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‘PERNAMA -.- THE HIGH COURT HERE WAS TQLO 
‘L TODAY THE FAR EASTERN ECoNotlLC REVIEW AND ITS EDITOR WERE PREPARE0 

TO RISK NOT REVEALING THEIR SOURCES RELnTING TO THE REPORT rlN THE 
PURPORTED PROPOSAL TO SELL I IMBANG TO BRUNEI DARUSSAL.AM. 1 

THEIR COUNSEL9 ENCfti MU1lAMtlAD SbiAFEE ABDULLAHI SALD THEY ‘WOULD 
TAKE THE RISK EVEN IF IT MERNT THE.IR DEFENCE TO A LIBEL SUIf BY THE 
PRItiE MINISIER WOULD NOT eE 4s EFFECTIVE AS IT WOULD BE IF THE 
SOURCES WERE REVEALED, 

HE SAID IT WOULD BE TO l1T.S CLIENTS’ DETRSMENT IF ‘tHEY DID NOT 
l REVEAL THE SOURCES SOUGHT P,Y PRIME.MINISTER DATUK SERI OR M&HAT&&.& 

” !; 
. 

t”llR BUT THEY WERE DOING THIS AT .&THEIR OWN PERIL.+ 
i 

COUNSEL.WAS SUBMITTING T.t:1 RN AP.PLICATION TO GET THE MAGAZINE AN0 ’ ,” 
ITS EDITOR DEREK DAVIES TO CPECIFY THE NAME OF THE SOURCE OR j’, 

SOURCES* PARTICULARS OF EAClt AND EVERY OCCASION WHEN THE DEGENDANTS 
CONTENDED THE SAID SOURCE ‘,I-! SOljRCES PROVED. TO BE WELL-INFO 

1.: 
~ ’ -, 

RELIABLE1 WHEN AND WHERE T!IF INFORMATION’WAS RECEI,VFDr AND 
’ >:i 

FORM IT WAS CONVEYED. 
,;;a;: 

, ,:;g : 

DATUK SERX DR MAHATHIR FlllO HAD SUED THE -TWO FOR LIBEL OVciR THE h:’ :‘;” ’ 
ARTICLE THAT APPEARED IN TtiE MeGAZINE’S MAY’ Tl ISSUE LAST Y&, fS 
$EEKING THE PARTICULARS. -- MORE 
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IN THE SUXT? HE IS ALSO SEEKING UNSPECIFIED DAHAGES FOR &LECEO 

,‘. : 
.’ r ‘1 * 
1. LIBEL CONTAINED IN AN APOLOGY AND t%TRACTION.RELATING TO THEf ARTICLE ’ 

i PUBLISHED BY THE MAGAZINE Of4 JUNE 4 LAST YEAd. 
.I DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR, AMONG OTHER THINGS, CLAIMED THE LORDS IN L. 

. 

THE ARTICLE CONCERNING HIM IN THE WijY OF HIS OFFICE AS PRIMS 3 
MINISTERS IN THEIR ORDiNARY MEANIN‘G~ WERE UNDERSTOOD TO tlEAN HE WAS 
ENGAGED LN AN UNCONSTITUTIONAL~A~D SURREPTITIOUS ATTEMPT TO SELL TO ’ 
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM A PART OF THE TERRITORY OF SARAWAK WHICH IS A . 
COMPONENT OF IMLAYSIA. ,\ 

HE SAID BECAUSE OF THE PUBCICATION OF THE SAID WORDS9 HE-HAD 
,BEEN DAMAGED IN HIS CHARACTER AS pRIME.,MINISTER AND HAD BEEN BROUGHT -’ 

INTO PUBLIC SCANDALI ODIUM hND CONTEMPT.- 
THE MAGAZINE AND ITS EDITOR, IN’ THEIR DEFENCEI ‘DENIED THE 

ARTICLE’WAS MEANT TO DEFAME THE PRIME MINISTER* ADDING THAT’KF THE 
WORDS WERE DEFAMATORY* THEY WERE PUBLISHED WITH QUALIFIED PRIVILEGE 
AS DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR iS A !'ueLIC FIGURE KNOWN IN MALAYSIA AN0 ’ 
THE WORLD. . 

ENCIK MUHAMMAD SHAFEE CONTENDED THAT THE PRIME MINSITER WAS NOT 
ENTITLED TO THE SNFORMATION SOUGHT AT THIS STAGE OR AT THE TRIAL 
PROPER IF THE DEFENDANTS CHOSE NOT TO REVEAL THE SOURCES. HE 8410 HE, 
COULD NOT SEE HOW IT WOULD F’REJUDICE THE PLAINTIFF’S CASE IF THE 
SOURCES WERE NOT DISCLOSED. 
-- MORE C. 
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+‘T”E PLAINTIFF IS NOT ALLOWED TO GET THE INFORHiTION RELATING TO 
. THE SOURCE’S . ..ll- IS ALMOST nmxwfz PROHIBITlON FOR Hftl TO ASK THE 

OLSCLOSURE OF THE SOURCES... nf LEAST AT THIS STAGE*+ ~UNSEL A‘o~Eo. 
. 

HE CITE0 CASES TO BACK HIS C0NTENTION. 
ENCIK MUHAMMAD SHAFEE AL!30 CLAIMEO THAT NEWSPAPER REPORTS 

INOICATEO THAT THe SOURCESI IF REVEALED, WOULO BE SUBJECT TO 
LNTIMIOATLON AN0 HARASSMENT. 

EARLIER, SENIOR: FEOERAL C(‘!UNSEL T.SELVENTHIRANATHAN* CONTL’NUING 
HIS SUBMISSIONS SAIO ENCLK DhVIS HA0 SAIO IN tcLS AfFLOAViT THAT IF 
THEY WERE TO SUPPLY THE PARTICULARS S~UGHTI IT WOULO HEAN THE *OEATH 
Of INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM.” 

.HE SUBMITTEO THAT THE OEF’ENOANTS WERE RELYING ON THEIR SOURCE OR 
SbJRCES TO RAJ.SE THE OEFENCF {IF. BUALIFLEO PRIVILEGE ANO THEREFORE 
THEY SHOULD PROVIOE THE P$RTICULARS? OTHERWISE .THAT OEFENCE SHOULD 
BE STRUCK OUT, 

+THE OEFENOANTS CANNOT RnJCiE THE bf+iN~E 9~ OUAL_LFIED PRIVILEGE 
AN0 THEN HIOE BEHINO’THE CLOAK OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISMI+ ..ENCIK 
SELVENTHLRANATHAN ADDED. 

HEARING BEFORE JUSTICE OATUK AJAIB S1NG.H CONTINUES ON MAY ,3. -- 
BRRNAMA I 
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