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MALAYSIA has changed its view
of the Commonwedlth as the or-
gLanmtlon itself has changed for
the better and is now doing more
to hel devell\?{)mg member coun-
tries Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said
Malaysia, once critical of the
Commonwealth, has reviewed its
position. .

“ As aresult of our feeling that
the Commonwealth was not doin
enough, we instituted a review o
the Commonwealth. The review
concluded that there are many
p(égI ti r\]/e aspects of the Common-
wealth. ’

_“Because of this, we have de-
cided to play a more active role in
the Commonweslth, and the host-
infg of the Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) in Kuala Lumpur, is a
result of that new thinking on the
part of Malaysia” he added.

He told a news conference at
the Putra World Trade Centre
PWTC), venue for the CHOGM, in

uala Lumpur that Malaysia
wants to see practical results
from the cooperation between the
Commonwealth ~ countries. .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, who is
chairman of the meeting, noted
that at one time the Common-
wealth was not doing enough for
its poorer members. He added
that one area in which the5( need
help is in mana%lng technol ogical
changesso that the poor countries
will not lose out to the more deve-
loped countries. )

The poorer developing mem-
bers, the Prime Minister said,
need more help in manpower
traini 2\? to cope with the techno-
logical changes and develop-
‘ments taking place. Unless, these
changes are properly managed
the developing countries must
suffer and lose out in the end.
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THE decision on the next person to hold the coveted post of Com-
monwealth secretary-general is likely to be decided by balloting
during the coming Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) unless a consensusisreached.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said: “ Malay-
siaisneutral on theissue. We don’t mind anybody becoming the new
secr etary-general but we would prefer to see a consensus,” hetold a
news conference at the Putra World Trade Centrein Kuala Lumpur
yesterday. He had earlier briefed journalistson theissuesthat are
likely to be discussed by the meeting.

There are two candidates, Deputy Commonwealth Seeretary-
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku of Nigeria and former Australian
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser. Incumbent Shridath Ramphal has
declined reappointment after 15 years as head of the Common-
wealth secretariat.

“ At this point of time, we cannot say who is the favoured candi-
date. As chairman, our duty isreally totry to ensurethaif thereisa
balloting, it will be done properly. It isup to the heads of gover nment

to decide,” Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir added.

Asked on Malaysia s tough da-
dah laws, the Prime Minister said
Malaysia makes ‘no apology for
them adding that it is something
that has to be seriously consi-
dered. Governments are being
threatened by drug traffickers
and the possibility of their taking
over the government is something
that has to be seriously consi-
dered.

“We, therefore, need to know
what action the Commonwealth
has to take to ensure that govern-
ments are not easily toppled by
drug traffickers,” he said. .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
stressed the need for interna-
tional cooperation to combat the
menace. He added that Malaysia
will sign a bilateral agreement
with Britain to enable the confis-
cation of properties resulting
from dadah trarficking in either
country. _

On the question of Common
Law, which supposedly holds the
Commonwealth together, the
Prime Minister asked: “ The ques-

tion about common law is that it
is common to whom? 1titis com-
mon to the British people, it is not
necessarily common to the Ma-
laysian people. We*have our own
value system and culture and we
I'should form our own common
aw.

“To cite a case in Britain,
maybe 20 years or 100 years ago,
and on that basis make a decision
in aMalaysian court og,a current
case, | think is not quite right be-
cause there is change with time,
there is change with location.

“Itisfor that reason we do not
want to tie ourself to what is
known as British Gemmon law be-
cause we are not British. We are
Malaysian and we have our own
way of thinking, value system and
way of deciding how things should
be settled.” .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir added
that he is quite sure that the Bri-
tish are very liberal and will be
liberal enough to accept the fact
that they cannot impose their role |
and system on others.
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