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KOTA KINABALUl S E P T  2 9  !cBERNAMA) - -  P R I M E  MINISTERJATUK S E R I  D R
HAHATHIR MOHAHAD STRESSED TODAY THAT EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE NATIONAL
I N T E G R A T I O N  B E T W E E N  SABAH/SARAWAK  AND PENINSULAR MALAYSIA MUST BE
G I V E N  P R I O R I T Y  I N  T H E  I N T E R E S T  A N D  W E L L B E I N G  O F  A L L  M A L A Y S I A N S .

OPENING THE FOURTH PART1 BERSATU SABAH CONGRESS HERE TODAY1 HE
A L S O  H O P E D  T H A T  P A R O C H I A L  S E N T I M E N T S  W I L L  B E  E R A D I C A T E D .

H E  S A I D  T H E  F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T  I S  A C T I N G  P O S I T I V E L Y  T O  A C H I E V E
NATIONAL UNITY AND ITS S U C C E S S E S  C A N  B E  FELT9 ALBEIT  L ITTLE BY
L I T T L E .

D A T U K  SERI D R  MAHATHIRv  W H O  I S  A L S O  B A R I S A N  NASIONAL CHAIRMAN1
REITERATED HIS STATEMENT MADE IN SARAWAK LAST WEEK THAT ALTHOUGH THE
G O V E R N M E N T  I S  F L E X I B L E  IN ATTITUDE9 F IRM ACTION WILL BE TAKEN
A G A I N S T  ANYONE ACTING AGAINST DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES TO GRAB POWER
A N D  I N  T H E  P R O C E S S  D I S R U P T  P E A C E  A N D  N A T I O N A L  S E C U R I T Y .  - -  M O R E
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+IN A  DEMOCRACY3 T H E R E  I S  S U F F I C I E N T  A N D  L A W F U L  P R O C E S S  T O  G A I N
P O W E R  AND FORM A GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE SUPPORT OF THE PEOPLEI+ HE
STRESSED. +WE DO NOT NEED TO USE OTHER METHODS WHICH ARE NOT
P E R M I T T E D  I N  S U C H  A  S Y S T E M . +

ON SABAH?  DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID ITS I N D E P E N D E N C E  T H R O U G H
MALAYSIA FOR A QUARTER CENTURY HAS BROUGHT THE STATE TO A LEVEL OF
DEVELOPMENT THAT IS  MUCH HIGHER THAN WHAT HAD BEEN ACHIEVED UNDER
ONE CENTURY OF COLONIALISM.

HE SAID POLITICS IN SABAH, LIKE IN SARAWAK,  IS RATHER UNIQUE
BECAUSE THE OPPOSIT ION HERE IS  A  MEMBER OF THE BN (AT F E D E R A L
L E V E L ) .

+WE ARE FLEXIBLE AND TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE CIRCUMSTANCES.
N E V E R T H E L E S S 1  T H I S  I S  N O T  S O M E T H I N G  T O  B E  ENCOURAGEDI+  HE SAID,  +BN
COMPONENT PARTIES MUST COOPERATE CLOSELY AND CHECK THE OPPORTUNIT IES
F O R  O P P O S I T I O N  P A R T I E S  T O  S L I P  I N S I D E . +

DATUK SERI  DR MAHATHIR SAID ALTHOUGH BN COMPONENTS MAY FACE
I N T E R N A L  P R O B L E M S ?  T H E I R  A S S O C I A T I O N  ( W I T H I N  BN) M U S T  R E M A I N  I N T A C T .
- -  M O R E
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H E  H O P E D  PBS9 AS A BN COMPONENT,  WILL REMAIN SiRONG B E C A U S E  T H E N
BN AS A WHOLE WILL BE STRONG AND .DEVELOPMENT CAN BE.CARRIED  O U T  W I T H
GREATER VIGOUR.

+IN A MULTIRACIAL SOCIETY L IKE MALAYSIA’S,  IT IS N O T  P O S S I B L E  T O
FULFILL  ALL THE WANTS OF ALL QUARTER%,+  HE ADDED.

+BN HAS A FORMULA THAT ENSURES A PLACE FOR ALL COMMUNIT IES AND
IS RECEPTIVE TO ALL COH~IUNITIESI  SO IWCH SO THAT ,OPPOSITION PARTIES
LIKE DAP AND PAS ARE NOW TRYING TO COPY IT.+

THE PRIME MINISTER WAS‘WARMLY WELCOMED BY ABOUT 21000  PEOPLE
WHEN HE ARRIVED AT THE SABAH FOUNDATION COMPLEX TO OPEN THE
CONGRESS.

HE WAS MET BY CHIEF ?lINfSTER DATUK SERI JOSEPH PAIRIN KITINGAN
WHO. IS ALSO PBS PRESIDENT, AND PARTY OFFICIALS.

A L S O  P R E S E N T  W E R E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  OF USN0 AND BERJAYAI  WHO ARE
IN THE OPPOSITION IN THE STATE BUT ARE BN COMPONENTS AT FEDERAL
L E V E L . - -  B E R N A M A
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