
Or M CALLS FOR,
‘MORE ACTION,
LESS TALK IN NAM

By V.K. Chin
RELGRADE,  S u n .  - I&
tuk Sert Dr Xlahathir Mo-
hamad  said today that the
Non-All n e d

R
Movement

(NAM) s ould  be more ac-
tmn-orrented  Ins t ead  o f
just talking about tssucs.

The Prime Mimstcr ad-
mitted, howcvcr.  that thts
was easier Saud than done
as the movement was a
l a r g e  tnternattonal or
gamsation.

“Rut we hope to be able
to air our vtews m a fo-
r u m  whtch is very’ tmpor-
t a n t  In that It represents
the majortty of the coun-
trtes m the world. coun-
tries whose fate has been
ignored by the rtch,” he

told Malaystan  n e w s m e n
covermg the movement’s
nmth summit

“We hope of course that
when we speak here we
wtll be heard not onlv by
NAM members but by the
rest of the world. For us
thts is a very important
tnternattonal forum,” he
added.

Dr Mahathtr.  w h o  a r -
rived here yesterday, said
;Llalaysta  had always been
mterested  i n  N A M  a n d
considered it more impor-
t an t  t han  t he  Common-
wzealth.

“It is true that it has a
d i s p a r a t e  m e m b e r s h r p
and does not lend Itself to
concer ted  action  easily.
But nonetheless there are

manv common ‘&ounds
a n d  -common oroblems
which if nothmg  else we
are able to votce them and
to adopt a common front
wherever necessary.” he
said.

Dr Mahathir said that
after 28 years, an assess-
ment had to be made on
the role of NAM and the
relevance of this move-
ment and how the mem-
F,;‘,“.  could play a better

w;l); ckT&r$h;s;  )te
tempts to force through
new concepts on human
r i g h t s  a n d  d e m o c r a c y
when most countrres were
stall concerned about the
baste right to live, free-

$EF 1989
dom from want and insta-
bility.

He said: “We are con-
cerned with the deleea-
tton of the United Nat&s
role to the background in
favour  o f  e x c l u s i v e
groups in which the poor
nations have no partictpa-
tion.

“ F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e
Group of Seven which IS
very powerful although
its members are in the ml-
nortty and yet their deci-
stons affect the rest of the
world, in particular wtth
rega rd  to  t he  economtc
wel l -be ing  of  the  poor
countries.”

T h e  summit begms to-
m o r r o w  a n d  e n d s  o n
Thursday.
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