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wont e
red: D

By Zulkifli Tal
Rozani Din

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. —
The old ,Umnc constitu-
tion is not likely to be re-
stored, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Moh. to-

ay.

[X|owever, the present
constitution could be
amended, the Umno presi-
dent told reporters after
chairing a supreme coun-
cil meeting at the party
headquarters here,

The Prime Minister
said the 1946 congtitution
had been amended 10
times, -and “the present
one is an evolution of the

origina.’

resto

“As§ar as[?')vs" al['!elf:oln—
cerned, the present con-
dtitution is based on the
original and we are satis-
fied with it " he said.

Dr Mahathir said no
state had written to the
headquarters in support
of the resolution by the
Johor Malays Unity Fo-
rum to bring back the
1946 constitution.

Asked whether the pre-
sent constitution would be
amended so that the
Youth and Wanita chiefs
would be elected during
the general asemblty, he
said: ™ We have yet fo de-
cide on this, but it is possi-
ble that they will |rfp1uture

zsgeg elected

the general
assembly. However, it
will not”be done in the
next general assembly.”

He said fhe meeting,
lasting more than three
hours “discussed “ domes-
tic dfairs it  was
housekeepm%”

“Among other things, it
discu the problem of
bankrupts who are hold-
ing elected posts in the

arty, contravening the

mno constitution, he

said. .
“Two or three divisons
face this problem and will
have to hold their elec-
tions again before the
general ~ assembly,” Dr

Mahathir said.

Apart from such prob-
lems, aPreparatlons for the
_gLener assembly on Nov

6 were going smoothly,
he said. ]

On the Sungai Besar
state by-election, he said
the Barisan Nasional was
gggtfldent of retaming the

“We are getting ready
for the by-election and we
are confident of winning,”
he said.

Sungal Besar Assem-
blyman Hgji Abu Samah
Nordin, 62, died on Oct 4.

PAS isreported to be in-
terested in _contesting in
the by-election.
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