
KUALA LUMPUH. Tues. -- 
The Government 1s giving 
higher priority to salary re- 
VlSlO” for ClVll servants 
than to purchase of mill- 
rat-y equipment. I)atuk Serl 
Dr Mahathlr Mohamad satd 
today”-_ ------.-_ .__ -_. 

However. the Prime Mm 
,ster stressed that Ihe (GII- 
vernmenr also consIdered 
drfencr to he lmptrrtant Dr 
Mahathlr. who was repiy- 
mg to reportus‘ qucstwns 
on detenw <pendIng at a 
I’rcs> conferer:ce her?. 
bald “If there IS economic 
recovers. and 1( secmh 
there IS. the (;owrnmrnr 
will have wmr money We 
have other c‘~~mmllmenT~ 

that wave to attend to. 
(revismg) salaries is one of 
them. 

“If after all that we htlll 
have some money lek. and 
we feel the need for cup- 
grading) the country‘h de- 
fence 15 important. we Wdl 
certainly spend some mon- 
;:t;)” defcnce It 15 our 

I)r Mahnthlr said the Go- 
vernment had always 
wewed the ~4ar1es of CIVII 
servants as an Important Lb- 
Sue 

“We admit rhat the): have 
rhe rlghr to a pay mcreasc 
if WC can afford It .2nd it 
we can (afford It). we need 

to know how much we can 
g,ve. 

“This comes under the 
admmlstratlon of the coun- 
try’s fmances. We are flbt 
spendmg the Government’s 
money but the people’s 
money,” he added 

Dr Maharhlr said that 
clvd servants were nut the 
only ones affected by the 
recesslo” 

“We also had to reduce 
spendmg on development 
to a very low level and the 
people did not envoy much 
benefit as a rexult,” he 
sard 

Asked If the salary re\I- 
~lon would he mcluded in 
the October budget propos- 

als, he rephed:“I cannot 
say now It ~111 be up to the 
PInawe Mmlster to say.” 

Earlier. [>I- Mahathlr had 
a closed-door dialogue with 
senior mllltary officlais. 
durmg whxh he explained 
government pollcles. espe- 
bully the Look Last pollc?, 
prlvatlsatlon and the IIICLI- 
catwn uf lslamlc valuex. 

Dr Mahathlr said that he 
might dlscuss the purchase 
of mllltary equipment wrh 
Krlrlsh Prime ~~lnlster 
Margaret Thatcher durmg 
his next \ 1st PO Brlraln 

“It ~111 depend on how 
much monq we have,” he 
said. 
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