
We will act - 
t8hdk-j 1388 ” 
efdbachment 
says Ma%ttiir /-.--.---‘- __ .- _ .- 

KUALA LU,MPUK, Tues. 
- The Government will 
take the necessary action 
to prevent foreign en- 
croachment into the coun- 
try’s territorial waters, 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said today. 

“We have the right to 
take action agamst any 
foreign vessel encroach- 
one Into our waters.” the 
P&me Mmlster told re- 
porters here. 

ile was commenting on 
allegations by several 
Phlllpplne congressmen 
that Malaysian navy boats 
had Intruded Into PhilIp- 
pine waters and tired 
upon Fillplno fishermen 
near the Turtle Islands 

“As far as we are con- 
cerned our yhlps were m 
our tcv-ritorial waters. 

“This (kmd of actlo”) 
had not only happened to 
the PhilIppines Other 
countries have been treat- 

!  

cd in ihe same way and 
Ihey understand that If 
thcv encroach mto Malay- 
slan territorial waters we 
have the right to take ac- 
tlon.” i)r Mahathlr .zaid. 

IIowever. Dr Xlahathlr 
added that any country 
which di\pulcd h?sla)~ 
bla‘> claims was cntltiud 
to cxprcs\ it5 objections 

“When we puhitshed 
our map to show our ret-r)- 

lution to the problem,” L)r 
Mahathir added. 

Citing an example. Dr 
Mahathtr said that Malay;- 
sla and ThaIland had been 
able to settle disputes 
over territorial claims 
amicably. 

“We had problems with 
Thaliand. During the :lme 
of my predecessor CTun 
Hussein Onn) this was 
cleared when the two 
countries agreed that 
there were certam areas 
of the sea which should be 
regarded as Jorntly be 
longing to Malaysia and 
ThaIland 

“It was resolved with- 
out an) blttrrness or 
physIcal fight and I think 
It I> the hesr way for coun- 
tries to resolve matters 
involving which tcrrltory 
belongs to whom,” he ddd- 
ed 

Asked If Slaiaysla was 
ready for talk> over 
claims on the Spratly Is- 
lands;. Dr hlahathir said: 
“)Ve are always ready to 
talk [o an:,.bodv about 
rich!> to the Spratlyi 
h’hnt WC have done 1s 
merely to ensure that our 
E:F;% is under our control 
and that nobody en- 
Lroacheb into I[.” 

To anc,ther question. Dr 
blahathlr Saud there wa? 

lor~ai waters dnd euclu- 
5ive economic zone. we 
made II clear that any- 
hod! dlsputlng our claims 
can express their objet- 
tions 

“hlncc a number of 
countrieb did not object. 
we assumrd we are 111 the 
right 

“We thmk the best wa> 
to resolve any problem I:, 
to have discusston 
between the partles C(H- 
cerned. If they can show a 
right to their claims then 
we can have talks, but we 
need a comprehensive so- 

countrv now does nor war- 
t-ant It.:’ 

Dr Mahathir said he did 
not foresee any need for 
Malayslar,h having to he 
“knowledgeabir in the use 
of weapon5 ” 

Some peopie mrght pui 
their knowledge of we+ 
pc:ns to criminal use. 

“Also. many people wlil 
be worried and may leave 
?he country If we have na- 
tlonal service. W$ may 
have to stop them from 
returmng and this will 
create dissatlsfactlon ” 
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