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ALOR SETAR, APRIL 2% (BERMAMAY - MALAYSIA WILL PROVIDE AN
ALTERNATIVE 1o THE VIFIMAMESS REFUGFES IN PULAU BIDONGy, TERENGGANU.
REFORE IMPLEMEMTING 118 DECISTION TO C10OSE THE TRANSIT CAMP ON THE
ISLANDy PRIMF MIMICTER naruu SERI DR HAHATHLIR MOHAMAD SAID TODAY.

THE FEDERAL GOVFERNMENT ‘WOUI.D DISCUSS FURTHER WITH THE TERENGGANU
GOVERNMEMNT ANMD INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES BEFORE GOING AHEAD WITH ITS
DECISION ON THE CLOSURE OF THE CAMPy HE SAID.

THE QUESTIOM OF CLOSING THE ISLAND T0O REFUGEES WAS NOT AN EASY
MATTER $LIKE CLOSTHG AND OPENMING THE DOOR+ AND THE GOVERNMENT WOULD
HAVE TO MAKE A THOROUGH STUDY OF IT, THE PRIME MINISTER TOLD
REPORTERS PEFORE LEAVING FOR KUALA LUMPUR.

HE AND DATUK SERI DATIN PADUKA DR SITI HASMAH ALI HAD JOINED IN

BREAKING OF THE FAST AT KAMPUNMG KANDIS MOSQUE NEAR HERE LAST NIGHT.
-~ MORE
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MIMISTER IN THE PRIME MINTSTER'S DEPARTMENT DATUK DR YUSOF NOOR
ANNOUNCED PLANS LAST THURSDAY TO CLOSE THE ISLAND TO THE VIETNAMESE
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS.

HE HAD SAID THF FEDERAL CARIMET HAD HADE THE DECISION FOLLOWING
APPEALS FROM THE 1L OCAL PEOPLE WHO WAMTED THE LISLAND AS A CENTRE FOR
FISHING. '

PULAU BIDOMG, APHHT 30 MAUTICAL MILES OFF KUALA TEREMGGANU. HAS
BEEM A PROHIBITED AREA SINCE THE 19705 WHEN IT WAS TURNED INTO A
TRANGSIT CAMP FOR UIETMAMESE TLLEGAL THMIGRANTS.

ASKED T0O CONMHEMNY ON FRUIT- GROWING+ DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR BALD
FRUIT-GROWING EFFORTS WERE MFEITHER FULLY SUCCESSFUL NOR A COMPLETE
FALLURE.

HE URGED THE FPEOPLE TO UNDERTAKE FRULT-GROWING ON AN ESTATE
BASIS AS HAS BEING DONE FOR RUBBER AMD OIL PALM.

ONLY A SMALL GR0OUP OF PEOPLE WERE INTERESTED IN CULTIVATING .
FRUITS OH AN ESTATF BASIS WHILE MANY OTHERS WERE GROWING THEM.IN
BMALLHOLDINGSy HE SAID. -- MORE ’
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~DATUHHC SERL DR MAHATHIR SALD SMALL-SCALE PRODUCTION OF FRUITS WAS
HOT PROFITABLE AMD UMD NOT BE ABLE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE EXPOR!
MARKET.,

HE BATD LOCAL FRULTS SUCH AS RAMBUTANS, MANGOSTEEMSy DURIAMNS ANMD
GUAVA HAD THE POTEMTIAL FOR | ARGE-SCALE CULTIVATION.

HEW 7EALANDy FOR FXAMPLFE+ HAD SUCCEEDED IN POPULARISING +CHINEST
GONSEREFRRY+ WHICH UAS NMATIVE TO CHINA PUT WAS NOT POPULAR THERFE, HF
SATD.

DATUE SERT DR MAHATHIR SAT0 NEW ZELAND HAD UNDERTAKEN
PARGE-GCALE CULTTVYATION OF THE FRUIT AND HAD CHANGED ITS NAME 10
PRIME FRULTH AMD THFE FRULIT HWAS MOW POPULAR THE WORLD OVER. -~ BERMANA
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