KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. — The
Government will continue to en-
courage the growth of smaili in-
dustries because they are im-
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economic development, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad

said today

The Prime Minister said
these industries helped ensure
the development of a strong in-
dustrial structure which could
result in a long-term economic
growih.

These small industries were
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also important in helping to

create inter-industry linkages,
he added.

“The Government will there-
fore continue to take various
measures to encourage the de-
velopment of small industries.
Efforts, however, will have to be
made to improve and moder-
nise these industries,” he said
he opened the new Bank Peman-

hanounan huildine here

Rangunal Duliding nele.

Dr Mahathir also expressed

hahanathat mithli
he hope that public agencies re-

ponsibe for these industries, in-
cluding Bank Pembangunan,
would work closely with other
research agencies such as
Sirim, Mardi, the Rubber Re-
search Institute and the Palm
Oil Research Institute of Malay-
sia (Porim)

He said these agencies could
help upgrade the manufactur-

ing standards as well asg the
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quality of products of-these -in- -
dustries — all of which weFé i~ ™
portant in helping Malaysian.:

businessmen compete in the in-
ternational market.

By encouraging the develop-
ment of these indusiries, the
Government would also be at-
Lrac;mg Bumiputeras to parti-
cipate in this sector.

This was because Bumipu-
teras were more “comfortable”
in the running of small indus-
tries which were a “meaningful

start” to help them face greatera :

challenges.
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However, Dr Mahathir noted
that the development of small
industries was slow and called
for-a study to be carried out by
the public agencies concerned.

He said the primary reason
for this slow growth was the ne-
gative attitude among small in-
dustry entrepreneurs who 'stiil
x;el,ied.h‘e‘av$ '
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tion and excessive infrastruc-
ture facilities.

“In this regard, these entire-
preneurs do not practise good

manaocamant and aw
management and are therefore,

not able to run their business ef-
fectively,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said there was
no other way to success except
through tiard work and thrift as

e

-well as efficient and responsibie

mgnagement.

He said ihe Government's ca-

kpacity to help was limited and

must
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ensure his own success.

It was bhetter to start a small
but efficiently-run businesss
which would grow rather than
to owe massive sums of money
to expand a business.

The 29-storey Menara Bank
Pembanganun. which cost $53.1
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fand at {he Jaian Suitih mm
Jalan Raja .Abdullah- intersec :
tion

Also present were Trade and
Industry Minister Datin Pa-
duka Rafidah Aziz, Public En-
terprises Minister Datuk Hajah
Napsiah Omar, Bank Pemban-
gunan chairman Tan Sri Abdul
Samad Idris and key personnel
in the banking and business in-
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