
have become unacceptable.
“No one should have a

monopoly on refining the
de f in i t ion  o f  r igh t  and
wrong,” he said. adding
that free people must be
free to refine and redefine
basic values themselves.

The Prime Minister was
addressing the opening day
of the ninth non-aligned
summit which began  at the
Snva international confcr-
cncc ctntrc here.

Earlier,  Yugoslav Prcsi-
dent Dr Janez Drnovsek
opened the four-day sum-
mit attended by leaders of

From K. Bala
BELGRADE, Mon. - The
Non-Al igned  Movement
(NAM)  must continue to
strive for a more just and
equitable world by staying
together and presenting a
united front, Patuk  Seri Dr_
Mahathir  Mohamad said
Today.

The Prime Minister said
the Third World must be
free to choose its own way
of managing internal af-
fairs without outside  intcr-
frrencc.

“Wc must not allow our-
selves to be harassed  b y
crusa.ding m o v e m e n t s
which have now taken over

102 member countries.
In his 30.minute  address

(the time allotted to all
speake r s ) ,  Dr  Maha th i r
touched on wide-ranging
topics confronting NAM
members and the world in
general.

He spoke of the debt prob-
l e m  s e v e r e l y  a f f e c t i n g
many  deve lop ing  coun-
tries, the international poli-
tical scene. the economic
conflict between rich and
poor nations, the environ-
ment, drugs, human rights
and regional conflicts like
Cambodia and Afghanis-
tan.

says Dr M
On the debt problem of

many developing and least
developed nations - a to-
pic which has been given
high priority at this sum-
mit - Dr Mahathir  said
the only real solution to the
crisis was to write off the
debts.

The lenders must admit
they were indiscreet and
pay for it.

Commercial banks and
Governments alike must
accept the losses. The Go-
vernmcnts of the rich coun-
t r i e s  wou ld  no t  become
bankrupt because of it. And

their banks could still be
rehabilitated.

The Prime Minister also
touched on environmental
issues which have affected
Malaysia as well crusaders
using double standards.

Noting that the environ-
ment was being made a
trade weapon, he said the
thinning of the ozone layer
was blamed on logging of
tropical forests.

The fact that the burning
of fossil fuels and release of
flourocarbons into the at-
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Our critics are ‘wrong,says Dr M
mosphere occurred largely
in the ri@ countries was
largely ignored.

Also ignored was the log-
ging of vast tracts of tem-
perate forests, which was
s t i l l  go ing  on  a l t hough
large areas had already
been cleared over the cen-
turies for development.

In the deserts of Ameri-
ca, underground water was
pumped up to water golf
courses and create lakes,
Dr Mahathir said.

Yet the water could easi-
ly reafforest the deserts to
reduce  the  gases  which
destroyed the ozone layer
and created the greenhouse
effect.

Instead, poor countries with temperate softwood.
were being forced not to ex- On trade, he said protec-
tract wealth from their for- tionism and unfair grading
ests in order to keep the en- methods were creating ha-
vironment safe for the rich. voc in the economies of the

I n  Malavsia. hc s a i d  a poor nations.
c a m p a i g n  w a s  b e i n g
waged by outsiders to force
Penans to remain primi-
tive on the ground that this
was their right.

“That these people live a
miserable life without the
amenities that other Ma-
laysians enjoy is not given
any thought.”

D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  s y m -
pathy for the Penans as hy-
pocritical, he reasoned that
the so-called environmen-
talists were interested in
the matter to prevent tropi-
cal timber from comneting

While subsidies in the
Third World might result
in countervailing duties by
the rich, they themselves
suhsidised their industries
to the point where overpro-
duc t ion  was  encouraged
and the markets became
saturated.

Human rights
This has resulted in pro-

ducts from poor nations be-
coming unsaleable while
surplus food was used to
deprive the poor of their
markets.

R e f e r r i n g  t o  h u m a n
rights, he said the deve-
loped countries had ap-
pointed themselves the ar-
biters of h&ran rights.

“In the name of human
rights they have applied all
kinds of pressure on coun-
t r i e s  u n a b l e  t o  d e f e n d
themselves.

“Every now and then new
forms of human rights are

.

invented and any country
found defaulting is subJect
to vile publicity and othrr
repressive measures.”

Meanwhile, Dr Mahathir
yes t e rday  met his Yugos-
lav counterpart Ante Mar-
kovic for 90 minutes.

They discussed Malay-
sia’s plans to use Yugosla-
via as the gateway for its
manufactured products to
south and east Europe.

In’ return,  Yugoslavia
could use Malaysia as the
base for its goods to enter
Asean  countries, Japan, the
I’;a;$  Rim and the United

Briefing newsmen on the
talks, Foreign Ministry de-
puty secretary-general Da-
tuk Abdul Majid Mohamed
said the proposal to use Yu-
goslavia as the link would
enhance exports to Europe,
especially to the Eastern
bloc.

Most Malaysian goods
were now shipped to Eur-
ope via Rotterdam.

Yugos l av i a  had  good
port facilities which could
be used by Malaysia.
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