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JOHOR BAHARU. AUG 12 (BERNAMA) —~- DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER GHAFAR
BABA SAID TODAY HE IS IN NO HURRY TO BECOME PRIME MINISTER TO
SUCCEED DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD.

+AS LONG AS DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR REMALNS HEALTHY [N BOTH BOOY
AND MINDy I WILL COMTIMUE TO SUPPORT HIM INOEFINITELY++ HE BAILO.

HE REFUTED ALLESATIONS BY SOME QUARTERS THAT DATUK SERI DR T
MAHATHIR WAS A OICTATDR AND DESCRIBEDR THE ACCUSATIONS AS +ABSOLUTE
NONSENMSE .+

ENCIK GHAFAR WHD IS ALSO UMNO DEPUTY PRESIDENT WAS SPEAKING AT A
MEETING WITH ABOUT SO0 JOHOR WANITA UMNO COMMITTEE MEMBERS AT THE
MENTER]L BESAR’'S RESICENCE +SAUJSAHAY HERE THIS EVEMINMG, .

PRESENT WEFRE MENTERL BESAR HAJI MUHYIDDIN YASSINK: WANMITA UMNO
NATLONAL CHIEF DATIN PADUKA RAFIDAH AZIZ+ MATIONAL VICE-CHIEF DATUK
HAJAH NAPSIAH OtAR, WANITA UMND EFECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS aNMD

FORMER WANLTA UMMO CHIEF. TAN SRI HAJAH AISHAH GHANI. -- MORE"
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ENCIK GHAFAR SALD DATUK SERL 08 MAHATHIR HAS ONME OF THE
COUNTRY'S MOST LIBERAL PRIME MINISTERS AMD THE ONE WHO MOST
FRENUENTLY HELD DISCUSSIONS AND TALKS WITH OTHER LEADERS FIRST
BEFRRE TAWKING A DECISIOM,

+1 HAVE SERVED FORMER PRIME MINISTERS TUNKU ABDUL RAHMAN. THE
LATE TUM APBDUL RAZAK AMD TUN HUSSELIHM OMN BUT I FINO DATUK SERL OR
MAHATHIR TO BE THE ONE MOST PRONE TO HAVING TALKS WITHIN THE PARTY
AND GOVERNMENT BEFORE MAKINAG AMY DECISIOM++ HE ADDEOD.

THE CLAIMS THAT THE PRIME MINISTER WAS A DICTATOR WERE +UTTER
MONSEMSE+ PECAUSE +A DICTATOR WILL NMEVER HAVE MEETINGS TO SEEK OTHER
OPIMIONS BUT OMLY [SSUES DRDERS.+

+1 OM MY PART HOULD MOT LIKE TO HORK HITH A DICTATOR.+ HE ADDED.

+1 AM ALSO PUZZLED WHY FORMER DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DATUK MUEA
HITAM RESIGMNED AMD WHY HE COULD ¥n0T GET ALOMG WITH DATUK SERI OR
MAHATHIR, .

ANOH I BMOW IT APPEARS OATUK NMUSA HAS [ﬁPATIENT TQ BECOME THE
PRIME MIMISTER.+ —-- HORE :
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ENCIK GHAFAR SALD EXPELLING MEMBERS WAS NORMAL IN UMNO BECAUSE
PREVIOUS LEADERS HAD ALSO EXPELLED MEMBERS +AMD NOT DATUK SERI DR
MAHATHIR ALONE. -

RECALLING PAST INCIDENTS IM THE PARTY'S HISTORY. HE SAID THE
TUNKU'S FIRST STET IM TAKIMG OVER THE LEADERSHIP OF UMMO WAS TO
EXPEL THE DATUK PANGLIMA BUKIT GAMTAMG WHO HNAS AT THAT TIME PFERAK
MENTERIL BESAR AND AM INFLUENTIAL MALAY LEADER.

WHEN HE BECAME THE PRIME MINISTERy THE TUNKU OISMISSED FIVE OR
SIX MINISTERS HHO HERE NOT OF THE SAME THIMKIMG AS HIM,

+TUN HUSSEILIM OIN THE SAME WHEN HE DROPPED THREE MIMISTERS AMD
THREE DEPUTY MINISTERS HHEN HE We ™ PRIME MINISTERW+ HE ADOED.

ON THE OLO UMMD BEIMG AN UNMLA UL SOCIETY. ENCIK GHAFAR SAILD
ONLY ITS REGISTRATION WAS CANCEL(7D0 BUT THE SPLRIT OF LTS STRUGELE
AND ITS IMTEGRITY WERE STILL ALIVE AND FLOURLSHING AMONG MEMBERS OF
THE UMNO REPLACIMG IT.

THE SITUATION IS THE REVERSE WITH THE OQPPOSITION PSRM WHOSE

REGISTRATION IS STILL +ALIVE+ BUT WNHOSE LEADERSHIP IS +DEAD+»
ACCORDINMG TO HIM. —-- MORE
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PSRM HAD AT OME TIME STOOD FOR ELECTIONS FROM PERLIS RIGHT DONN
TO JOHOR BAHARU BUY MEVER ONCE WON AMD +IN FACTy HHO ITS LEADERS ARE
I 00 NOT KMOW.+

+1 ONLY KMEH ITS CHALRMAN WAS DATUK KAMPO RADJO WHEN I READ THE
MEWS OF HIS DEATH IN THE PAPERS TODAY. I SENT A TELEGRAM OF
COMDOLENCE ToO THE FAMILY.+ HE SAID.

EMCIK GHAFAR ASKED JOHOR BAHARYU VOTERS TO REJECT PSRM BECAUSE
HANY COUNTRIES IM EUROPE FOLLOWING A SOCIALIST IDEQLOGY WERE
DECLIMING IN PROGRESS BECAUSE OF THE SWITCH TO THE SOCIALISYT SYSTEM.

+THE PEOPLE THERE ARE BEGINNING TO REBEL., STAGING STRIKES,
DEMOMSTRATLIOMS AMD SO0 OM BECAUSE SOCLALISHM STIFLES ECONOMIC GROWTH
AND DOES NMOT BEMEFLYT THEM+ HE SALD.

+IN A SOCLALISY SYSTEM, ALL BUSINESS IS STATE-OPERATED AND
STATE~OWNED ANMD THE PEOPLE REMALIN WORKERS FOREVER.+ HE 8AID, ADDING
THAT THE SITUATION IN MALAYSIA WAS DIFFERENT.

, IM MALAYSIAY ALL RACES HERE FREE TO CARRY QUT ANY BUS[NESSv OHN
AS MUCH PROPERTY AS THEY COULD AND THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMY HAD BEEN
DEVELOPING SINCE IMDEPENDENMCE 30 YEARS AGO., -- MORE
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ON IMDEPENDEMTY CAMDIDATE DATUK SHAHRIR SAMADYy EMCIK GHAFAR SALD
IT COULD NOT BE DENIED DATUK SHAHRIR HAD SERVED THE PEOPLE HERE.
SUCH AS ALLOCATIMG FUNDS FOR THE COMSTRUCTION OF MOSQUES. COMMUNMITY
HALLS, SURAUS AMD OTHER INFRASTRUCTURE WHEN HE WAS THEIR MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENTY. -

+1F WE DEMLIED HIS SERVICES. PEOPLE WILL SAY WE ARE LYIMG., BUT
THE JOHOR BAHARU RESIDENTS SHOULD BE YOLDO AND REMINOED DATUK SHAHRIR
HAS ABLE TO DO ALL THESE BECAUSE HE HAS THEN THE REPRESENTAT{VE 0OF
THE BN GOVERMMENT. .+ HE ADDED.

+0ATUK SHAHRIAN MOW 18 MO LONMGER IM THE GOVERNMENMT: SO HOW CAN HE
CONTIMUE HITH HIS SERVICES? PERHAPS HE CAM AFFORD TO GLIVE $200 OR
$300y 2UT IF THE CONSTITUENTS NEED %2 MILLION FOR A MOSQUE. WHAT IS
GOING TO HAPPEM?Y+ HE ASKED. , .

EMCLK GHAFAR ALSO SALD MORE THAN 400,000 MALAYS HAD JOINED UMNO
TO DATE AND THE FIGURE WAS EXPECTED TO REACH ONE MILLION BY OCTOBER
WHEN THE PARTY HOLDS ITS GEMNERAL ASSEMBLY.

THE HEMPERSHIF STREMGTH WAS EXPECTED TO RISE TO 1.3 MILLION OVER
THE MEXT SILIX MONTHE AMD HE IS CONFIDEMY THE PRESENT UMNO WILL EMERGE

STRONGER AND BIGARER THAN THE UMMD THAT WAS DE-REGISTERED. -- BERMAMA
2107MSY 12 QA aa



	Ghafar-Mahathir (Bernama 12/08/1988)

