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T O D A Y  D I S P E L L E D  S P E C U L A T I O N S  A B O U T  S T R A I N E D  R E L A T I O N S  B E T W E E N  H I M
A N D  S A R A W A K  C H I E F  M I N I S T E R  T A N  S R I  H A J I  A B D U L  T A I B  M A H M U D .

O P E N I N G  T H E  S A R A W A K  P A R T 1  P E S A K A  BUtiIPUTERA  B E R S A T U  (PBB)
G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  HERE1  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  E X P L A I N E D  W H Y  H E  R A R E L Y
V I S I T E D  T H E  S T A T E  T H I S  Y E A R .

HE SAID H I S  L E S S  F R E Q U E N T  T R I P S  T O  S A R A W A K  H A D  N O T H I N G  T O  W I T H
W H A T  W A S  I N T E R P R E T E D  A S  S T R A I N E D  R E L A T I O N S  W I T H  T A N  S R I  T A I B .

T H E  P R I M E  MINISTER’SAID,DUE  T O  U N A V O I D A B L E  C I R C U M S T A N C E S ,  H E
C O U L D  N O T  COHk TO KUCHING.

THE H O N G  K O N G - B A S E D  W E E K L Y  M A G A Z I N E  F A R  E A S T E R N  ECONOtlIC R E V I E W
R E C E N T L Y  R E P O R T E D  A R I F T  B E T W E E N  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  A N D  T A N  S R I
T A I B  W H I C H  S O U R E D  R E L A T I O N S  B E T W E E N  T H E  S A R A W A K  A N D  F E D E R A L
GOVERNMENTS.

S P E A K I N G  B E F O R E  A B O U T  69000  PEOPLE9  /THE P R I M E  HINISTER  S A I D  H E
WAS INDISPOSED BECAUSE OF THE CORONARY BYPASS OPERATION,HE  U N D E R W E N T
E A R L Y  T H I S  Y E A R  A N D  W A S  L A T E R  A D V I S E D  B Y .  D O C T O R S  T O  R E S T .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  I’lAHATHIR SAID HE A L S O  H A D  A  B U S Y  S C H E D U L E  O F
N A T I O N A L  D U T I E S  I N C L U D I N G  T H E  N A T I O N A L  D A Y  C E L E B R A T I O N S ,
I N S T A L L A T I O N  O F  T H E  Y A N G  D I - P E R T U A N  AGONG  S U L T A N  A Z L A N  S H A H ,  T H E  X V
S E A  GAHES  A N D  P R E P A R A T I O N S  F O R  N E X T  M O N T H ’S  COHMONWEALTH  H E A D S  O F
G O V E R N M E N T  M E E T I N G  (CHOGM).--  MORE
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HE SAID  THESE COMMITMENTS NOT ONLY PREVENTED HIM F R O M  V I S I T I N G
S A R A W A K  B U T  E V E N  K U B A N G  P A S U  (HIS P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  CONSTITUENCY).AS
W E L L .

+ I  H O P E  T H E  F O L K S  I N  K U B A N G  P A S U  W I L L  REELECThE,+  HE BUIPPED
T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  A L S O  S P O K E  O N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  I N  S A R A W A K  WHiCH

HE SAID  WAS RUNNING SIIOOTHLY  AND HAD BROUGHT ABOUT MUCH PROGRESS TO
T H E  S T A T E .

HOWEVER9  HE SAID, IT WAS U N F O R T U N A T E  T H A T  C E R T A I N  E L E M E N T S
UNHAPPY WITH THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS WERE TRYING TO USURP POWER BY
ILLEGAL MEANS.

HE WARNED THESE ELEMENTS THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNhENT WOULD NOT’
HESITATE TO ACT AGAINST A N Y O N E  T R Y I N G  T O  G A I N  P O W E R  C L A N D E S T I N E L Y .

+ T H E  F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L  C O N T I N U E  T O  S U P P O R T  A N D  A S S I S T  T H E
S T A T E  G O V E R N M E N T  E L E C T E D  B Y  T H E  P E O P L E  A G A I N S T  A T T E M P T S  T O  U N D E R M I N E
IT. W E  W A N T  T O  B E ’F A I R  B U T  D O N ’T  M I S I N T E R P R E T  T H I S  A S  O U R  W E A K N E S S , +
H E  S A I D .  - -  M O R E
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DATUK SERI  DR HAHATHIR SAID IT  HAS ALUAYS B E E N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’S
PRJORITY TO CONSOLIDATE NATIONAL UNITY AND INTEGRATION BETWEEN THE
PENINSULA9 SARAWAK AND SABAH.

HOWEVER HE WARNED OF CERTAIN ELEMENTS FROH WITHIN AND WITHOUT
WHO WERE UNEASY WITH THE PRESENT STATE OF NATIONAL UNITY.

HE SAID THEY WOULD RATHER SEE THE PEOPLE DISUNITED AND THE
COUNTRY UNPROGRESSIVE AND TO ACHIEVE THIS  THEY CREATE ANXIETY AND
SUSPICION AMONG THE PEOPLE:

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THESE ELEMENTS WOULD RESORT TO WHATEVER
T A C T I C S  T O  U N D E R M I N E  T H E  U N I T Y  B Y  A R O U S I N G  T H E  P E O P L E ’S  S E N T I M E N T S
TO FAN ILL-NILL A M O N G  M A L A Y S I A N S .

THEY WOULD HARP ON THE PEOPLE’S DIVERGENT VIEWS* WHICH WERE
NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF A DEMOCRATIC NATION* AND SPARE NO EFFORTS
I N  C R E A T I N G  A N I M O S I T Y  A M O N G  T H E  P E O P L E  S O  A S  T O  G I V E  A  P I C T U R E  O F  A
D I V I D E D  NATION! H E  S A I D . .  - -  M O R E
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DATUK SERI D R  H A H A T H I R  S A I D  H A L A Y S I A N S  HUST DE W A R Y  O F  A N D  A V O I D
BEING DUPED INTO JOINING THESE ELEMENTS W H O  E I T H E R  O P E R A T E D  A L O N E  O R
XN GROUPS.

+THEY A R E  B E N T  O N  D E S T R O Y I N G  O U R  SOLJDARITY E S P E C I A L L Y  T H E  U N I T Y
B E T W E E N  T H E  P E N I N S U L A  A N D  S A B A H  A N D  SARAWAKv+  SAID THE PRIME
HINISTER.

S I N C E  GAINJNG I N D E P E N D E N C E  IN 1957 A N D  S I N C E  S A R A W A K  A N D  S A B A H
J O I N E D  T H E  P E N I N S U L A  T O  F O R M  MALAYSgA IN 19633 T H E  C O U N T R Y
EXPERIENCED TREMENDOUS PROGRESS AND ECONOMIC GRObjTH  COMPARED WITH
COLONIAL DAYS.

HE SAID SABAH AND SARAWAK WHICH ARE RICH IN  NATURAL RESOURCES
HAVE UNDERGONE EXTRAORDINARY PROGRESS AND,HAVE VARIOUS
INFRASTRUCTURE ALTHOUGH NOT AT PAR WITH THE-PENINSULA WHERE THE
POPULATION WAS LARGER AND THE CONDIT IONS WERE BETTER SINCE T H E  O L D
DAYS.

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  R E M I N D E D  T H E  P E O P L E  N O T  T O  B&OHP‘ACENT W I T H
THE PROSPERITY THEY WERE ENJOYING AS PEACE AND DEMOCRACY COULD JUST
P E R I S H  I F  T H E R E  W E R E  N O  E F F O R T S  T O  S A F E G U A R D  T H E  S I T U A T I O N .  - -  H O R E
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR CONGRATULATED TAN SRI TAIB FOR B E I N G
RETURNED UNOPPOSED AS PBB PRESIDENT AND THE OTHER PARTY LEADERS AS
WELL.

THIS SHOWED THAT PBB MEMBERS PLACED GREATER IMPORTANCE ON PARTY
S T A B I L I T Y  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  T H A N  O N  P O W E R  STRUGGLEI HE SAID.

M E M B E R S  R E A L I S E D  T H A T  C O NT E S T S  C O U L D  O N L Y  CAUSE,SPLIT  W I T H I N  T H E
P A R T Y  W H I C H  W O U L D  B E  D I F F I C U L T  T O  R E C T I F Y ,  H E  S A I D .

ORGANISATIONS  SUCH AS THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE COMMONWEALTH
WOULD ALWAYS SEE TO IT  THAT THERE WOULD BE NO CONTESTS FOR POSTS,  HE
S A I D ,

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID NO CONTEST DID NOT MEAN ABSENCE OF
DEMOCRACY.

IN HIS SPEECH EARLIER TAN SRI TAIB SAID PBB MEMBERS MUST BE
DISCERNING IN CHOOSING LEADERS TO AVOID THE PARTY BEING USED BY
SELFISH POWER-GRABBERS.

H E  S A I D  T H E Y  M U S T  G I V E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T O  HONEST9 I N T E L L I G E N T
C A N D I D A T E S  O F  C A L I B R E  R A T H E R  T H A N  +PROFESSIONAL  P O L I T I C I A N S +  W H O
U S E D  T H E I R  E X P E R T I S E  T O  G R A B  P O W E R .  - -  M O R E
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TAN SRI TAIB PRAISED THE PRIME MINISTER AS A MODEL LEADER TO BE
EMULATED BY PBB MEMBERS.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR IS A MAN OF VISION, STRONG-WILLED AND
B O L D  E S P E C I A L L Y  I N  B R I N G I N G  T H E  N A T I O N  T O  H I G H E R  L E V E L S  O F
ACHIEVEMENT9 HE SAID.

AT THE FUNCTION3 DATUK SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  W A S  S P R I N K L E D  W I T H
+TEPUNG TAWAR+ BY TWO VETERAN PBB MEMBERS AS THANKSGIVING FOR HAVING
SUCCESSFULLY UNDERGONE THE CORONARY BY-PASS OPERATION.

SO ALSO WERE HIS  WIFE DATXN SERI  DATUK PADUKA DR SIT1 H A S M A H  A N D
TAN SRI TAIB.

ALSO PRESENT WERE LEADERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VARIOUS
BARISAN NASIONAL COMPONENT PARTIES.

THE TWO-DAY TRIENNIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY HERE IS  BEING ATTENDED BY
17300 PARTY DELEGATES AND OBSERVERS.  - -  BERNAMA
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