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KUALA LUMPURy APRIL 30 (BERNAMA) -- PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR
MAHATHIR HOHAMAD WARNED TONIGHT THAT THE ACTIONS OF SOME FORMER UMNO

LEADERS IN TRYING TO WREST POWER +AT ALL COSTS+ WILL ONLY DESTROY
MALAY UNITY AND EVENTUALLY LEAD TO THE MALAYS LOSING THEIR POLITICAL
POWER. '

REFERRING TO THE INTEMSIVE CAMPAIGH TO DISCREDIT THE GOVERNMENT
CURRENTLYy PARTICULARLY IN KELAMTAN, HE SAID IF THIS POLITICAL
POWERy WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS OME OF THE STRENGTHS STILL IN THE HANOS
OF THE MALAYS, WAS GONE, EVERYONE WOULD FEEL THE LOSS.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR WHO IS UMNO (BARU) PRESIDENY ISSUED THE
WARNING WHEN ADDRESSING A MEETING WITH INFORMATION MINIGTRY OFFLCERS
AS WELL AS OFFICERS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES UNDER THE MINISTRY
HERE.

ABOUT 1,500 PEOPLE INCLUDING INFORMATION HEADS OF UMNO BARU
DIVISIONS ATTENDED THE HMEETIMG.

OTHERS PRESENT INCLUDED DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER GHAFAR BABA,

INFORMATION MINISTER DATUK HOHAMAD RAHMAT AND SEVERAL OTHER CABINET
MINISTERS. -~ MORE
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THE PRIME MINISTER STRESSED THAT THE STRENGTH OF THE MALAYS ALL
THIS WHILE LAY IN THEIR UNITY UNDER UMNOD,

WITH THIS UNITY, UMNO HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN MANY ELECTIONS.

+HOWEVER IF THIS UNITY IS GONE AND MALAYS ARE DIVIDEDy WE WILL
LOSE IN THE ELECTIOM. AND IF THIS HAPPENS, NO ONE WILL GAIN»+ HE
STREGSED.

HE RELITERATED HIS STATEMENT THAT THE CURRENT DISUNITY AMONG
FORMER UMND MEMBEGS HAD RESULTED FROM THE OBSSESSION TO GRAB POWER
WITHOUT THINKING OF THE INTERESTS OF THE PARTY:» RACE AND COUNTRY.

THE HABIT OF CHALLENGING DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED LEADERS ON

GROUNMDS OF EXERCISIMG DEMOCRATIC PRACTICES. HE SALD.y WAS THE MAIN
CAUSE OF THE DISUNITY.

+IN THE PAST, THERE HAD PEEN NO ACTS OF CHALLENGING THE LEADERS,
UMNO MEMBERS RESPECTED THE DECISIOM OF THE MAJORITY AND MADE MALAY
UNITY THEIR OVERRIDING COMNCERMy+ HE ADDED.

ACCORDING TO HIMy SOME OF THE LEADERS OF THE PAST EVEN HAD TO BE
PERSUADED TO STAND FOR ELECTION.

THE BREAK FROM TRADITION STARTED WHEN KEY POSTS IM THE PARTY

SUCH AS THE VICE-PRESIDENT POST WERE CONTESTED. -~ MORE
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HE SAID THE +COMPETITION+ SECUR F y
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PARTY UNITY FI I URE INFLUENCE AND THUS AFFECT

PRCEIDENT & poRST HANIFESTEO ITSELF IN THE CONTEST FOR THE DEPUTY
HOWEVER ) -

FOR THE PgéTA;N;H¢;ET22:;Eg$ ONE HAD BEEN SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFIED

WHO SHOULD GET THE POST). HAVE BEEN A WAY OUT (DETERMINING

+BUT IN 1984y THERE WAS
AL
DEMOCRATICALLY BY  roie MAJOerseaov A DEPUTY PRESIDENT ELECTED

NECESSARY e HE SALb AND A CONTEST FOR THIS POST WAS NOT

HOWEVERy THE FORMER LEA
DER CONCERNED HA
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1987 PARTY ELECTIONS wien HA M“DEING LEADERS SURFACED AGAIN IN THE.

A BID FOR THE
+BECAUSE THIS INVOLVED ME PARTY PRESIDENCY.
pogtooCqUSE THIS INVOLVED ME, I WAS PLACED IN A DLFFICULT

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR E
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ADVERSE CONSERUENCE & BEFORE THE comTELTE
MORE S OF SUCH A CHALLENGE LONG BEFORE THE CONTEST. =--
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WITH THE CONTESTy TWO POINTS OF POLARITY EMERGED IN UMNO AND THE
MEMBERS GRAVITATED TO THE RESPECTIVE POLARITIES.

AS A RESULT+ THE CRACK IN THE PARTY GOT BIGGER. .

HE SAID THE ACT OF NOT UANTING TO ACCEPTY THE MAJORITY DECLISION
WAS PERPETUATED THROUGH VARLOUS HMEANS IMCLUDING RESORTING TO THE
COURTy WHEREAS LF DEMOCRACY WAS REALLY REGPECTEDy THIS SITUATION
WOULD NOT HAVE COME ABOUT PECAUSE DEMOCRACY RECOGNISED THAT A WIN
REMAINED A WIN, EVEN IF BY ONE VOTE.

IN HIS SPEECH, THE PRIME MINILISTER ALSO COMMENTED ON THE
STATEMENT BY FORMER TRADE AND INDUSTRY MIMISTER TENGKU RAZALELGH
HAMZAH RECENTLY THAT HE C(MAHATHIR) HAD ALLEGEDLY MOT BEEN +GENTLE+
IN DROPPING SEVERAL PEOPLE FROM THE CABINET DESPITE THEIR BEING
ELECTED TO THE UMMO SUPREME COUNCIL.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SALD THEIR REMOVAL WAS NOT BECAUSE THEY
SUPPORTED TENGKU RAZALEIGH. AS HAD BEEN ALLEGED.

+THESE PEOPLE HAD OPENLY DECLARED THEIR LOSS OF COMFIDENCE IN
THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PARTY PRESIDENT DURING THE CAMPALGNING FOR THE
PARTY POLLS. THEY HAD ALSO SALD THEY DIOD NMOT AGREE WITH THE POLICIES
OF THE GOVERNMENT AND: IM THE PROCESSy HAD LEAKED SEVERAL CABINET
SECRETS.+ .

+HOW CAN WE KEEP SUCH PEOFLE?+ HE ASKED. -- BERNAMA
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