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.KUALA LUMPUR ‘t MARCH 24 IBERNAMA) -- THE HIGH COURT HERE 
P’oSTP~NED To TOMORROW THE HEARING OF Ak APPLICATION BY THE EOITOR 
AND THE 0WNER AND PUBLISHER OF THE FAR EASTERN ECC’NOMIC REVIEW 
<FEER) Tr) INCLUDE THE HOME MINISTER-AND THE GOVERNMENT AS THIRD 
PARTIES IN A LIREL SUIT AGAINST THEM. 

JUSTICE DATUK AJAIB SINGHI WHO WAS SUPPOSED TO HEAR THE 
APPLICATION TODAY- POSTPONED THE HEARING AFTER ENCIK MUHAMMAO SHAFEE 
AQOULLAH v COUNSEL FOR FEERI INFORMEO‘THAT- HE HAD NOT YET GOT BACK 

ALL THE LOTS OF AUTHORITIES WHICH HE HAD SENT TO A PRLNTING FIRM FOR 
BINDING. 

THE JUDGE SAID HE WANTED TO HEAR THIS APPLICATION BEFORE HEARING 
AN APPLICATION SY PRIME MINISTER tiATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR MOHAMAO FOR 
FURTHER AND BETTER PARTICULARS RELATING T0 HIS LIBEL SUiT AGAINST 
THE FEER. 

PATUK SERI OR MA&XU%R-HAO LAST AUGUST FILED THE LIEEL SUIT OVER , 
AN ARTLCLE PERTAINING TO THE PCIRPORTE’O POSSIBLE SALE OF LIMBANG IN 
SARAWAK TO BRUNEI OARUSSALAM WHICH APPEARED IN THE FEER ON MAY 21 
LAST YEAR. 

IN THE APPLICATION FOR FURTHER AND SETTER PARTIClJLARSv THE PRIME 
MINISTER IS ASKING THE DEFENDANTS T9 SPECIFY THE NAME OF THE SOURCE 
0R SOURCES WHICH THEY CLAIM HAD IN THE PAST PROVED TO BE 
WELL-INFORMED AND RELIARLE. -- MORE 
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THE HONG KONG-BASED WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE HAD REPORTED THAT THE l 

PRIME .MLNiSTER HAD DISCUSSEO THE P0SSIBLE SALE OF LIMBANG TO BRUNEI 
DARUSSALAM AT A START PRICE 0F lJS%b BILLION (MB15 BILLION) OURING 

:HIS VISIT TO THE SULTANATE IN MARCH LAST YEAR. 
IN THE SUXTr OATUK SERI OR MAHATHIRv AM9NG OTHER THINGS.9 CLAIMS 

THAT THE WORDS IN THE ARTICLE C(>NCERNIXNG HIM IN THE WAY OF HIS 
OFFICE AS PRIME MINISTER- IN THEIR 0RDINARY\MEANINGr ARE UNOERST000 
TO MEAN THAT HE WAS ENGAGED LN AN UNCONST,ITVTIONAL AND SURREPTITIOUS 
ATTEMPT TO SELL Tc) BRUNEI PART r)F T,ljE TERRI‘TORY 0F SARAWAK WHICH IS 
A COMPONENT OF MALAYGIA. 

DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAYS THAT BECAUSE OF THE PUBLICATION OF 
, J THE SAID W0RDSr HE HAD BEEN DAMAGED IN HIS CHARACTER AS PRIME 

MINISTER AND HAD SEEN BROUGHT INTO PURLIC SCANDAL’? ODIUM AND 
CONTEMPT. 

THE OEFENDANTSv IN THEIR DEFENCEq’ DENY, THE ARTICLE WAS MEANT Tr) 
DEFAME THE PRIME MINISTER. 

THEY CLAIM THAT IF THE WOROS WERE DEFAMATORYI.THEY WERE 
PUBLISHED UPON AN OCCASION OF QUALIFIED PR.IVIL,EGEv CONTENOINGv AMQNG 
OTHER THINGS7 THAT DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIRv WH0 REPRESENTS THE 
CAEINET AND- THE GOVERNMENT9 LS A PUBLIC ,FLGURE KNOWN THROUGHOUT 
MALAYSIA9 NEIGHSOURING COCINTRIES AND THE -WORLD. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR WAS REPRESENTEO EiY. SENIOR’FEOERAL COUNSEL 
T.SELVENTHIRANATHAN WHILE THE OEFENOANTS WERE REPRESENTEO BY ENCIK 

‘MUHAMMAD SHAFEE ASDULLAH. -- BERNAMA 
1745MST 24 03 BB - , 
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