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KuALA LUMPUR~ nPRIL 13 ERNAMA) -- THE UMNO BARU SUPREME / 
COUNCXL HELD A SPFCIAL GENERAL MEETING TONIGHT TO AMEND THE PARTY 
CONSTITUTION TO GIVE MORE CSEIGHTAGE TO THE DIVISIONAL LEVEL CHOICE 
Of THE CANDIDATES FOR PARTY PRESIDENT AND DEPUTY PREGIDENTq IN UHICH I 
THE NOMINATIONS WILL ‘AUTOMATICALLY CARRY 10 VOTES EACH. 

PARTY PRESIDENT DATUK SERI. .9.1!....~-AH-AWI~~_IR_C?crH_A_Me-o_ .TOLD REPORTERS 
AFTER THE MEETING THAT THE SESSION ALSO AMENDED THE CONSTITUTION TO 

_____ --. _. -- I 

PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENTr AN0 NO LON6ER ELECTION, QF THE PARTY’S 7 ’ 
YOUTH AND UANITA WING CHIEFS. ! 

HE SAID THEY WERE NEW PROVISIONSI THE TIRST AIMED AT PRQVIOXNC ' ' 
AN ACCURATE REFLECTION OF THE GRASSROOTS’ CHOICE AT THE BRANCH AND ‘; 1 
OIVISIONAL LEVELS. IT APPLIES TO DNLY THE TWO TOP PDSTS. 

WHEN ELECTIONS FOR THESE POSTS TAKE PLACE DURING THE PARTY 
f j r I 

\ 
GENERAL ASSEMBLYI THE AUTOMATIC VOTES VESTED IN THE DIVISIONAL LEVEL ; 
NOMINATIONS WILL BE COUNTED TOGETHER WITH THE VOTES CAST BY THE ! 
ASSEMBLY DELEGATES. 

\ _.. i- > ” 
ACCORDING TO HIMI THERE HAD BEEN INSTANCES IN THE PAST WHERE. 1 

DIVISIONAL OELEGiATES TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1N VOTING IN THE 
i 

PRESIDENT AND DEPUTY PRESIDENT HAD NOT RESPECTED THE CHOICES HADE-t)Y - I9 
THE DIVISIONS THEY WER@ REPRESENTING. i I 

THE SECOND PROVISIDN WAS TO REDUCE POLITICKING IN THE PARTY?-,H$ ,, : j 
Y 
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THE PRIME MINISTER SA-ID THE SUPREME COUNCIL MET IN TWD SESSIDNS : 1 

:::TONI.GHTr QNE THE SPECIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO AMEND THE PARTY , 
CONSTITUTION AND THE OTHER A ROUTINE MEETING TO DISCUSS PARTY 

a, HATTERS. l 
/  

HE SAID +THE AMENDMENTS HERE MADE TO IMPROVE THE EXISTING . _ ’ 
CONSTITUTION BUT GENERALLY WE ARE USING THE OLD CDNSTfTUTION.+ / 

HE SAID THE CHANGES WERE TO CHECK UNHEALTHY PRACTICES OF THE’ 
:‘PAST WHERE SOME PEOPLE HAD USED MONEY POLITICS TO INFLUENCE 

! 

EC’ECTIONSr ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO PREVENT flEMf3ERS NOT SUPPORTING 
: ; 

CERTAIN CANDIDATES FROM TAKING PART IN THE ELECTIONS, AND MEETIN 
HELD IN PRIVATE HOMES WITH THOSE PRESENT TREATED TO A LAVISH REPAST 

‘AND PEOPLE CONSIDERED +UNDESIRABLE+ NOT INVITED TO THESE FUNCTIONS. 
+BECAUSE OF THISI WE FEEL WE NEED TO REDUCE ELECTION POLITLCKlN6 

AND THE THING WE WANT TO AVOID FROM DCCURRING’IN UMNO BARU IS 
INCIDENTS WHERE PEOPLE TRY TO BLOCK OTHERS FROM BECDMING MEMBER8 OR 
PEOPLE FORM BRANCHES TO UNOERMINE CERTAIN LEADERS. 

*HE CAN OVERCOME SUCH PROBLEMS BECAUSE OF OUR SYSTEM WHERE THE. 
HEADQUARTERS HAS THE RI6HT TO RATIFY APPROVAL QF MEMBERSHIP. 

+THIS MEANS IF A DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE DOES NOT LIKE A CERTAIN 
PKRSON TO BECOME A MEMBER OR A CERTAIN BRANCH TO BE FORMEDI THE. ?;,. ; 

‘+lkMfJER OR BRANCH CAN GO DIRECT TO THE SUPREME COUNCIL FOR 
$ACCEPTANCE.+ -- MORE 
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ELADORATING ON THE TWO NEW PROVISIQNS IN THE PARTY CONSTITUTION, 
DATUK SERI DR HAHATHIR SAID THAT +IN THE PAST ELECTKONI WE FOUND 
THAT a0 BRANCHES tmrlIt~mED A CERTAIN CANDIDATE BUT THE VOTES ROLLED 
BY THE CANDIDATE CONCERNED AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WAS NOT 
REFLECTIVE OF THIS SUPPORTI SHOWING THE DELEGATES HAD TOTALLY 

DISREGARDED THE DECISION tlRDE BY THEIR’DIVISIONS AND GAVE THELR 
’ VOTES TO SOMEONE ELSE.* 

HE SAID THIS WAS AN ANOMALY AND THE MEETING TONIGHT DECIDED TO 
GIVE MORE WEIGHT TO THE CHO1CE OF THE DLVIS1ONS APART FROM THAT OF 
THE DELEGATES. 

DATUM SERI DR tl(\HATHIR SAiD DELEGATES WHO VOTED AGAINST THE 
CHOICE OF THEIR DT.VISIDNS WERE DEFYING THE WISHES OF THE CRASSROOT. 

+WE FOUND THE DELEGATES HAD BEEN INFLUENCE0 INTO DOING SO AND WE 
THEREFORE FEEL IT IS NECESSARY TO GIVE RECOGNITION TO THE 
NOHLNATIONS MADE BY THE DIVISIONS BECAUSE WE ARE A GRASSROOT PARTY 
AND NOT A PARTY OF lr500 DELEGATES.+ -- MORE 
O348MST 14 [I4 88 
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+IF THESE lr500 PEOPLE CAN MAKE OECISIONS A6 THEY LIKE AND THEIR 
DECISIONS ARE NOT CONSONANT WITH THE WISHES OF THE GRASSROOTr THEN 
THEIR POWERS MUST BE CURTAILED A BIT AND RETURNED TO THE ORDINARY 
MEMBERS .+ 

HE STRESSED 
. 8 C~NBIDERATXON 

DATUK SERI 
TO APPOINT THE 
ELECTEO AS DIV 

., UNHEALTHY PRAC 
: CHIEFS. . 

THAT UMNO BEIN A’+MASS-BASED+ PARTY MUST 6IVE DUE 
TO THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE +MASSES.+ 
OR HAHATHXR ALSO SAID EMPOWERING THE SUPREME COUNCIL 

NATIONAL YOUTH AND WANITA HEADS FROM AMONG THOSE 
‘ISIONAL LEVEL HEADS WAS TO AVOID THE OCCURRENCE OF ’ 
TICES DURING THE NATIONAL LEVEL ELECTION6 FOR THE TWO 

,i ,: .L I;’ 

.( THE YOUTH AND WANITA NATIONAL CHIEFS APPO1NTED WILL BE 
‘EX-OFFICIO MEHBERS OF PHE SUPREME COUNCLL ANO.PARTY VLCE-PRESfDENT3. 
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ELECTIONS TO BE dH0SEti AS OELEfiATES. ‘. ;’ i 
THIS WAS BECAUSE IF THE YOUTH AND WANITA DIVISIONAL HEADS WERE 

ALSO AUTOMATICALLY MADE OELEfiATES AS IN THE PA8Tr THEY WOULD BECOHE ‘- ‘: 
I 

THE FOCUS OF ATTENTION OF CERTAIN PEOPLE LOBBYING FOR SUPPORT.‘IN THE h” “ 
i 
i 

+UPREHE COUNCIL ELECTIONS AT THE ASSEMBLYI AND THE SUPREME COUNCIL1 
ACCORDIN TO HIHI DO.ES NOT THINK THIS A HEALTHY STATE OF AFFAIRS. / ’ ! 

HOWEVER1 TO tlAKE UP FOR THEM LOSING THEIR AUTOHATIC STATUS A8 I 
ASSEMBLY DELECiATESr THE NUMBER OF YOUTH AND WANITA DELE6ATES TO THE , 

ASSEflBLY HAD SEEN INCREASED FROM .THE FIVE FORtiERLY TO’-30 TO ENSURE 
L 

.i 
I 

THEY 010 NOT LOSE OUT ON THE STRENGTH OF THEIR REPRESENTATION. j 
i HE SAID THE PRESIDENTI DEPUTY PRESIDENTr THREE VICE-PRESIDENTS. ai 
;  

:  
‘AND 25 WPREt4E COUNCIL tiEM6ERS WOULD 6~ ELECTED IN THE GENERAL 

; ON ELECTIONS AT BRANCH AN0 OIVISIONAL LEVELS, THEY WOULD SE 's ", 
', 

LIKE BEFORE- THAT IS1 TO ELECT THE HEADI COMMITTEE, HEMyERs ‘.“, ,,$ 
YOUTH AND WANITA HEA?! AT THEIR RESPEcTfVE LEVELS. -- #IORE ‘, +?& ., ;; 
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DATUK SERI DR MAttATHqR SAID UMNQ BARU HAD BEEN APPROVE0 C6Y THE “. ‘: ;. 
! ; REGISTRAR OF SOCLETIES) AND THE SUPREME COUNCIL HAD THE LEGAL RIBHT, 

TO HOLD THE SPECIAL GENERAL HEETING TO AMEN0 THE PARTY’S i 
:+ CONSTITUTION. 

‘, ., 

+HOWEVER, AT THIS SPECIAL MEETING? UE AGREED THE CONSTITUTION SE 
TABLED FOR APPROVAL.+ 

APART FROM THE%PECIAL SESSIONI THE SUPREME COUNCSL ALSO HAD AN 
OROINARY MEETING To DISCUSS THE FILLING OF HEflBERSHIP REGISTRATION 

’ FORMS. 
ON THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS3 HE SAID HANY HAD FILLEO fN TtiE FORMS 

BUT NONE WERE VALIO MEMlZERS AS YET AS THE COUNCIL HAD STILL TO 
RATIFY THEIR APPLICATIONS. 

PARTY OEPUTY PRESIDENT GHAFAR BAt3Av WHO IS DEPUTY f’RIME 
MLN~STERI SAIO THE AMENOMENTS WOULD BE SUE3MITTEO TO THE REGLSTRAR 
TOMORROW FOR APPROVAL. 
-- BERNAMA ,i. 
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