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HAHATHIR-COHHONUE&LTH
Btl
FROM ABDUL RAHMAN~SULAIHAN
B E L G R A D E 9  S E P T  8  (BERNAMA) -- tlALAYSIA I S  T A K I N G  A  N E U T R A L  S T A N D

OVER THE ELECTION OF A NEW COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY-GENERAL TO SUCCEED
S I R  S H R I D A T H  R A H P H A L  W H O S E  TERtl OF OFFICE ENDS BEFORE NEXT MONTH’S
COtlMONUEALTH  H E A D S  O F  G O V E R N M E N T  M E E T I N G  (CHOGM) IN  KUALA LUMPUR.

P R I M E  I’lINISTER D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  MOHAIIAD S A I D  H E R E  T O D A Y
THAT AS HOST AND CHAIRMAN OF THE I’lEETINGv IT  WOULD BE ‘IMPROPER FOR
MALAYSIA TO SUPPORT ANY CANDIDATE.

THE TWO CANDIDATES VYING FOR THE POST ARE THE INCWBENT D E P U T Y
S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E R A L  C H I E F  EtlEKA ANYAOKU OF NIGERIA AND FORflER
A U S T R A L I A N  PRIHE IlINISTER HALCOLM  F R A S E R .

S P E A K I N G  T O  TlALAYSIAN NEWSMEN AT THE END OF THE NON-ALIGNED
M O V E M E N T  (NAM) SUHl’lIT H E R E ,  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  TIAHATHIR S A I D  M A L A Y S I A
WOULD PREFER THE POST TO BE F ILLED WITHOUT A CONTEST.

+ A  C O N T E S T  W O U L D  O N L Y  R E S U L T  I N  TlEHBER N A T I O N S  B E I N G  I N V O L V E D  I N
A  D I S P U T E , +  H E  S A I D .

T O  A V O I D  S U C H  A  POSSIBILITY~ tlALAYSIA W A S  T R Y I N G  T O  A S C E R T A I N
T H E  S T A N D  O F  tlEHBER C O U N T R I E S  O V E R  T H E I R  C H O I C E .  --tlORE
a1S23MST 0 8  0 9  8 9
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+IF W E  F I N D  O N E  O F  T H E  C A N D I D A T E S  I S  N O T  G E T T I N G  T H E  S U P P O R T  O R
IS  LESS POPULAR,  WE WILL TRY TO LOOK FOR WAYS SO THAT HE WILL NOT
CONTEST.

+THIS W I L L  P R E V E N T  A  DISPUTEI+ D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D .
ASKED WHETHER THE I’IATTER COULD BE RESOLVED BEFORE THE START OF

CHOGH ( S C H E D U L E D  F R O H  O C T  1 8  T O  241, T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  A S
O F  TODAY9  H E  W A S  S T I L L  N O T  S U R E .

S I N C E  T H E  P A S T  F O U R  D A Y S  H E  W A S  H E R E ,  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  H A H A T H I R  FIET
S E V E R A L  COtltlONUEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENTI  W H O S E  C O U N T R I E S  A R E  A L S O
NAII MEMBERS9 T O  S E E K  T H E I R  V I E W S  O N  T H E  H A T T E R :

R E G A R D I N G  T H E  J U S T - C O N C L U D E D  N I N T H  N A M  SUHHIT,  HE SAID HE WAS
S A T I S F I E D  W I T H  T H E  OUTCOIIE~ D E S C R I B I N G  S O M E  C H A N G E S  I N  T H E
CONFERENCE’S APPROACHES AS BEING TANGIBLE.

+IF P A S T  M E E T I N G S  S A W  E H O T I O N A L  S P E E C H E S 9  T H I S  T I N E  T H E  F O C U S
W A S  HORE T O W A R D S  T H E  T A S K  L Y I N G  A H E A D  F O R  NAtl AND THIS  WILL BENEFIT
T H E  ?lOVEMENT,+ HEADDED.

.

H E  A L S O  R U L E D  O U T  A N Y  P O S S I B I L I T Y  O F  M A L A Y S I A  B I D D I N G  T O  H O S T
T H E  N E X T  HEETING OF NAM9 SAY,ING + U E  H A V E  N O  I N T E N T I O N  B E C A U S E  R I G H T
NOW WE ARE NOT PREPARED.+

+HOSTING  CHOGII I S  ENOUGHI+ H E  S A I D .  --MORE ,
155lHST 0 8  0 9  8 9
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/ HAHATHIR-COHHONUEALTH 3  BELGRADE

ON THE PROPOSAL TO FORH A GROUP OF 16 FROH AMONG HODERATE
N O N - A L I G N E D  C O U N T R I E S  T O  F U R T H E R  P R O H O T E  S O U T H - S O U T H  C O O P E R A T I O N ,

DATUK SERI DR HAHATHIR SAID MALAYSIA AGREED TO JOIN THE GROUP
BECAUSE IT WOULD STRIVE TO IHPLEHENT PROGRAHHES AGREED UPON BY NAM.

HE SAID THE PROPOSED HEHBERS NOT ONLY REPRESENTED THE VARIOUS
RE6IONS BUT WERE ALSO REGARDED AS BEING ACTIVE IN  NAH.

AS FOR THE HOVE TO SET UP A CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN  THE SOUTH*
T H E  P R I H E  HINISTER S A I D  H I S  I N D I A N  C O U N T E R P A R T ,  ENCIK RAJIV G A N D H I ,
CONCURRED THAT A CENTRE OR A FEW INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING IN
THE SOUTH BE IDENTIF IED TO TAKE IN S T U D E N T S  F R O H  D E V E L O P I N G  N A T I O N S .

DATUK SERI  DR HAHATHIR SAID THAT AT THE HOHENT, T H O U S A N D S  O F
U N I V E R S I T Y  S T U D E N T S  F R O H  D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  W E R E  S T U D Y I N G  I N
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES AND WERE SPENDING A SUBSTANTIAL AHOUNT OF HONEY.

THERE WERE ALSO HANY LECTURERS FROH DEVELOPING COUNTRIES SERVING
I N  U N I V E R S I T I E S  I N  D E V E L O P E D  N A T I O N S .

T H E  PRIHE H I N I S T E R  S A I D  I F  T H E S E  S T U D E N T S  A N D  L E C T U R E R S  C O U L D  B E
ATTRACTED TO STUDY OR SERVE IN  DEVELOPING COUNTRIESI THEY WOULD NOT
ONLY BE SAVING COST AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE BUT ALSO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS
DEVELOPIN T H E I R  O W N  C O U N T R Y .  - - B E R N A H A
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