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JITRA, A U G  28.(BERNAMA) --  DATUK SERI DR I’IAHATHIR M O H A M A D  T O D A Y
A D V I S E D  MUSLlHS TO KEEP AWAY FROM GAMBLING IN  L INE WITH THE
G O V E R N M E N T ’S  .EFFORTS TO INCULCATE ISLAMIC VALUES.

H E  S A I D  G A M B L I N G  A C T I V I T I E S  S H O U L D  N O T  B E  A  H A T T E R  O F  C O N T E N T I O N
BECAUSE OF THE MULTIRACIAL COMPOSIT ION OF THE POPULATION AND THE
R I G H T  O F  T H E  NON-MUSLIflS T O  I N D U L G E  I N  G A M B L I N G .

WHAT WAS IMPORTANT WAS FOR MUSLIMS NOT TO INDULGE IN  GAMES THAT
A R E  A G A I N S T  T H E  RELIGION1  HE ADDED IN  H IS  ADJOURNMENT SPEECH AT THE
UMNO K U B A N G  P A S U  D I V I S I O N  D E L E G A T E S  M E E T I N G  H E R E .

THE PRIME MINISTERI W H O  W A S  R E T U R N E D  U N O P P O S E D  A S  T H E  D I V I S I O N ’S
CHIEF9 SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS GRADUALLY REDUCING THE NUMBER OF
GAMBLING L ICENCES BECAUSE TO COMPLETELY BAN GAMBLING ACTIV IT IES
WOULD ONLY ENCOURAGE ILLEGAL GAMBLING.

A C C O R D I N G  T O  P O L I C E  S T A T I S T I C S ,  I L L E G A L  G A M B L I N G  W A S  E S T I M A T E D
T O  I N V O L V E  A B O U T  $11)  B ILL ION A YEAR* I N  A D D I T I O N  T O  P R O M O T I N G
C O R R U P T I O N  A N D  G A N G S T E R I S M ,  H E  S A I D .  - -  M O R E
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H E  S A I D  T H A T  I F  P E O P L E  R E A L L Y  W A N T E D  A  H A L T  T O  GAMBLINGr
NON-MUSLIMS WOULD RESPECT THEM FOR IT .

O N  T H E  N E W  R U L E S  F O R  TAXIS9 D A T U K  SEA1 DR MAHATHIRg  W H O  I S  A L S O
UMNO P R E S I D E N T ,  E X P L A I N E D  T H A T  T H E  H O V E  T O  E N S U R E  T H A T  T A X I S  W E R E  O F
A CERTAIN ENGINE CAPACITY WAS TO MAKE TAXI  DRIVERS CHANGE VEHICLES
WHICH WERE TOO OLD AND COULD NO LONGER.BE P R O P E R L Y  MAINTAINEDv IN
THE INTERESTS OF PASSENGER SAFETY.

E A R L I E R ,  W H E N  S P E A K I N G  I N  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  S O L E  R E S O L U T I O N  TABLED1
DATUK SERI  DR MAHATHIR SAID THE PEOPLE NEED NOT NECESSARILY BLAME
T H E  N A T I O N A L  PAD1 AND RICE BOARD (LPN) O V E R  I T S  P A Y M E N T S  T O  F A R M E R S .

T H E  R E S O L U T I O N ,  WHICH* A M O N G  OTHERS1 A S K E D  L P N  T O  R E G U L A R I S E  I T S
PAYtlENTS  RATES TO FARflERS  A T  A L L  I T S  C O M P L E X E S !  W A S  C A R R I E D
UNANIMOUSLY. r

H E  S A I D  F A R M E R S ’ D I S S A T I S F A C T I O N  W I T H  L P N  D I D  N O T  I N V O L V E  P O L I C Y
BUT WAS DUE TO SHORTCOMINGS BY ALL THE PARTIES CONCERNED INCLUDING
THE FARMERS THETISELVES.

HE, HOWEVER,  PROMISED TO SEE HOW THE VARIOUS PROBLEMS OVER THE
S A L E  O F  PAD1 T O  L P N  C O U L D  B E  R E S O L V E D .  - -  B E R N A M A
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