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E&d some oi the Seman-
gat 46 leaders to such
characters as Si Kitol and
Raja  Mandaliar in Ma-
lacca history who betrayed
the empire to the Portu-
guese when they failed to
get what they wanted.

He said a more appro-
priate name for the party
would be “Kumpulan
Kecewa 87” (Frustrated
Group 87) because their
leaders failed to win posts
in the 1987 Umno general
assembly.

“By their actions, the
leaders of Semangat 46
caused Umno to be de-
clared unlawful by the
court,” he said when open-
ing the delegates’ confer-
ence of the Kuala Nerus
Umno division and its
Youth and Wanita wings at
the Kolej Agama Sultan
Zainal Abidin near here.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Haji Wan Mokhtar Ahmad,
Minister in the Prime Min-
ister’s Department Datuk

Dr Yusof Nor and several
Umno division leaders
from Terengganu were
among those present.

Now, he said, this group
was using deceit to confuse
the Malays, including
claiming that Semangat 46
was similar to Umno which
was formed in 1946 under
Datuk Onn Jaafar because
its registration date was
the same - May 11.

“Actually the records
show that the Semangat 46
party was registered on
May 5 and not May 11 as
claimed by its leaders,” he
said.

The Prime Minister
urged Umno members to
abide by the party’s regula-
tions to ensure that it con-
tinued to be strong.

“For the sake of unity
within the party we must
be prepared to accept de-
feat in a contest. We must
give support to the winner,
and as losers we must close
ranks and return to serving
the party.”

Dr Mahathir dismissed
allegations that Umno was

now no longer a party that
practised democracy be-
cause its supreme council
had decided to advise the
members to avoid contest-
ing important posts at divi-
sional level.

He said that with Umno
in the process of revival,
contests for important par-
ty posts could cause splits
among the members and
ultimately Umno’s des-
truction.

He also reminded them
that Umno would be facing
a big test, namely the gene-
ral election, which would
definitely be held soon.

He urged the members to
give undivided support to
those selected as candi-
dates for the genera1 elec-
tion, based on support for
the party and not indivi-
duals.

He said the defeat of an
Umno candidate was not
the defeat of an individual
but that of Umno as a
whole.

Talking to reporters af-
ter the opening of the divi-
sibnal meeting, Dr Ma-

hathir was confident that
Barisan Nasional would re-
tain control of Kelantan af-
ter the next general elec-
tion.

He said the Semangat 46
had failed in its efforts to
woo the Kelantanese Ma-
lays. All the party wanted
was for Tengku Razaleigh
Hamzah to become the
next Prime Minister.

It was to this end that the
party was willing to co-
operate with Umno’s op-
ponents like Pas and the
DAP.

The Prime Minister also
dismissed speculation that
the Umno leadership in Ke-
lantan would be changed
before the next general
election.

Meanwhile,  in Hota
Baru, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Ghafar Baba said the
people would suffer if Ke-
lantan was run by a State
Government that could not
work well with the Federal
Government.

He said it would be diffi-
cult for the Federal Gov-
ernment to help Kelantan if

the State was ruled by the
Opposition.

Opening the $2.2 million
Jalan Selising-Kok Lanas
road in Selising, 30km from
here, he said it was point-
less changing a State Gov-
ernment which had worked
for the people.

He said that the State
had seen rapid develop-
ment since the BN took
over from Pas in 1978.

The State had been allo-
cated $133 million for roads
under the Fifth Malaysia
Plan and was seeking a $1.1
billion allocation for roads
under the Sixth Malaysia
Plan.

Encik Ghafar said 88 per
cent of the people in Ke-
lantan enjoyed power sup-
PIY.

“I am confident that all
the people will have power
supply by the year 2000,” he
added.

Encik Ghafar said the
Federal Government was
committed to development
in Kelantan.
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