCIETY AND NOT THE SOCIETY ITSELF WHERE 
A REGISTERED SOCIETY ESTABLISHES THE BRANCH WITHOUT THE PRIOR 
APPROVAL OF THE REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES. 

HE SAID THE SAME PROVISIONS WERE FOUND IN THE SOCIETIES ACT IN 
SINGAPORE AND IN THE SOCIETIES OROINANCE IN HONG KONG. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE ACT WAS BEING AMENDED BECAUSE THE 
RULING OF A MAJOR ORGANISATION AS AN UNLAWFUL SOCIETY DIRECTLY 
INFLUENCED THE POLITICS AND THE GOVERNMENT OF A COUNTRY AS HAPPENED 
RECENTLY? BRINGING ALONG WITH IT FAR-REACHING IMPLICATIONS WHICH 
MIGHT NOT BE RESOLVED WITHIN DECADES. 

HE SAID A SETTLEMENT WAS MADE MORE DIFFICULT WHEN THERE WAS 
MISUNDERSTANDING AMONG MEMBERS OF THE ORGANISATION ITSELF AND 
WHATEVER COURSE OF ACTION TAKEN To OVERCOME THE PROBLEM COULD BE 
CHALLENGED IN THE COURTS. 

HE SAID BECAUSE OF THIS THE RIGHTS OF THE MAJORITY OF MEMBERS 
WERE AFFECTED JUST BECAUSE ONE IN A MILLION MEMBERS DID NOT WANT TQ 
ACCEPT THE SETTLEMENT. 

\ 

+A SITUATION WHERE 9NE MEMBER CAN HOLD TO RANSOM A MILLION OTHER’. 
MEMBERS IS UNJUSTI+ HE SAID. -- MORE \ 
22QlMST 18 03 88 
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HE SAID TO OVERCOME THIS SITUC\TION SECTION 17 OF THE ACT WAS 
BEING AMENDED EMPOWERING THE REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES AN0 THE OFFICIAL 
ASSIGNEE TO DEAL WITH THE ORGANISING PANEL AN0 OFFXCE-BEARERS OF AN 
ORGANISATION WHICH HA0 BEEN DE-REGISTERED. 

THE AMENOMENT ALSO PROVIOED THAT SUCH PEOPLE IN GIVING ANY 
ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTION WITH THE DEALINGS WERE NOT PROSECUTE0 FOR 
ANY OFFENCE UNOER THE.VARIOUS PROVISIC)NS OF THE ACT. 

DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID IT WAS VERY OIFFICULT FOR THE 
REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES AND THE OFFICIAL ASSIGNEE'S OEPARTMENT TO 
DISCHARGE THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER THE PRESENT PROVISIr)NS OF THE 
ACT. 

THIS WAS PARTICULARLY S9 WHEN A POLITICAL PARTY CONCERNED HA0 
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF MEMBERS WITH BRANCHES IN NEARLY EVERY 
KAMPUNG AND TOWN AND WITH A WIDE RANGE OF PROPERTY INCLUDING 
BUILDINGS, SHARES IN SCORES OF C0MPANIES AND SUBSIDIARIESI DEPOSITS 
AN0 DEBTS. 

IT WOULO RE VERY OIFFICULT FOR THE REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES AN0 
THE.OFFICIAL ASSIGNEE TO HANDLE THESE MATTERS UNLESS THEY INCREASED 
THEIR STAFF BY THE THOUSANDS. -- MORE 
2244MST 18 03 88 
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HE SAID ANOTHER PROBLEM WAS TO DETERMINE WHO WAS A MEMt3ER AN0 
WHO WAS NOT AND WHO HA0 RIGHTS IT0 00 CERTAIN THINGS11 ADDING THAT 
ALL THESE WERE OIFFICULT TO DETERMINE. 

HE SAID THE OFFICIAL ASSIGNEE ADMINISTERING THE PROPERTY OF AN 
ORGANISATION WHICH HAD BEEN RULE0 UNLAWFUL WOULO TAKE A VERY LONG 
TIMEI POSSIBLY DECADES, TO RESOLVE EVERY CLAIM. 

IN TttE COURSE OF THAT TIME, THE PROPERTY UNDER HIS CHARGE AND 

DEBTS THAT HAD TO BE SETTLED WOULD BECOME EVEN MORE OF A BUROENv HE 
SAID. 

THE OFFICIAL ASSIGNEE'S OEPARTMENT OX0 NOT HAVE THE CAPACITY 
FROM THE ASPECT OF MANPOWER TO AOMINISTER THE PROPERTY AND DEBTS 
RUNNING INTO HUN%REOS OF MILLIONS OF RINGGIT SPREAD OVER THE WHOLE 
COUNTRY. 

HE SAID THE AMENOMENT ENA&LING A SOCIETY TO TAKE OVER THE ASSETS 
OF A DE-REGISTERED S0CIETY IF ITS CONSTITUTION WAS SIMILAR AN0 A 
MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS 9F THE NEW S0CIETY WERE FROM THE FORMER WAS 
NOT SoMETHING EXTRAOROINARY. -- MORE 
2246MST 10 03 88 
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HE SAID THE SEMENYIH INOLAN WELFARE ORGANISATION IN SELANGOR AN0 
THE SEPAKAT SET14 PERUNOING SPORTS CLUB HAD BEEN DE-REGISTERED BY 
THE REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES AND SUCCESSOR ORGANISATIONS HAVING THE 
SAME NAME HAD BEEN REGISTEREO AND THE PROPERTY OF THE TWO 
OE-REGISTERED ORGANISATIONS HAD BEEN TRANSFERREO TO THE NEW ONES. 

THE PRIHE ilINISTER SAID WHAT WAS BELNG DONE THROUGH THE PROPOSE0 
AMENDMENTS WAS TO MAKE CLEARER THE METHOO THAT SHOULD BE ADOPTED TO 
ADMINISTER AN0 MANAGE PROPERTY AND DEBTS OF AN ORGAN~SATION WHEN IT 
BECAME DE-REGISTERED. 

. HE SAIO AS SUCH THE AMENOMENTS WERE BASED ON THE METHODS 
PREVIOUSLY EMPLOYED CONCERNING CASES WHERE ORGANISATIONS HA0 BEEN 
OE-REGISTERED. 

AT THE SAME TIME9 THE AMENOMENJS WERE IMPORTANT BECAUSE THE 
OFFICIAL ASSIGNEE’S OEPARTMENT DID NOT HAVE THE CAPACITY l-0 ‘: 

ADMINISTER THE PROPERTY AND DEBTS OF A BIG ORGANIS#+TIC,Nv HE AOOED. 
-- BERNAMA 
2248MST 18 03 86 
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