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KUCHINGv S E P T  2 2  (BERNAMA) - -  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  O A T U K  S E R I  DR_,
M A H A T H I R  MOHAMAD SAID T O D A Y  H I S  W A R N I N G  YESTERD&;Y T H A T  T H E
G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L  NOT HESSTATE TO ACT AGAINST ANYONE TRYING TO USURP
P O W E R  T H R O U G H  ILLEGAL MEANS IS  N O T  D I R E C T E D  O N L Y  A T  S A R A W A K .

HE SAID THE WARNING9 G I V E N  D U R I N G  H I S  O P E N I N G  A D D R E S S  A T  T H E
PART1 P E S A K A  B U M I P U T E R A  B E R S A T U  (PBB) S A R A W A K  G E N E R A L  ASSEM6LY  HEREv
WAS DIRECTED AT ALL INDIV IDUALS AND GROUPS WHICH WERE ALWAYS
THINKING OF WAYS TO OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT THROUGH ILLEGAL MEANS.

HE MADE THE CLARIF ICATION AT A  PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE KUCHING
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT BEFORE LEAVING FOR KUALA LUMPUR AFTER A
T W O - D A Y  V I S I T  H E R E .

,

A S K E D  -WHETHER THE WARNING,  MEANT THAT SARAWAK STILL  FACED’THE
THREAT OF PEOPLE TRYSNG TO USURP FO,WER THROUGH ILLE6AL MEANS9 HE
SAID THE FACT THAT THE STATEMENT WAS MADE IN SARAWAK DID NOT MEAN
T H A T  I T  W A S  D I R E C T E D  A T  T H E  P E O P L E  T H E R E  O N L Y  B U T  A T ’A L L  T H E  P E O P L E . ’

S A R A W A K  H A D  F A C E D  S U C H  A  S I T U A T I O N  W H E N  C E R T A I N  P A R T I E S  H A D
TRIED,TO WREST POWER FROM ‘THE SARAWAK -6OVERNMENTv RESULTING IN A
S T A T E  E L E C T I O N  BEINC CALLED IN  APRIL  1987.70- M O R E
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’ M A H A T H I R  2  KUCHINC ‘@’

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  B E S I D E S  SARAWAKv T H E R E  W E R E  S O M E
PEOPLE AND GROUPS IN  MANY PLACES L IKE SABAH AND KUALA LUMPUR
I N T E R E S T E D  I N  A C T I N G  I L L E G A L L Y  T O  S E I Z E  P O W E R .

HE SAID THAT WHEN THE GOVERNMENT WANTED TO BE FAIR BY,NOT TAKING
STERN OR UNJUST ACTION1 IT DID NOT tIEAN THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS N O T
C A P A B L E  O F  ACTING9 OR DID N O T  H A V E  T H E  C O U R A G E  T O  ACTv AGAINST T H O S E
WHO TRIED TO INCITE THE PEOPLE A N D  A C T E D  B E Y O N D  T H E  B O U N D A R I E S  O F
THE LAW TO USURP POWER FOR THEMSELVES.

HE AGAIN TOUCHED ON HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH CHIEF MINISTER TAN S R I
H A J I  A B D U L  TAIB MAHMUD W H I C H  W A S  S A I D  T O  B E  S T R A I N E D ,  SAYIN T H A T  H E
DID NOT K N O W  HOW ELSE TO SHOW THAT THE RELATIONSHIP  WAS A CLOSE ONE.

+EVEN IF I WANT TO SHOW THAT WE DO NOT HAVE PROBLEMS . . . HOW DO
I SHOW IT . . . SURELY I  DON’T HAVE TO STAY IN S A R A W A K  F O R  A  LONG TIME
I N  T A N  S R I  T A I B ’S  HOUSEI+ H E  S A I D .

+ S O  I T  S U F F I C E S  I N  P O L I T I C S  T H A T  W E  S T A T E  O U R  STAND,+  H E  A D D E D .
-- M O R E
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MAHATHIR 3  KUCHING

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THERE WAS
SUCH SPECULATION,  ADDING THAT IT  WAS MADE By FOREIGNERS WHO,  FROM
T H E  V E R Y  S T A R T ,  D I D  N O T  W A N T  T O  U N I T Y  A C H I E V E D  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y .

AS SUCH9 HE SAIDI T H E Y  P U R P O S E L Y  S P R E A D  S T O R I E S  W H I C H  S M E A R E D
T H E  G O O D  N A M E  O F  T H E  C O U N T R Y .

+IT W O U L D  A P P E A R  T H A T  I  W A N T  T O  S E L L  LINBANG TO BRUNEI .  1 A M
A M A Z E D  H O W  T H I S  M A T T E R  C A M E  ABOUTI+ HE SAID IN’REFERENCE TO AN ITEM
IN A REGIONAL WEEKLY THAT HE DISCUSSED THE SALE OF THAT PART OF
SARAWAK IN  TALKS WITH THE SULTAN OF BRUNEI .

H E  S A I D  T H E  M A T T E R  W A S  N O T  D I S C U S S E D  I N  H I S  M E E T I N G  W I T H  T H E
S U L T A N  O F  B R U N E I .

H E  S A I D  H E  W A S  P R E P A R ED  T O  SWEAR  B Y  T H E  OURAN O N  T H E  T R U T H  O F
THE MATTER IF  ASKED TO DO SO BUT THAT WAS NOT THE WAY TO SOLVE THE
P R O B L E M  B E C A U S E  +IF PEOPLE HAVE BAD INTENTION3 THERE IS NOTHING W E
CAN DO THAT IS  CONSIDERED GOOD.+

REPORTING BY THE FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW ON MATTERS IN
M A L A Y S I A  W A S  T O T A L L Y  INCORRECTI HE SAID.

IF ITS  REPORTING WAS TO BE BELIEVED9 HE ADDED9 THE COUNTRY WAS
RIFE WITH RACIAL CONFLICT AND ACTS OF CORRUPTION AND THERE WAS NO
DEVELOPMENT.

BUT ONE COULD SEE THAT MALAYSIA WAS BETTER OFF IN  TERMS OF
DEVELOPMENT COMPARED WITH SOME COUNTRIES WHICH ALSO HAD INTERNAL
P R O B L E M S .  - -  M O R E
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M A H A T H I R  4  K U C H I N G  ( L A S T )

R E P L Y I N G  T O  A N O T H E R  QUESTIONI  DATUK SERI  DR MAHATHIR SAID IT  WAS
NOT TRUE THAT SARAUAK WAS TREATED AS A STEPCHILD IN TERMS OF
DEVELOPMENT,  ADDING THAT OTHER STATES L IKE TRENGGANU! K E L A N T A N  A N D
KEDAH HAD ALSO SAID THEY WERE TREATED IN  S IMILAR MANNER BY THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WHEN DEVELOPMENT CONTINUED TO BE CARRIED OUT IN
THESE STATES.

*

HE AiSO SAID THAT SARAUAK HAD BETTER POTENTIAL THAN THE
PENINSULA IN DEVELOPING TOURISM AS A GROWTH INDUSTRY BECAUSE IT HAD
MANY INTERESTING FEATURES TO ATTRACT TOURISTS L IKE THE CULTURAL
SETTLEMENT IN SANTUBONG.

HE SAID MORE TOURISTS WOULD COME TO SARAWAK AND MORE EASlLY TOO
I F  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  F A C I L I T I E S  W E R E  STEPPEDUP L I K E  C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F AN
AIRStRIP AT THE MULU NATIONAL PARK9 A N D  I M P R O V E M E N T  O F  R O A D S  I N  T H E
S T A T E .

HE SAID THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAD RECEIVED COflPLAINTS THAT THE
A I R  S E R V I C E S  T O  S A R A U A K  B Y  M A L A Y S I A  A I R L I N E S  (MAS) W E R E
UNSATISFACTORY.

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAD DISCUSSED THE ilATTER WITH MAS TO
‘IMPROVE THE S ITUATION AND MAS HAD BOUGHT 16  NEW BOEING 737  A IRCRAFT

T O  S T E P  U P  I T S  SERVICESI H E  A D D E D .
DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR ALSO SUGGESTED THAT SARAWAK MAKE EFFORTS

T O  E N C O U R A G E  F O R E I G N  A I R L I N E S  T O - P R O V I D E  S P E C I A L  C H A R T E R  S E R V I C E S  T O
B R I N G  T O U R I S T S  T O  T H E  S T A T E .  - -  B E R N A M A c
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