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BM 8, A

KOTA KINABALUs SEPT 29 '(BERNAMA) -- THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DOES
NOT INTEND TO REMOVE THE SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR THE ENTRY OF SABAH
AND SARAWAK | NTO MALAYSI A 26 YEARS AGO SO LONG AS THE TWO STATES

‘FEEL THEY STILL NEED THE SAFEGUARDS OF THESE CONDITIONSs PRIME
MINISTER DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD SAID TODAY.

THE CONDITIONS WERE AGREED TO AT THAT TIME BECAUSE THE PEOPLE OF
SABAH AND SARAWAK FELT THEY NEEDED SUCH SAFEGUARDS7 HE TOLD A NEWS
CONFERENCE HERE BEFORE RETURNING TO KUALA LUMPUR AFTER A FIVE-HOUR
VISIT TO OPEN THE PART1 BERSATU SABAH CONGRESS.

HE SAID: +£0 LONG AS THE PEOPLE OF SABAH AND SARAWAK ARE. WORRIED
ABOUT THEIR RIGHTS BEING AFFECTED? WE DO NOT INTEND TO REMOVE THESE
SPECIAL CONDITIONS.

+WHEN THE TIME COMES WHEN THERE IS STRONG PATRIOTISM AND THERE
IS NO LONGER ANY SUSPICION ABOUT PEOPLE FROM THE PENINSULAs WE MAY
DISCUSS THE MATTER.+

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR HAD BEEN ASKED WHETHERy AFTER MORE THAN A
QUARTER-CENTURY OF INDEPENDENCE IN MALAYSIAs THESE SPECIAL
CONDITIONSy REGARDED BY SOME QUARTERS AS OBSTRUCTING FULL NATIONAL
INTEGRATION! WILL BE REMOVED. -- MORE
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THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO SAID IT WILL NOT BE AN EASY TASK TO
BRING ABOUT COMPLETE NATIONAL SOLIDARITY BECAUSE THERE ARE STILL A
LOT OF DIFFERENCES (BETWEEN THE TWO REGIONS) AND BECAUSE OF THE
PHYSICAL DISTANCE BETWEEN THE PENINSULA AND SABAH/SARAWAK.

NEVERTHELESS + MUCH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED IN STAGES IN THIS DIRECTION
IN MANY FIELDS, HE ADDED -- +RELATIONS BETWEEN THE STATE AND FEDERAL
GOVERNMENTS ARE GOOD= WHAT NEEDS TO BE PROMOTED FURTHER ARE
PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE TIES.+

ON THE PROBLEM OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS9 THE PRIME MINISTER SAID
THE MATTER WAS DISCUSSED WITH SABAH CHIEF MINISTER DATUK SERI JOSEPH
PAIRIN KITINGAN.

+WE WILL SEND THEM BACK AND THE TASK FORCE FORMED SPECIALLY FOR
THIS WILL STUDY ALL ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEMs++ HE ADDED.

DATUK SERI DR-MAHATHIR SAID MALAYSIA’S COASTLINE MADE | T
DIFFICULT FOR THE AUTHORITIES TO GUARD AGAINST ILLEGAL ENTRIES.

+KUALA LUMPUR ITSELF IS FACING THE PROBLEM OF ILLEGAL

IMMIGRANTSs INCLUDING THOSE FROM THE PHILIPPINES,+ HE ADDED. -- MORE
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ON THE DIFFERENCES IN ELECTRICITY RATES BETWEEN THE PENINSULA
AND SABAH/SARAWAK,y THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAS
DIRECTED THAT THE MATTER BE STUDIED AND THE REASONS BE DETERMINED
BEFORE ANY DECISION IS TAKEN.

ASKED ABOUT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION? DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR
SAID ALTHOUGH HE HAS YET TO DECIDE WHEN I T SHOULD BE HELD, BARISAN
NASIONAL’S ELECTION MACHINERY AND THOSE OF ITS COMPONENT PARTIES ARE
100 PER CENT READY.

ON DISCREPANCIES IN THE ELECTORAL ROLLSsy RAISED BY PBS YOUTH | N
SABAH WHICH HAS ALLEGED MULTIPLE REGISTRATIONS AND VOTERS WITH
IDENTICAL NAMES OR IDENTITY CARD NUMBERSs DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR
SAID:

+THIS HAS HAPPENED NOT ONLY I N SABAH. THAT IS WHY AFTER THE
REGISTRATION OF NEW VOTERSs THE ROLLS ARE DISPLAYED FOR THE PUBLIC
TO CHECK. IF COMPLAINTS ARE NOT RECEIVED AT THAT TIMEs THEN THE
ROLLS ARE FINALISED.+

HE ADVISED THE PEOPLE TO CHECK THE ROLLS WHEN THEY ARE ON

DISPLAY TO ENSURE THAT SUCH DISCREPANCIES DO NOT OCCUR. -- BERNAMA
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