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CRITICS of the privatization policy
were taken to task by Prime Minister
Datuk Serl Dr Mahathir’Mohamad
yesterday !orn
G o v e r n m e n t .

He said the Klang Container Ter-
minal (KCT) is ample proof that the
policy, like other govern-ment policies,
is in the interest of the people and the
economy.

Since it was privatized in 1980,  the
I company has churned out better tur-

nover. Its workers have also benefited
from better salaries as a result of the
recent signing of its first collective
agreement with the union,  the Port
Authority Staff Union (Pasu), he ad-
ded.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said the
Pasu leadershlp has even sent him a
letter to propose that the Government
privatize the entire Port Klang Auth-
ority (LPK)  at one go instead of priva-
tieing it operation by operation.

“Even the union is now fully aware
of the benefits of privatization to the

- workers,” he added.
The Prime Minister

was addressing a gather-
ing of some 400 gov-
ernment officers and
public sector trade un-
ions leaders at Saujana,
the Johore Menteri Be-
sar’s residence, in con-
junction with tomor-
row’s by-election for the
Johore Baru parliamen-
tarv seat.

‘l!he KCT, which was
LPK’S only container ter-
minal bef&e the privati-
zation, was the first oper-
ation privatized under
the Government’s priva-
tization programme for
ports. A feasibility study
on the privatization of
LPK is now ready and
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
is exacted to make an
anno-uncement at the
port’s silver jubilee cele-
brations next month.

Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir said the Gov-
ernment is confident pri-
vatization wil l  also
benefit the public sector.

With the number of
government servants re-
duced through the exer-
cise, the Government
will be in better position
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‘61 improve the well-being of workers in the public sector.
“As long as the number of civil servants are not reduced,
the Government will not be in a position to consider
higher salaries for its employees,” he added.

The Prime Minister said it is wrong to comnare the
Government’s privatization policy witi; simil&policies
carried out bv governments of other nations.

In- the UK,-f& example, privatization is carried out
almost unilaterally. “The (Malaysian) Government
makes sure the workers do not lose out in any way. They.
have an option. in the first place, to remain under-the ~
Government’s pay scheme even when an operation has
been privatized.” he added.

The Government has proposed to privatize. among
other operations, the National Electricity Board, the Ma-
layan Railway and the postal service. In every case, the
respective trade unions have voiced objection.

Earlier, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir explained that the
Government has given many incentivds to the private
sector because it is aware that the sector ii its major
source of revenue.

The larger the private sector grows, the more revenue
will be channelled to the Government to pay salaries and
carry out development projects, he added.

On civil servants pay adjustment claims, Datuk Se&
Dr Mahathir said he will not make promises. The Gov-
ernment wants to see its employees get their salary revi-
sion, but will not straiti its financial position to do so.
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