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JITRAYy AUG 28 (BERNAMA) -- THE GOVERNMENT WILL LAUNCH A
3.2KM~WIDE COASTAL RECLAMATION PROJECT ALONG THE PENINSULAR WEST
COAST FROM PERLIS TO JOHOR TO INCREASE NATIONAL LAND SURFACE AREA,
DATUK S8ERI DR'HAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID TODAY.

THE PRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCED THIS WHEN HE OPENED THE KUBANG PASU
UHNO DIVISION DELEGATES” MEETING AT SEKOLAH MENENGAH JITRA HERE.

HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS NEGOTIATIONG WITH THE JAPAN
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AGENCY (JICA) WHETHER THE AGENCY COULD
CONDUCT THE FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE PROJECT.

CABINET RECENTLY APPROVED THE PROJECT TO USE THE RECLAIMED LAND
FOR INDUSTRIAL SITESs HE SAID.

THE PROJECT WOULD BE IMPLEMENTED IMMIDIATELY AFTER JICA
covmpLeTED THE FEASI BI LI TY sTupYs HE SAIl D.

HE SAI D THE PROJECT IS A LONG-TERM UNDERTAKING TO BE CARRIED IN
S Taces WHICH couLtp TAKE up 70 30 v EARs To COMPLETE.~-~-MORE
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THE PLAN TO INCREASE LAND AREA WAS A
PREPARATION FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS | N ANTI Cl PATI ON OF THE COUNTRYS
POPULATION INCREASE FROM THE PRESENT 17.2 MILLION.

HE SAID NATIONAL ANNUAL POPULATION GROWTH WAS PROJECTED AT ABOUT
3401000 PEOPLE OR ABOUT A MILLION EVERY THREE YEARS.

WHEN APPROCAHED BY REPORTERS LATERs HE SAID PART OF THE
RECLAMATION PROJECT MIGHT BE PRIVATISED.

HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD ONLY EARMARKED PENINSULAR WEST COAST
FOR THE PROJECT BECAUSE OF THE SHALLOW SEA.

ON WHERE THE PROJECT WOULD COMMENCEs HE SAID | T COULD START IN

SELANGOR AS THE STATE WAS RUNNING OUT OF INDUSTRIAL LAND.-- MORE
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THE PERLIS STATE GOVERNMENT HAD EARLIER ANNOUNCED PLANS TO
RECLAIM COASTAL AREAS FROM KUALA PERLIS TO KUALA SANGLANG COVERING
4,000 HECTARES. -

IN KEDAHs PLANS TO RECLAIM COASTAL AREAS STRETCHING FROM THE
KUAH BEACH IN LANGKAWI HAVE ALSO BEEN APPROVED.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID BESIDES INDUSTRIAL S1TESs LAND
RECLAIMED UNDER THE PROJECT WOULD ALSO BE USED TO BUILD AIRPORTS,

SCHOOLS AND OTHER STRUCTURES.-- BERNAMA
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