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K U A L A  LUMPUR,  O C T  11 (BERNAMA) - -  D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  MOHAM’AD

, SAI.D TODAY MANY OF THE PEOPLE IN COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES HAVE YET To
GET A N Y  B E N E F I T  F R O M  T H E  G R O U P I N G S ’S  E C O N O M I C  AhD SOCIAL PROGRAMMES.

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  M A L A Y S I A  H O P E S  V E R Y  M U C H  T H A T  T H E
COMMONWEALTH WILL BE ABLE TO PLAY A MORE ACTIVE AND EFFECTIVE ROLE
IN OVERCOMING THE VARIOUS GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN PROBLEMS,  ESPECIALLY
POVERTY.

O P E N I N G  T H E  +COMMONWEALTH N O W +  E X H I B I T I O N  A T  MUZIUM N E G A R A  IN
CONJUNCTION WITH NEXT WEEK’S COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF’GOVERNMENT
M E E T I N G  (CHOGM) HERE3 H E  S A I D :

+ALTHOUGH T H E  C O M M O N W E A L T H  IS ACTIVE IN R E S O L V I N G  VARIOUS
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS FACED BY ITS MEMBER COUNTRIES THROUGH
P R O G R A M M E S  F O R  S C I E N C E  A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y ,  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N ,
A G R I C U L T U R E  A N D  SPORTS* T H E R E  A R E  S T I L L  I N D I C A T I O N S  T H A T  T H E S E

’ PROGRAMMES ARE STILL  NOT BENEFITT ING MOST OF THE PEOPLE WHO SHOULD
B E  B E N E F I T T I N G  F R O M  T H E M . +

‘@ DATUK SERI  OR MAHATHIR SAID THE COMMONWEALTH IS  A  UNIQUE
B E C A U S E  I T  I S  O N E  O F  T H E  F E W  B O D I E S  O U T S I D E  T H E  U N I T E D

THAT IS  MADE UP OF COUNTRIES THAT ARE
g D E V E L O P I N G  A N D  P O O R .  - -  M O R E
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IMAHATHIR-COMMONWEALTH’?  K U A L A  L U M P U R  ( L A S T ) ‘
,-

tTHIS ,MEANSbTHE COMMONWEALTH BRINGS TOGETHER HUNDRE’DS OF
ONS OF PEOPLE FROM COUNTRIES THAT ARE THE RICHEST’AND THE

P O O R E S T  I N  THE: WORLDI+ .HE S A I D . P E O P L E  *IN T H E  COHMONWEALTH HERE ALSO
'FFOM  VARIOUS RACES,AND ETHNIC GROUPS S P E A K I N G  A  W H O L E  A R R A Y  O F _
L A NG U A G E S  A ND  PRAcTIsING A  H O S T  O F  B E LI E FS  AN D  CULTURES.’

THE PRIME MINISTER.SAID  CIT IZENS OF EACH MEMBER COUNTRY WERE
F R E E  T O  CHOOSEI I N S T A L L  A N D  P R A C T I S E  T H E I R  O W N  S T Y L E  O F .
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  B A S E D  O N  T H E - P H I L O S O P H Y  AND IDEALS CONTAINED IN  THE,
DECLARATION OF COMMONWEALTH PRINCIPLES.

ON THE EXHIBITIONv DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID SINCE THE _
COMMONWEALTH WAS FORMED IN  19481 THOUSANDS OF INTERESTING HAPPENINGS
HAVE BEEN RECORDED SUCH AS OF NATIONS GAINING INDEPENDENCE9 BUT
THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN EVENTS THAT HAVE BEEN IGNORED OR.  KNOWN TO ONLY
A FEW AS RECORDS OF THEM WERE STASHED AWAY DEEP INSIDE ARCHIVES.
HE H O P E D  T H E  E X H I B I T I O N  W O U L D  E N A B L E  V I S I T O R S  T O  L E A R N  A B O U T  T H E

COMMONWEALTHI  ITS O B J E C T I V E S - A N D  I T S  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  T O  T H E  P E O P L E  A N D
COUNTRIES OF THE GROUPING.

D A T U K  SERI .DR M A H A T H I R  T H E N  V I E W E D  T H E  E X H I B I T S ?  A C C O M P A N I E D  B Y
C U L T U R E  A N D  T O U R I S M M I N I S T E R  D A T U K  S A B B A R U D D I N  CHIKI M U S E U M
D I R E C T O R - G E N E R A L  D A T U K  SHAHRUM YOB AND DIPLOMATS OF COflMONWEALTH
N A T I O N S  H E R E . /

T H E  E X H I B I T I O N  W A S  A  J O I N T  E F F O R T  O F  T H E  CHO@M S E C R E T A R I A T 9  T H E
COMMONWEALTH INSTITUTE IN  LONDON AND MUZIUM NEGARA.  A  S O U V E N I R  BOOK,
A L S O  T I T L E D  +COMMONWEALTH N O W , +  H A S  B E E N  P U B L I S H E D  A S  A  G E N E R A L
REFERENCE MATERIAL CONCERNING CHOGM.  - -  BERNAMA
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