Dr M CALLS FOR
MORE ACTION,
[ESS TALK IN

By V.K. Chin

BELGRADE, Sun. — Da-
tuk Seri Dr Xlahathir Mo-
hamad said today that the
Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) should be more ac-
tion-orignted Instead of
just talking about issues.

The Prime Minister ad-
mitted, however, that this
was easier said than done
as the movement was a
large international or-
gamsdt]()n

“Rut we hope to be able
to air our viewsin a fo-
rum which is very impor-
tant in that itrepresents
the majority of the coun-
tries m the world. coun-
tries whose fate has been
ignored by the rich,” he

»V

told NIdlaysl(m newsmen
covering the movement's
nmth summit

“We hope of course that
when we speak here we
will be heard not only by
NAM members but by the
rest of the world. For us
this is a very important
tnternattonal forum,” he
added.

Dr Mahathir, who ar-
rived here yesterday, said
Malaysia had aways been
interested in NAM and
considered it more impor-
tant than the Common-
wealth.

“It is true that it has a
disparate membershrp
and does not lend itself to
concerted action easily.
But nonetheless there are

manv_ common §mundb
and commonproblems
which if nothing else we
are able to voice them and
to adopt a common front
wherever necessary.” he
said.

Dr Mahathir said that
after 28 years, an assess-
ment had to be made on
the role of NAM and the
relevance of this move-
ment and how the mem-
bers could play a better
role.

On human rights, he
was concerned by at-
tempts to force through
new concepts on human
rights and democracy
when most countries were
still concerned about the
basic right to live, free-
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dom from want and insta-
bility.

He said: “We are con-
cerned with the delega-
tion of the United Nations
role to the background in
favour of exclusive
groups in which the poor
nations have no participa-
tion.

“For example, the
Group of Seven which 1s
very powerful although
its members are in the mu-
nority and yet their deci-
sions affect the rest of the
world, in particular with
regard to the economic
well-being of the poor
countries.”

The summit begins to-
morrow and ends on
Thursday.
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