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P ALY PIMANG, SEPY 3 l8€ﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁ) - PRIWME NINISTER DATUK SERI pﬂ'
MAHATHI R HOHAMAD TODAY REMINDED BARISAN NASIONMAL COMPONENT PARTIES
TO COMSTAMTILY COOPERATE WITH ONE AMOTHER TO MAINTAIN A STRONMG
SOUEQMUENT

HE SAID A STROMG GOVERNMENT NAS MECESSARY TO ENABLE IT T g€
80L0 IM ACTING FOR THE PEOPLE'S INTERESTS EVEN THOUGH THE MOVES MaY
NOT BE POPULAR MITH CERTAIM GROUPS.

THE PRIME MIMISTEAR'S SPEECH HAS RELAYED B8Y HIS POLIYICAL
GECPTTARY, ENMCIK MOOR AZAMy TO REPORTERS AFTER DATUK SERL DR
MAHATHIR HAD HELD A CLOSED-DOOR MEETING WITH 300 M LEADERS AMD
MEMPFERS AT KOMTAR HERE.

FRESENT WERE CHIEF MINISTER 08 LIM CHONG EU AND STATE UMMO
LIALSONM COMMITYIEE CHALRMAM aMWAR LERAHIM.

DATUIK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID THE TALK OF NOT SUPPODRTIMGE THE BN SO0
AS TO WEAKEN UMND AND THE GOVERNMENT NHICH WNAS WIDESPREAD ODURING

THE JOHOR BAHARU PARLIAMENTARY BY-ELECTION LAST MONTH. WAS A
+DANHGEROUS IDEAY, —- HORE
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4 HEAK GOVERMMENMT HOULDO ENABLE CERTAILM PARTIES T MAKE DEMANDS
FOR THELR OUN SELF-IMTERESTS ANMD +A WEAK GOVERNMMENT HILL NOT DARE T
IMPLEMENT POLICIES USEFUL TO THE FEOPLE++ HE STRESSED.

+THE SYSTEM OF COOPERATIOM THAT EXISTE MOMH MUST BE SAFEGUARDED
AHD EACH BN COMPONENT PARTY MUST STRIVE T ENSURE THAT THE PRESENT
QUVERMMENT CONTIMUES T BE STRONG.» )

THE PRINE MIMISTER REMIMDED THAT A MEW SYSTEM MUST NOT BE TRIED
NUT TO TEST THE GOVERMMENT'S STRENGTH.

HE SAID THAT THOUGH THE PRESENT SYSTEM MIGHT NMOT B8E THE BEST, IT
HAS FAR BETTER THAM ODTHER SYSTEKS FOR COUNTRIES HHICH HAD a
MULTI-RACIAL POPULATION LIKE MALAYSIA.

(F AGREED THAT THERE WERE ODIFFEREMCES OF ODPINION AMONGE THE RACES
It THE COUNMTERY QUT SALD THE GOVERNMENT HAD BEENM SUCCESSFUL IM

PROVENTING faCIal COMFLICTS BY HAVING STRONG LEADERS. -~ WMORE
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COOPERATION FROM ALL RACES IN (IS COSHOPOLITAN COUMTRY HAS
NECESSARY AS THE GOVERMMENT WHOULD RON WEAK L[F ONLY ONE RACE HAS
STROMGY LEADING TO OTHER RACES BE! ‘@ DEPENDENT OHN THEM. A

EARLIER,y DURING A CLOSEOD-ONUR  ETING HITH J0Q UMNG LEADERS AND
MEMBERS AT THE SAME VEMUE. DATUK SERL OR MAHATHIRyY HHO IS UMNYD
PRESIDENT RENINDED THEM OF THE NEED TO HMAINTALIN A STRONG PARTY AS
UHND'S STREMGTH WAS THE STRENGTH OF THE GOVERMMENT AND THE N,

THE PARTY'S STRENGTH WAS NOT ONLY FOR UMNO BUT FOR ALL RACES IM
THE COQUMTRY. HE SALD.

HOWEVERYy OATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID THAT T HAVE A& STRONA
FARTY Yy ALL PARTY MEMBERS MUST NORK HARD AND BE WILLING T ACCEPY
DEFEATS INM ELECTIONMS.

FCONTINUE TO HARD WORK T9 STRENGTHEN THE PARTY AND PREVENT A

HEAKENIMNG IM MORALE AFTER AMY ELECTION DEFEAT+ HE SALD. ~- MORE
TA0ANSTY O3 09 84
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FHHAT IS5 VITAL IS 7O FIGHT FOR THE PRINCIPLES OF THE PARTY AND
RACE .+ AMD HMOT SELF-INTERESTSY AND STRUGGLE THROUGH A PARTY IS

VITAL TN CREATE A PARTY THAT IS 5. .ONGy NOT A STRONG LEADER+ HE
STRESSED. ~-— BEANAMA

2093MST 03 09 AR



	Mahathir - Cooperation (Bernama 03/09/1988)

