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PETALINCJAYA. Sun. - 
Tunku Abdul Rahman said 
today that it is not true that 
Umno. the Alliance and the 
Cabinet were not consulted 
before the formation of 
Malaysia was announced at 
a function in Singapore. 

“What was said at the 
Press Club lunch (in Singa- 
pore on the matter) was 
said in jest and not intend- 
ed to be serious,” he added 
in a statement. 

He was replying to an al- 
legation bv Prime Minister 
I&&2& D.-lahatbir 
Mohamad that the first Go- 
ve- of the country 
was undemocratic and had 
not brought up such mat- 
ters for discussion. 

Dr Mahathir had also 
said. in his nresidential ad- 
d&s\ at th; Umno general 
assembly on Ott 28. that 
the decision on the separa- 
tion of Singapore from Ma- 
laysia was made in London 
and that Tun Abdul Razak 
(then Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter) was informed of the 
decision only after it was 
made. 

Dr Mahathir @so said 
that the late med Jaafar 
Albar was kiter removed 
from his post as Umno’sec- 
retary-general for opp6sing 
the move. 

The Tunku said the Bri- 
tish were in fact the last to 
know about the Govern- 
ment’s decision to expel 
Singapore from the Federa- 
tion. 

The decision was finally 
discussed in Parliament 
and it was agreed to by all 
except Syed Jaafar, he 
said. 

Syed Jaafar resigned as 
Umno secretary-general 
and was not removed, he 
added. 

The Tunku noted that Dr 
Mahathir had said in his 
speech that more than 
2.000 people were detained 
under the ISA during the 
terms of the previous three 
Prime Ministers. 

“He mentioned that Lim 
Kit Siang, Aziz lshak and 
Anwar Ibrahim were also 
detained under the ISA 
then. 

“It was necessary in my 
time to fight the commu- 
nist terrorists and (then In- 
donesian President) Sukar- 
no’s men who were out to 
crush Malaysia. 

“The ISA was used for 
communists and never 
used against political 
leaders,” he said. 

He added that those de- 
tained before were all sus- 
pected members of the 
communist terrorist or- 
ganisations, their sympath- 
isers and front men. 
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